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Millions of pounds being wasted through train drivers’ outdated working practices 

Revealed: railmen’s l'A hour day 


I EXCLUSIVE 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
Transport Correspondent 

Train drivers spend as little as 
nine minutes an hour actually 
driving and even Jess at week- 
ends according to a study which 
will be used by the newlv-pri- 
vatised rail operators to’push 
through changes in working 
practices. 

It suggests that while pro- 
ductivity in the rail industry has 
improved recently, involving 
the loss of tens of thousands of 
jobs, there is scope for new op- 
erators to make dramatic cuts 
to the £439m annual bill for 


train drivers. A firm of inde- 
pendent consultants has pro- 
duced the report after studying 
working practices and man- 
agement techniques on Great 
Western Railways and South 
West trains, which were two of 
the initial franchises awarded 
under the privatisation process. 

The findings suggest that 
enormous savings could be 
made by new private operators 
taking on the running of services 
if they are prepared to persuade, 
ASLEF. the union which rep- 
resents 1 2,000 drivers who are 
paid between £13,000 and 
£30,000, of the need for change. 

The study, using British Rail 
information, was carried out by 


by David Smith, a former rail 
manager with 35 years experi- 
ence in the industry' who has set 
up a consultancy. Western 
RAILS. 

Looking at the Plymouth de- 
pot. where there are 56 drivers’, 
Mr Smith found that for every 
hour of drivers’ time paid by the 
company, the drivers are in the 
cab running a revenue-earning 
train for only 9.6 minutes per 
hour during the week. At week- 
ends, the productivity is even 
less, with Saturday the worst day 
at just 7.5 minutes per hour, giv- 
ing a weekly average of around 
9 minutes. 

There are li drivers for 
every rostered duty that needs 


covering, whereas a “wefl-man- 
aged organisation would nor- 
mally be able to cope with a 
ratio of 1.25 drivers per job to 
cover for holidays and sick- 
ness." according to the report. 

Typically, OR one Thursday 
early last year 26 of the 56 dri- 
vers were on unproductive du- 
ties. 

There were 17 drivers 
-spare” which means they are 
intended to cover sick col- 
leagues. One driver was on 
route revision, another taking 
a train on trial, while a further 
seven were employed on 
-preparation and stabling", 
which means driving engines 
round the depot. 


Mr Smith said that such work 
could easily be carried out by fil- 
ters rather than drivers. 

Another eight drivers were 
on rest day, which meant there 
were only 22 drivers running 
trains being covered by 17 
"spare" drivers. 

Another practice scrutinised 
was the limit placed on the of 
mileage that can be covered by 
a driver in one duty. 

When drivers are on the Ply- 
mouth - Paddington - Plymouth 
duty, they have to gel off at Ex- 
eter cm the return journey and 
allow a colleague to take over 
the train because they are not 
allowed to drive more than 450 
miles. 


The first driver goes asa pas- 
senger -on the cushions" as it 
is called. Plymouth to London 
and back is'452.8 miles. 

Mr Smith said that the situ- 
ation at Plymouth was typical of 
the industry. He used to work 
for South West Trains, “where 
the situation was only slightly 
better". 

He argued that at SWT, with 
properly designed timetables 
and a better managed labour 
force, more trains than the ex- 
isting timetable could be run 
with half the labour force. 

If working practices in the in- 
dustry were renegotiated, even 
greater improvements could be 
achieved. 


Mr Smith said: “Productivi- 
ty is bad overall and wages are 
buttressed by ancient bonuses 
and supplements. Better pro- 
ductivity would mean better 
paid, but fewer, drivers." 

Lew Adams, general secre- 
tary of ASLEF. did not chal- 
lenge the findings but defended 
the drivers’ productivity. 

He said: “It is easy to look at 
these things simplistically, but 
there are always more complex 
issues involved." 

Drivers did not just operate 
trains: “Drivers have to be re- 
sponsible for the disposal of the 
train, paperwork and writing re- 
ports on incidents. 

They need to keep abreast of 


changes by studying notices, 
learning routes and going on 
safety days." ASLEF also ar- 
gued that the importance safe- 
ly t raining has been emphasised 
by reports of accidents like the 
Clapham disaster but the con- 
tent of the training was criticised 
by one driver who said: "We are 
taught things like not Lo eat the 
soap”. 

A spokesman for Great 
Western Tains said that the fig- 
ures did not “reflect the whole 
duties of our drivers” but re- 
fused to provide alternative 
figures or lo discuss the details 
of why there were so many 
“spare” duties. 

Back to the 1930s, page 2 


Era ends as 
Forte loses 
bid battle 


MATHEW HORSMAN 
DAVID HEUIER 
and JAMES CUSICK 

The mighty Forte dynasty yes- 
terday conceded defeat in one 
of the most fiercely fought 
takeover battles ever, suc- 
cumbing to a £3.8bn hostile bid 
from Granada, the television 
and leisure company. 

The news that Forte’s share- 
holders had overwhelmingly 
accepted Granada’s terms was 
met with bitter disappointment 
in the Forte camp, p^ticularly 
by Sir Rocco Fbite, his father. 
Lord Forte, and his sister, Olga 
Polizzi. the principal family 
shareholders. 

Sir Rocco, 51. head of the ho- 
tel and catering empire built up 
by his father and grandfather, 
forced an almost continuous 10- 
minute smile onto his face to 
hide his disappointment. 

In a shaky voice, he said: “Vfe 
delivered a lot of value for our 


shareholders. We did a very 
good job in defending this com- 
pany and I am only sorry for the 
people in the business who 
have helped take it forward.” 

The Forte family will receive 
£300m if they tender their 
shares to Granada, which ob- 
servers last night predicted. 
“There is no point now in bang- 
ing on," a senior City analyst 
said. “They have losL" 

The Forte family is expected 
to relaunch a family-run hotels 
company, possibly by purchas- 
ing some of the hotels being sold 
by Granada. At the end of yes- 
terday's press conference Sir 
Rocco said: Til be back." 

Granada’s chief executive. 
Gerry Robinson, said he was 
delighted with the outcome of 
the two-month-long battle. “I 
won and lost this bid so many 
times in my heart,” he said. 

“This was a battle between 
two opposing philosophies,” 
said Sir Rocco, describing the 
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Eaten up: Sir Rocco Forte announces the defeat of his family by Granada. He ended the press conference with the words: Til be back' 


fight between Granada's cost- 
cutting management and his 
family-led team. "We have lost 
the bid, but I do not believe we 
have lost the argument.” 

Granada has won control of 
Forte’s chain of luxury hotels, 
including a stake in the Savoy 


Group of hotels and restaurants, 
as well as the Happy Eater and 
Little Chef roadside catering 
businesses and the Travelodge 
budget-hotel chain. 

Granada intends to sell £2bn, 
to pay for the bid and focus the 
new business on roadside 


restaurants and on budget and 
mid-market hotels. A stake in 
the Savoy Group will be sold, 
as will be the Meridien and 
Exclusive hotel chains. 

Granada intends to keep the 
430 Happy Eater and Little 
Chef restaurants, of which al- 


most 100 will be transformed 
into fast-food outlets, featuring 
brand names, such as Burger 
King. Mr Robinson promised 
that job losses would not top 
1,000, and said he intended to 
meet Sir Rocco and other senior 
managers today. 


Mr Robinson paid tribute to 
Forte’s defence. “It was pretty 
sparkling, and if anyone thought 
Forte was going to say ‘here you 
are.’ they were wrong." 

But Granada's bid swayed in- 
stitutional shareholders looking 
to lock in profits and willing to 


Photograph: Dillon Bryden 

bet Mr Robinson could provide 
profits. It relied particularly on 
support from Mercury Asset 
Management, which held a vi- 
tal 14 per cent of Forte. 

Rocco lost everything, page 3 
MAM clinches deal, page 1 6 
City Comment, page 17 


Mitchell takes soft line on IRA arms 


Advonsemeni 


DAVID McKTTTRICK 

Ireland Correspondent 

The Mitchell report on illegal 
arms in Northern Ireland has 
concluded that paramilitary 
groups will not decommission 
weapons in advance of all -par- 
ty negotiations, as demanded by 
the British Government. 

It has instead laid out six prin- 
ciples of noo -violence and 
democracy and recommends 
that, in the absence of prior de- 
commissioning, all parties in- 
volved in talks should make a 
co mmi tment to the principles. 


They indude absolute com- 
mitments to peaceful means and 
eventual total disarmament, 
which should be verifiable by in- 
dependent means. Another is a 
declaration that if those in- 
volved in talks disagreed with 
their eventual outcome they 
would oppose this outcome by 
exclusively peaceful methods. 

It mentions the possiblity of 
paramilitary groups decom- 
missioning weapons in the 
course of all-party talks rather 
than in advance of them. The 
report is the work of a three- 
man international commission 


headed by former US Senator 
George Mitchell, which put it 
together in an intensive two- 
month period of meetings in 
Belfast, Dublin and London. 

The report will be formally 
published this morning and 
there will be government state- 
ments in London and Dublin 
later in the day. 

Its import is that the Gov- 
ernment’s stipulation, known as 
“Washington 3," that the IRA 
and other groups should de- 
commission some weapons in 
advance of all-party tails, is not 
realisable. 


The purpose of the Mitchell 
group, set up jointly by the 
British and Irish governments, 
was to find some way out of the 
impasse over arms which has 
held up the Irish peace process. 

The Government has made 
it dear it is under no obligation 
to accept any of the report’s 
finding s and recommendations. 
The question now is whether the 
Government accepts Washing- 
ton 3 as unrealistic, and accepts 
that subscribing to the principles 
of non-violence and democra- 
cy would be enough to allow 
Sinn Fein entry into talks. 


Sinn Fein will be relieved that 
Mr Mitchell and his colleagues 
have not joined London in in- 
sisting on prior de-commis- 
sioning, since the IRA has flatly 
ruled out any such move. The 
report's suggestion of confi- 
dence-building measures is in- 
tended to reassure other 
participants at talks, and also to 
bind the republicans more tight- 
ly than ever before into the po- 
litical processes. 

The Government may seize 
upon one of the possible con- 
fidence-building measures re- 
ferred to in the report, that of 


“an elective process" as part of 
negotiations. This is a reference 
to the idea that a new assembly 
could have apart to play in ne- 
gotiations. The idea of an as- 
sembly has been strongly 
opposed by both Sinn Fein and 
by John Hume’s Social Demo- 
cratic and Labour Party. 

The report goes on to con- 
sider various ways of disposing 
of weapons, mentioning that if 
weapons were to be destroyed 
by paramilitary groups them- 
selves an independent body 
would be needed to verify this, 
leading article. Page 14 


I... er...just 
don’t know what to say 
er ... I don’t seem to 
get on with people 


IN BRIEF 


Child bride: 
Mother accused 

The mother of Sarah Cook 
(right), the 13-year-old who 
married a Turkish waiter, may 
be charged with encouraging 
her daughter’s statutory rape 
and kidnap. 

Jackie and Adrian Cook were 
piad £20,000 by the Sun for 
their daughter’s stray, and have 
insisted that they did the right 
thing for their child. 

Turkish authorities say the 
marriage was not valid under ei- 
ther dvii or religious law. Musa 
Komeagae, the 18-year-old who 

Sarah married, has already been 

arrested and charged with rape. 
Irtrinnp ntiri “r unning away with 
a girl under 15". Page 3 
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Harman set for showdown 
with angry Labour MPs 


Are You A 
Poor Talker? 



Driven to violence 

Road rage has reached epi- 
demic proportions with half of 
all drivers being attacked or 
abused in a year. Page 5 

Lottery luxury 

Britons are splashing out on just 
one luxury - the National Lot- 
tery, a survey says. Page 4 

Today's weather 

Cold and windy with rain in the 
south and some snow in the 
north. Section Tfro, page 25 


DONALD MACINTYRE 
and JOHN RENTOUL 

Harriet Hannan will meet her 
Labour critics head-on this 
morning after Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, yesterday or- 
dered his party to "dose ranks" 
and end deep divisions over her 
1 decision to send her 11-year-old 
son to a grammar school. 

Ms Harman yesterday took 
the unexpected decision to at- 
tend the regular meeting of the 
Parliamentary Labour ftirty for 
what promises to be a show- 
down with angry Labour MPs. 
It will be the first formal op- 
portunity backbenchers have 
had to voice their fury. 

As the Labour leadership 
fought to contain the political 


fall -out, Mr Blair let it be known 
to colleagues that the “clamour" 
and "squalid hounding" of Ms 
Harman by the Tries must be 
faced down. 

Dismay in the senior ranks of 
the party over Ms Harman's de- 
cision appeared last night to be 
underlined by a curt statement 
from John Prescott, deputy 
leader of the Labour Party. 

Mr Prescott, whose aides 
strongly denied he had a row 
with the Labour leader over the 
issue, declared: “Tony Blair as 
leader of the Labour Part)- has 
made clear what the position is 
and 1 have nothing to add." 

Earlier he had sat glowering 
beside Mr Blair when the par- 
ty leader came under fire from 
John Major in Commons 


exchanges that delighted Tory 
backbenchers. In one taunt, 
the Prime Minis ter invoked the 
Labour leader’s famous slogan 
about crime, and declared: 
“You should not be so sensitive 
about your difficulties. 1 just 
want to be tough on hypocrisy 
and tough on the causes of 
hypocrisy." 

Implicitly acknowledging 
criticism over his backing fra- Ms 
Harman, Mr Blair thanked Mr 
Major for his “kind words of 
concern over pressure. The dif- 
ference between me and you is 
that I won't buckle under iL" 

Mr Blair, facing the sliffest 
test of his authority since he be- 
came leader in 1994, has made 
it clear the party must show its 
“mettle under fire". 


With new public calls for 
her resignation from at least two 
more Labour MPs, many 
Labour MPs, including some in 
the shadow cabinet, appeared 
to believe she should have re- 
signed before announcing her 
decision on her son’s school 
Ms Harman's appearance at 
the PLP meeting this morning 
will astonish many of her crit- 
ics. Roy Hattersley, the former 
deputy Labour leader who crit- 
icised Mr Blair's decision to 
send his son to the London Or- 
atorv. an opied-out school, is 
likely to speak at the meeting- 
Several Labour MPs said it 
was “very unlikely” Ms Hannan 
would be re-elected to the shad- 
ow cabinet in November. 

leading article, page 14 


A SIMPLE technique for 
acquiring a swift mastery of 
everyday conversation and 
writing has just been 
announced. It can pay you 
real dividends in both social 
and professional advance- 
ment It works like magic to 
give you added poise, self- 
confidence. and greater popu- 
larity. 

Influence 

Many people do not realise 
how much they could influ- 
ence others simply by what 
they say and how they say it. 
Those who realise this radi- 
ate enthusiasm, hold the 
attention of their listeners 
with bright, sparkling con- 
versation that attracts 
friends and opportunities 
wherever they go. Whether in 
business, at social functions, 
or even in casual conversa- 
tion with new acquaintances, 
there are ways in which you 
can make a good impression 
every time you talk. 


Respect 
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BUSINESS 16-20 COMMENT 14^5 CROSSWORD 24 GAZETTE 12 
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You know, through your own 
observation, that good talkers 
always win attention. They 
command respect! They 
quickly become not only popu- 
lar, but often more entertain- 
ing — all of which directly 


helps them to bring more 
happiness to others while 
winning for themselves the 
good things of life. 

After all, conversation has 
certain fundamental rules 
and principles — just like any 
other art. The good talkers 
whom you admire know these 
rules and apply them when- 
ever they converse. Learn the 
rules and make your conver- 
sation brighter, more enter- 
taining and impressive. Then 
you will find yourself becom- 
ing more popular and win- 
ning new friendships in the 
business and social worlds. 

Free 

To acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-follow rules for devel- 
oping skill in everyday con- 
versation and writing, we, the 
publishers, have printed full 
details of this remarkable 
home-study method in a fasci- 
nating book, “Adventures in 
Speaking and Writing", sent 
free on request. No obligation. 
Simply complete and return 
the coupon on Page 10 lyou 
don't even need to stamp your 
envelope). Or write to: 
Effective Speaking 
Programme, «Dept. IDSlfiT, 
FREEPOST 246. London 
WC1A 1BR. 
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bomb 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public PoJIcy Ecfrtor 

Radical proposals to tackle the 
pensions “time bomb" were 
called for yesterday by an in- 
dependent inquiry. 

A new guaranteed minimum 
pension would be introduced If 
pitched at £73 JO a week for a 
single person, £15 higher than 
the present basic slate pen- 
sion, it would involve a net cost 
of between £l_5brt and £3bn a 
year, providing help to the least 
well-off pensioners. 


The State Earnings Related to 0.7 per cent of earnings as down from 3 to 1 to 1.6 to 1 - 
Pension Scheme (Seips) would they ftind the remaining com- makin g tax funding of pen- 
be phased out and replaced by mitments in Serps while in- sions increasingly difficult And 
pm atehr-nxn tunded schemes vesting for their own second-tier the least well-off are becoming 


■ — - — — vesting for their own second-tier 

wuh compulsory contributions, pension. Two factors force the 
These would be either existing change, according to the Re- 
occupalional and personal pen- firemeni Income Inquiry, which 
skins or navments into a n«« no. wa ^ chaired by Sir John Anson, 


skins or payments into a new na- 
tional pension scheme run 
independently of government 
and likely to be particularly at- 
tractive to the lower paid. 

The changes would involve 
costing workers and employers 
paying twice. Initially they 
would have ro rind an extra 05 


sons supported by Sir Norman 
Fowler and Sir Keith Joseph, 
when they were Secretaries of 
State for Social Services. 

Moving from Serps, paid for 
by current National Insurance 
Contributions, to schemes in 


tious political reactions. The 
Department of Social Security 
welcomed it but said detailed 
study would be needed before 
conclusions could be reached, 
while Labour refused to com- 
mit itself to any of its particu- 
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former second permanent sec- 
retary at the Treasury , and fund- 
ed by the National Association 
of Pension Funds. 

First, there will be a sharp 
drop next century in the ratio 
oF people of wo rking age com- 
pared to pensioners numbers - 


increasingly reliant for their 
pensions on complex, unpopu- 
lar means-tests which are ex- wnrnDtraons, to kuuotcs in ““ l *“*-“ *~ r*-’ A «, sured pension which 
pensive to run and penalise which people owned their own lar 1®°!*°*“*. r^orf s with earning protecting P 60 " 

those with small savings while fund may produce greater will- Concern report ^ jjvjng standards, 

failing to provide an adequate bigness to contribute, the m- “pragmatic approacn . Pensions: 2000 and B^rOfUL 

income, the inquiry said. Its rec- = *— ■“ ^ re,ects OT * e UK**°»*. 

ommendations minor some of 
the proposals put forward by 
Labour’s Commission on Social 
Justice. But they also pick up on 
ideas for funded second pen- 



US phone 
giant 
moves in 
on BT 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

AT&T of the US. one of the 
world’s largest telecommuni- 
cations companies, is taking 
on BT in its home market with 
telephone and multimedia ser- 
vices for businesses and con- 
sumers. The American giant 
said that its new UK telephony 
c ompany, with a workforce of 
400, would have a Slbn 
turnover within five years. 

The launch coincided with 
new data from Oft cl. the in- 
dustry regulator, showing sharp 
improvements in BTs stan- 
dards of service since privati- 
sation. But the watchdog's 
report also highlighted poor 
performance on several counts 
by Mercury Communications, 
the company set up 12ycars ago 
to be the main rival to BT 

Robert Allen, AT&T s chair- 
man. said that customers in the 
UK want choice and affordable 
advanced services and pledged 
that the US group would invest 
for the long term. AT&T will 
starr with 'services for large 
multinational companies with 
plans for consumers to be 
unveiled later this year, possi- 
bly involving links with cable 
television companies. 

Mr Alien said: “This is a his- 
toric event in the history of 
AT&T. It is the Drst time wc 
have done anything like this any- 
where else in the world.” 

AT&T will use lines leased 
from BT, Mercury and other 
network operators and. if nec- 
essary. it will also build its own 
lines. Some large customers 
will have dedicated lines into 
AT&T s own switching system 
but the rules governing the in- 
dustry dictate that other* will 
have to dial a three-digit code 
to use the company's services. 

Mr Allen added: “Our in- 
tention is to get this right rather 
than make a lot of noise. We will 
speak with actions rather than 
words.” AT&T made it clear 
that it would aim to attract the 
higher spending customers. It 
also said that while its prices 
would be competitive they 
would not necessarily be the 
lowest available. 

Mr Allen called for tougher 
regulation to prevent anti -com- 
petitive behaviour in the UK 
market and to ensure “an equal 
playing field". “There is dear- 
ly no mechanism for the regu- 
lator to delect, punish and 
prevent anti-competitive be- 
haviour,” he said. 

His comments come as BT 
prepares for battle with Don 
Cruickshank, the director 
general of Oftel, over his 
proposals to take on sweeping 
new competition powers. BT 
must respond by the end of next 
week and, if the company 
cannot agree with Mr Cruick- 
shank. it will be referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 



Small beginnings: This model of the KdF Wagen, now known as the VW Beetle, Is to be offered by Christie’s at auction next month. Five of the 
models of the first test car were made at the Porsche Apprentice School in 1938. War interrupted production; the rest is automotive history. 


Trains halted for safety checks 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR and 
BARRIE CLEMENT 

Nearly one hundred London 
suburban trains had to be with- 
drawn from service after drivers 
refused to operate them be- 
cause of safely fears. 

South Eastern Trains had to 
cancel about half its services for 
south London and North Kent 
while safety checks were un- 
dertaken on its 97 four-coach 
Networker trains built at ABB 
York over the past three years. 

The Health and Safety 1 Ex- 
ecutive ordered the checks af- 
ter a coupling broke on one of 
the trains over the weekend. A 
spokesman for South East 


Trains admitted that faulty cou- 
plings had been found on sev- 
eral other trains but refused to 
say how many. He said; “Aflfe are 
checking ail the trains for fatigue 
cracks in the couplings and this 
will take several da vs.” 

Commuters are likely to find 
their services disrupted over the 
next few days as nearly two 
thirds of South Eastern's Net- 
worker fleet arc checked. As the 
trains are given the all-clear, 
they are being put back into ser- 
vice. Networkeis built at GEC 
Alsthora are not affected. 

Last night Brian Wilson, 
Labour's transport spokesman, 
predicted that disruption would 
last for several weeks. He said: 


“There’s a lack of couplings and 
repairs will take a long time. If 
this had happened after pri- 
vatisation, the train company 
could have been bankrupted." 

Following the initial inci- 
dent. South Eastern ordered 
that the trains should run with 
the internal doors between car- 
riages locked but the drivers re- 
fused to operate them because 
of concern that if the coupling 
broke, the two halves of the 
train might collide. There is an 
automatic brake but the drivers 
felt that there was still a risk of 
a collision if one part braked 
faster than the other. 

The company had earlier ac- 
cused the train drivers of tak- 


ing “inappropriate action" but 
Lew Adams, leader of Astet the 
train drivers’ onion, said his 
members had been vindicated 
in their decision to refuse to 
operate the trains. 

“We talked to the company 
throughout Monday, trying to 
persuade them that locking 
doors simply wasn’t the answer 
to the problem. How would 
people escape if there was a 
fire? What would happen if pas- 
sengers needed to be evacuat- 
ed if there was an accident? 
“They wouldn't listen to us and 
tried to ran the trains, but the 
drivers were having none of it" 

Mr Adams said his members 
did not need to conduct a bal- 


lot m aider to refuse to work tbe 
trains because they were not 
taking industrial action. He 
pointed out that legislation pro- 
vided for a refusal to drive 
trains where people were in se- 
rious and imminent danger. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) said its officials first 
heard about the problem on 
Sunday. Asked why drivers had 
to take action before the trains 
were taken out of service, the 
HSE said it could not take at 
face value what was being re- 
ported, The HSE finally took 
the decision yesterday after 
seeing the results of ultrasonic 
tests, the spokeswoman said. 



Drivers’ leisurely working day 


Driving Issue: Drivers follow rules laid dawn in Thirties 


The hours worked by train dri- 
ven; are circumscribed by agree- 
ments and rule books stretching 
back to the Thirties, writes 
Christian Wolmar. 

Therefore, every time train 
drivers arrive at the terminus, 
they are allowed five minutes to 
dose the engine down, and a fur- 
ther five to walk to their depot. 
When they return to the train, 
they have another 10 minutes. 

Such rigidity fits unhappily 
with the flexible practices need- 
ed in a modern industry which 


faces strong competition from 
cars and buses. There is also 
considerable waste through in- 
efficient rosters. Drivers will 
only work a maximum of nine 
hours and must always end up 
in the same place as they sigaed 
on. 

Two typical duty turns from 
last year were obtained by the 
Independent. One shows the 
driver taking the 6am train 
from Plymouth to London, ar- 
riving at 9J0. He has a break 
and takes the 1035 back to Ply- 


mouth. Because drivers are not 
allowed to operate trains for 
more than 450 miles and Ply- 
mouth to London and back is 
2.8 miles more than that, at Ex- 
eter a relief driver takes over. 
The driver has operated the 
train for nearly six hours. 

Another driver picks up a 
train at Plymouth at 22.10, ar- 
riving at Laira two miles away at 
2320. He stays most of the night 
at the depot, taking a train at 
5.05am to reach Plymouth at 
528am to be the 6am m London. 


Terrible 
screams’ 
of man in 
custody 


JOJO MOVES 

An inquest was told yesterday 
how a man heard “a terrible 
screaming like someone was be- 
ing burT before seeing a man 
who later died in police custody 
being taken away in a police 
van. 

Robert Howes, who was giv- 
ing evidence on the second day 
of an inquest into the death of 
Ship Lapite, 30, said he had 
looked out of the skylight in the 
roof of bus flat after hearing a 
“terrible noise” shortly after 
midnigfat on 16 December 1994 

“It was like someone was in 
pain," be said of the scre aming , 
which be estimated lasted two 
or three minutes and ended 
shortly before he saw a black 
man being canted into the back 
of a police van by “four to six" 
policemen. He said there was 
also a lot of “aggressive" shout- 
ing and swearing. 

“The man was not struggling 
at all" he said. “It wasas if he 
was laying on a board.” He 
added that the man ’s head was 
being supported but he could 
not say if he was conscious. 

Earlier, officers who had ar- 
rived at the scene to assist in the 
arrest of Mr Lapite in Clapton, 
east London, on suspicion of 
possession of drugs, said they 
thought that after they had 
overpowered him, Mr Lapite 
bad “pretended" to be uncon- 
scious. 

Constable Peter Baron, of 
Stoke Newington police, said 
Mr Lapite had mane “no noise” 
and not moved at all from the 
time until he was placed in the 
police van - apart from to of- 
fer “passive resistance”, by 
“not assisting us at all". 

“I would say he was pre- 
tending not to be conscious,” PC 
Baron told St Pancras coroner's 
court in London. 

“So for all outward purpos- 
es the man was unconscious, but 
you’re saying you thought that 
was put on,” asked Ben Em- 
merson, counsel for Mr Lapate’s 
family. “I believe so, yes,” the 
officer replied. 

The court heard that before 
the father-of-two - who was said 
to be carrying crack cocaine the 
size of a golf ball - was taken 
away, neither of the two officers 
in charge of the arrest had dis- 
closed that Mr Lapite had been 
kicked hard in the head, twice. 

The court heard that Mr 
Lapite had lapsed into uncon- 
sciousness in the back of the van 
and had immediately been tak- 
en to Homerton Hospital, east 
London. 

One of the assisting officers, 
Constable Jonathan Ridley, 
was accused of “lying to assist 
his brother officers,” after his 
notes and testimony contra- 
dicted the statement he made 
which gated that Mr Lapite had 
responded to conversation. 

The inquest continues to- 
day. 
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Court reprieve far 
death row convicts 

Nine prisoners I™ death rrr*w 

of appeal for 16 Conimm- 
wealSeountrk*5 -dismissed a 

STbv the BctoS™™; 

oStttoiBfitisbjodwhadm 

power to intervene. They wU 

now- coon to decide iht. mer 
itso& men's appeals 
convictions for murder and 
theft, death penalties 

O-er the years the ntvy 
Council has reprieved _ hun- 
dreds on deaths row's in the 

Commonwealth. The United 
Democratic Parly, which gov- 
erns Belize- wants to divxBcc 
itself from the Privy CounciLmJi 
lacks the two-thirds majority 
needed for law reform. 

Rushdie beaten 

A first novel bv Kate Atkinson, 
Behind the Scenes at the Muse- 
um, scooped tiicCLOOO Wtol- 
bread Book of the Year award 
ahead of hot favourite Salman 
Rushdie. The Moor's Last Sigh, 
Rushdie’s first novel since The 
Satanic Verses, had been heav- 
ily tipped for the prize- pre- 
sented at a dinner in London 
last night 

RAF pilot killed 

An inquiry was under way after 
an RAF Jaguar crashed on 
take-off ai RAF Coltishall. in 
Norfolk, killing the pilot. The 
single-seater attack and recon- 
naissance jet was on a routine 
training flight- The pilot’s ejec- 
tor seat had worked though his 
body was not found with it. 

Prison first 

Ron Hill, a demolition compa- 
ny director, became the first per- 
son to be jailed for breaking 
health and safety legislation 
after being found guilty at Bris- 
tol Crown Court of failing to 
prevent the spread of asbestos 
from a razed factory. He was 
sentenced to three months with 
£4,000 costs. 

Bypass toll mounts 

The bill for security guards to 
allow contractors to’ fell trees in 
the path of the Newbury bypass 
has already soaked up £100.000 
of the £500,000 set aside to un- 
sure the work is not impeded 
unduly by protesters, the High- 
ways Agency revealed. 

Computer crime 

Computer criminals could be 
costing industry up to £lbn a 
year, a report by the Association 
of British Insurers warned. It es- 
timates £200m. a year losses 
from computer theft could be 
five times higher when unin- 
sured losses, lost business op- 
portunities, production and 
service are taken into account. 

Pregnant pause 

A hospital maternity unit has 
been forced to advertise for 
temporary staff and extend 
part-time workers’ hours be- 
cause 13 of its midwives are 
pregnant Two doctors and sec- 
retary at the unit at Bishop 
Auckland general hospital, Co 
Durham, are also expecting. 
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ONCE AGAIN, ONE OF 
OUR BEST REPORTERS 
GETS THE PUSH. 


Hear John Waite risk writs and fists as he tracks down and confronts all manner of dodgy dealers, unscrupulous landlords and 
even government departments. Face the Facts. Wednesday at 7.20pm and Thursday at 9.05am. 
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Granada raid: Forte senior grieves as £3.8bn bid ensures son loses the family hotel and leisure chain that was lifetime’s work 



Empire building: From left, Charles Forte in his first milk bar 50 years ago; Rocco in the Cafe Royal, which Forte bought In 1954; Rocco (left) and Olga hi 1992 when their father relinquished control of THF; The Savoy, Forte’s pride and Joy 

‘Rocco has lost everything his father built’ 


VICKY WARD 

“It takes a lot of courage to 
blame oneself when things go 
wrong. An unsuccessful person 
often blames everyone except 
the real culprit - himself?" 
So wrote Lord Forte in the fi- 
nal chapter of his autobiogra- 
phy, Forte, published in 1986. 
Brave words, but, at the time, 
meaningless. 

Then, Forte pic, the multi- 
million-pound hotel and restau- 
rant company he had built 
single-handedly over five 
decades and wished to see ex- 
pand under the leadership of his 
son and heir, Sir Rocco, had oc- 
casionally faltered but it had 
never fallen. 

Now, though, after a life- 
time’s struggle - he is 87 - Lord 
Forte's dream is over. Granada, 
the television and leisure giant, 
has succeeded in its £3.Sbn 
hostile takeover bid, ending 50 
years of independence. No- 
body other than those who 
know him can possibly imagine 
the scale of the old man 's grief. 

Friends say he is bound to 
summon a family gathering, ei- 
ther at his Belgravia home or bus 
Surrey mansion pretty prompt- 


ly. They believe he is unlikely to 
wait until the habitual family 
lunch on Sunday, at which he 
still sits at the head of a vast din- 
ing room table. 

“It will be absolutely awful," 
said one who knows the family 
well. "There will be a huge Ital- 
ian explosion. P&or Rocco will 
have completely lost face. It is 
going to be ghastly.” 

If the scenario sounds ab- 
surdly like the plot of one of A1 
Pacino's films, one should re- 
member that the story of the 
Forte's rise to prominence was 
not itself far off a rags- tori ch- 
es fairy-tale. 

Charles Forte was born to a 
peasant family in the hamlet of 
Monforte in the Italian hills. 
They emigrated, moving to 
what was formerly Clackman- 
nanshire in Scotland where the 
young Forte had to engage in 
playground fist-fights in order 
to win friends at the local 
school. His father took over an 
ice-cream parlour cum cafe, 
known as the Savoy - a very far 
cry from the hotel group he was 
later to take a stake in. 

But the young Charles bad a 
shrewd grasp of figures. Work- 
ing on the principle that if one 


cafo could make a profit of Y 
from an investment of X then 
there was no reason not to 
build a chain on the same X:Y 
ratio, he bought first one “milk 
bar" in Regent Street in the west 
End of London, and then an- 
other and another. 

“His real talent", says one 
person who worked for him 
“was that he could spot an un- 
dervalued property instantly.” 

But relative business suc- 
cess, Forte soon realised, was 
not sufficient to succeed in 
Britain. Even after he had 
merged with the Trusthouse 
group - the manoeuvre that was 
to launch him into the league 
of super-rich industrialists - 
fought off a hostile bid from Al- 
lied Lyons and managed to 
take die whole company over by 
1973, he stiO could not shake off 
the City's derogatory tag “the 
Milk Bar King." 

Forte hated being a misfit in 
a snob-ridden society more than 
anything else. “In this country," 
he wrote "I believe that we are 
far too pushed around tty an ar- 
ticulate minority.” 

Trusthouse Forte, which in 
1973 was valued at £23m, there- 
fore, contained one major prob- 


lem for Forte - its image. It was 
a middle-market chain, com- 
prised of nnluxurious hotels 
and a plebian clientele. Fbrte 
wanted class; be wanted the 
Savoy. “Mention the Savoy any- 
where,” he has sighed openly 
and nostalgically to reporters in 
these past few fraught weeks, 
“It's the name, the Savoy.” 

But in the Eighties when he 



launched his bid for it there were 
many, including the Savoy's for- 
mer chairman Sir Hugh Wont- 
ner, who thought his ambitions 
deluded. “Everybody knew that 
the Fortes simply did not un- 
derstand the concept of luxury," 
says a city source. “Everybody" 
it seems, were right 
Despite an increasingly 
strong personal friendship with 


Radical revamp of roadside restaurants and hotels planned to maximise profits 


Roll call of 
the winners 
and losers 


Chicken tikka 
set to spice up 
Little Chefs 


JOHN SHEPHERD - 

The hotel and leisure industries 
are rapidly splitting into two. 
One side is making a steady re- 
covery from the recession, while 
most of the other is destined to 
be inscribed on an infamous roD 
call in memory of those who suc- 
cumbed to peed and the ex- 
cesses of the free-spending, 
care-free 1980s. 

Granada is convinced it will 
feature high up on the winners 
list. It has argued that it can 
raise hotel prices and simulta- 
neously extract plenty of cost 
savings out of Forte through re- 
dundancies, and from the ben- 
efits of stronger buying power 
- particularly for food. 

The take-over victory comes 
at a time when analysts are fore- 
casting growth of Z5 per cent 
in real disposable income for 
this year, on top of the 225 per 
cent recorded last year. Most of 
thk increased spending power 
is probably earmarked for the 
leisure markets. 

Granada is in a good position. 
It wQl be able take advantage of 
the expected uplift in spending 
by repositioning many of Forte's 
hotels in higher market tiers, 
mainly by beefing up the cus- 
tomer offering. Installing satel- 
lite television and telephones in 
the 127 Trave lodge hotels, for 
instan ce, will give it leverage to 


charge higher prices. The com- 
pany, however, will not be able 
to become blasl about its ap- 
proach to the leisure market 
which is still nursing many re- 
cession-inflicted wounds. 

There are many companies 
that are sitting precariously on 
the fence of survival and win 
pounce on any mistake by 
Granada and pitch for the cus- 
tomers who will shim the so- 
called added value from being 
able to watch pay-TV. 

Fbrte was late to rise to the 
challenge, hanging on to the 
well trusted business methods 
in the belief that the recession 
would be short-lived. It was 
quite happy to promote the no- 
tion that it was the single biggest 
hotel operator in the United 
Kingdom, but put into context 
it was nothing other than a small 
fish in a small pond. Investors 
had to foot the bin for the man- 
agement’s mistakes. Dividends 
were cut a couple of years ago 
and there was tittle prospect of 
any restoration of dividend pay- 
ments being made until Grana- 
da launched its assault, leading 
Fbrte to promise the earth in ex- 
change for investor loyalty. 

Prospects for the hotel and 
leisure industries may look con- 
siderably tighter than for same 
time but Granada, despite its 
victory, is not going to be in a 
position to dictate the play. 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Those who frequent roadside 
restaurants - and who has not 
stopped at a little Chef or a 
Granada services? - should 
brace themselves for radical 
changes in the way their food is 
prepared, presented and priced. 

Having won its bid for Forte, 
Granada has grandiose plans to 
introduce new menus, refurbish 
tired decor and launch fast-food 
formats at many of the 430 Lit- 
tle Chef and Happy Eater out- 
lets that dot the country. 

Tossed on the ash-heap of his- 
tory will be the quintessential 
1960s-style Little Chef restau- 
rant, with staid furnishings, too 
few waitresses and a long wait 
for coffee and a bun. The greasy 
spoon breakfast will still be on 
offer, of course, but there will 
be more colour on the plate, a 
smattering of “ethnic" dishes 
and conformity. 

And it is all likely to cost 
more, as Granada aims to 
maximise profits. Fbrte itself has 
already begun to toy with mak- 
ing changes before being forced 
onto the defensive by Granada’s 
£3.8bn takeover challenge. But 
the plans were too little, too late. 

Granada has spent two years 
analysing the chains, and has 
identified 300 outlets which it 
intends to make over. The bet- 
ter-known Little Chef brand will 


get a all-day snack and patisserie 
range and a takeaway counter, 
while just under 100 sites will be 
transformed into fast- food out- 
lets such as Burger King or Piz- 
za Hut. 

Menus will be rewritten, with 
more expensive ingredients re- 
placed by cheaper alternatives. 
Tired items will dropped in 
favour of more fashionable se- 
lections - such as chicken tik- 
ka or spicy chicken win<^. 
Granada expects to spend 
about £50,000 per outlet to im- 
prove interiors, cash register sys- 
tems and the menus. For the 
fast-food outlets, the bill for ren- 
ovations will rise to about 
£250,000 per site. 

It is all worth it the compa- 
ny says, because it will push 
profit margins up by 2 per- 
centage points across the board. 

Additional profits will come 
from the huge cost savings 
Granada plans to achieve with 
the merging of its catering op- 
erations with those of Forte. 
Granada's executives have crit- 
icised Forte for allowing local 
managers too much discretion 
in baying supplies. It reckons it 
can reduce the catering bill by 
as much as 10 per cent. 1 

Welcome to the future of 
British roadside catering: brand 
names, quick service and ho- 
mogenised cuisine. At least you 
know what you’ll get 


Noddy goes to the Trocadero 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Once they roamed the coun- 
tryside drinking ginger beer 
and solving mysteries. Now the 
Famous Five have been con- 
demned to London's enter- 
tainment palace, the Trocadero 
- serving out their copyright 
Blyton’s characters have been 
sold off in a move not even Tim- 
my the dog’s crime-bnsting 
skills could have prevented. 
For £l3m Trocadero PLC has 


bought the remaining 43 years 
of copyright to all Blyton’s 
books - more than 600 titles, of 
which some fL5 million are sold 
worldwide every year. 

The sale of Darrell Waters, 
the family company which 
owned all the rights, was agreed 
by descendants of the author 
who died in 1968. Yesterday Ba- 
ton's daughter Gillian Baver- 

stock, who has run the business 
in recent years, admitted she 
had been unable to afford to 
keep it “I did try to rase the 


finance to buy the company," 
she said. “Bui the money re- 
quired was so great, and so 
many people were interested .. . 
it was quite impossible.'’ 

The Trocadero at Piccadflly 
Circus, central London, which 
boasts shops and hi-tech com- 
puter games, is undergoing a 
£45m refurbishment to create 
what its owners say wjfi be the 
world’s largest indoor urban 
theme park. Noddy, Big Ears, 
the Secret Seven and other 
Bhrloo favourites will find a new' 


home inside the park in a £lm 
“interactive store" selling books, 
videos, games and tapes. Chil- 
dren will interact with the char- 
acters, “meet Noddy, shake 
hands with Big Ears and buy the 
merchandise,” said Nick Lekau, 
chief executive of Trocadero. 

Mis Baverstock said that her 

mother would have been hap- 
py to know her work was being 
taken into the next century, 
“She was very progressive ... 
way ahead of ner time,” she 
said. 


the Tory establishment - Forte 
had instant access to Baroness 
Thatcher and her Tory aides, Sir 
Charles Powell and the late 
Lord Thorn eycroft - (who be- 
came president of the THF 
board) - be never gained total 
control of Lhe Savoy. By 1994 he 
owned 68 per cent of the shares 
but only 42 per cent of the votes. 

By now Fbrte had finally re- 
linquished control of the group 
to his son, Rocco, 51, who had 
been appointed chairman in 
1992 (He was appointed chief ex- 
ecutive in 1983, but in practice 
Forte Snr still ran the show). 

Forte is fantastically proud of 
his only son (he also has five 
daughters) whom he groomed 
for the succession since he was 
in his teens. According to Toiler 
magazine. Forte would visit 
Downside public school in Som- 
erset every weekend ostensibly 
to take his son fishing, but in re- 
ality to discuss the finer points 
of entrepreneuriatism. 

These past few weeks he has 
been confident that Rocco can 
fend off Granada's hostile bid. 
“We don’t need a white knight," 
he has said publicly. “We've got 
Rocco.” 

But for whatever reasons - 


some say it is his fault for not 
ensuring decent dividends, oth- 
ers say foe rot started before he 
was in a position to do anything 
about it - Rocco has been un- 
able to repeat history and stave 
off attack from outside. For him, 
yesterday must be the worst day 
of his life. “He has effectively 
lost everything his father built," 
a business colleague said. “He 
must feel awful/’ 

The closeness of the family 
only emphasises the tragedy. 
Even though his six chil dren are 
all grown-up and have children 
of their own, if he has not seen 
them for a couple of days, Lord 
Forte reportedly always asks 
them two questions: “Where 
have you been?” and “Have you 
rung your mother?" 

OJga Polizzi, his eldest 
daughter, and the managing 
director of Forte, once said 
that they never saw much of oth- 
er children when they were lit- 
tle because they had so much 
fun playing with each other. 

They stul go on holiday to- 
gether, spend Christmas to- 
gether - almost 40 of them in 
Lord Forte’s house in Belgravia 
- and every Sunday lunch to- 
gether, chez papa. 


Conversation this weekend is 
likely to be a little strained, but, 
their friends insist, the Fortes 
are made of stern stuff- They 
will survive this h umili ation 
and start again. 

“I think they will learn from 
this,” a former associate of 
Lord Forte’s said. “If anything, 
Charles Forte's greatest mistake 
has arguably been not to give a 
far more senior role to Olga 
Polizzi. She is far and away the 
brightest of them. Her tragedy 
is that she wasn't born a man. 
Now her tragedy has become 
theirs." 

Ms Polizzi, who is married to 
the journalist William Shaw- 
cross, is a famously successful 
(and well paid - her salary has 
been estimated at £L2m) busi- 
nesswoman. Being female, she 
was never considered by her fa- 
ther to be in the running for the 
top-dog position in the compa- 
ny. Now, however, her energy 
and her trains may play a pivotal 
role in the family s next move. 

“My bet,” a rival hotelier who 
does not wkh to be named said 
“is that they’ll buy back some of 
the most luxurious hotels in the 
world from Granada. They’ll 
take the Hyde Park in London, 


the West bury in New York, the 
Ritz in Madrid and so on. and 
the person running the negoti- 
ations for them will be Olga.” 

Meanwhile, the Fortes must 
face the present as a dynasty, 
which has temporarily lost its 
momentum, but not its courage. 
In the final chapter of his au- 
tobiography, Lord Forte isolates 
one paragraph from the rest of 
the text. Its philosophy is 
strangely anxious. 

“I can’t say I have complete 
peace of mind however, and I 
won’t have as long as I contin- 
ue working. Things are never 
right in a business, particularly 
in the hotel and catering trade. 
You always try to improve 
everything that is being done 
and you never quite succeed. I 
spend my life frying to do this, 
bul success depends on so many 
people and so many different 
chains of events. So, every day, 
you have got some other wor- 
ry. Furthermore, I have people 
round me whom I love and I am 
fond of. They provide worries, 
when they are not wen of if they 
are unhappy," he wrote. 

On that prophetic unfinished 
note, it closes. At 87, Lord 
Forte must begin again. 



The 'Niwtw Break* Sally ' 35-/36 


Winter draws on. 

But here's an idea you might warm to. How about taking a short break 
after Christmas with Salty Ferries across to either France or Belgium at the 
lowest possible published price? 

Or enjoy our excellent ski-package. £135 return crossing for two adults 
with car, including AA Five Star cover and AA wintersports 
Personal cover. (Up to 3 children under 1 4 years travel free.) 

During the crossing from Ramsgate, there's lots to enjoy from on-board 
restaurants to duty-free shopping. So, if you 'd like to have a better impression of 
Winter, sail Sally. 

Call Sally Ferries now, on 034S 16 00 00 or contact your local travel agent. 
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The mother of Sarah Code, the 
13-year-old who married a 
Tbrkish waiter, could face ques- 
tioning by prosecutors after 
Sarah's 18-year-old husband 

was charged with statutory rape 

and kidnap. 

Officials in the town of 
Kahramanmaras, south-east 
TUrkey, told the Independent last 
night that they may charge 
Jackie Cook. 37, with encour- 
aging Musa Komeagae to com- 
mit the offence against her 
daughter. 

The news came as the foil 
consequences of the Cooks’ 
derision to allow Sarah to mar- 
ry at 13 came home to roost with 
startling foxy. First, Sarah was 
forced to undergo a “virginity 
test" at a TUddsh hospital while 
the media waited for the results, 
then Musa was arrested and 

charged with statutory rape, 

kidnap and “Tunning away with Parental pro) 

a girl under 13". He could face 

up to five years in prison. prosecutor coi 

Then, while Mrs Cook and and Musa ar 
her husband Adrian, 42, of married, neithi 
Braintree, Essex, were sum- nor by Islamic 
mooed to a meeting with the not had a proj 
area’s child protection unit - wedding [relig 
and while Sarah was telling There was no 
journalists she planned to have formed rL Vfe 1 
a baby by the time she was 14 boy. He will st 
-TUrkish prosecutors turned the trial starts, pos 
spotlight on Mrs Cook. He said A 

One prosecutor, who refused picked up by] 
to be identified, said: "We are terday, faced d 

nnveino /■haroM nurthAoirlVut 



Parental problem: Jackie and Adrian Cook after seeing social workers yesterd y 


prosecutor continued: “Sarah 
and Musa are not properly 
married, neither in TUrkish law, 
nor by Islamic law. They have 
not had a proper Imam NBcaft 
wedding [religions ceremony]. 
There was no Imam who per- 
formed it. Wfe have arrested the 
boy. He will stay here until the 


“The bov may be released when Meanwhile, Sarah was qu««- 

the case starts in the serious ed in the 

crimes court, especially if the 

two have a proper Imam NQmh when we had sex for .Urenrsi 

jj^^thefomiliesshow ^g^SSiSl fe°ep 

^Therevros no response from togefoeranthetm^&DMbm^ 
the Cooks last night They have at fogbL when 
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pr on the telephone. 

-Sarah was TnedicaUv exam- 
toed at a local hrapM®®; 

tablish that sexual intercourse 
hadudten place, otherwise no 
offence would have taken 

^Usi rigfoMr and Mis Cook 
were reported to be en route to 
see Sarah in Turkey 
Couples have 

they can many m Turkey* wiln 
parental consent, the age ta 
canbe dropped to 17 
and 15 forpris* 
consent and a special dupe»- 
sation from a judge, girls can Be 
married at 14, but there is no 
orovision for a marriage at 13. 
P Yesterday, before Musa was 
arrested, the Turkish national 
channel ATV showed pictures 

■ fj ■ ■■ inn tviP. 
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of the couple poangf^^J^; 
dia. Sarah said defiantly. Wc 
are very happy and I love him 
verv much." 

Afterwards, she was taken to 

been paid more tnantau,uuuoy ^ hospital for her virginity test, the 

^Uy tomorrow.” the Sim for their story jand ^ ^ rSlts of which were readout 

Musa, who was have been insisting through its asleep before j p = to journalists while Sarah sal 

j police early yes- pages that they have done the each other. lT borHic h with her head bowed. 

cEiges of “break- right thing by their daughter. Sarah, a pupilat ^bor Hgn Deserib ing the incident to 

The Dmfy Mirror reported SdnoL ■»«“» “ juita nstlotwide. ATVs an- 

ssarj£ < 5 sa« zssZ'SAz* 

jaagSMSi iSSs-aasas 

said: “If vou top that, vou to the marriage • . . -■ 

^ have^ Last night, with Musa being young girls. _____ 


Wedded woes: Sarah Cook yesterday with her husband, who faces rape charges 


considering pressing charges 
a gains t the mother, because 
her encouragement is a crimi- 
nal offence." 

Referring to a religious cer- 
emony in which the couple 
took part two weeks ago, the 


mg the girl's virgjmy”, running 
away with a girl of under IS 
years of age and kidnap. 

“It doesn’t matter whether 
she agreed to the relationship 
or not this is statutory rape in 
Turkey as in England/ he said. 


The DaSy Mirror reported 
yesterday that Mr Cook had ap- 


an extra 


10 % 


off 


Lottery turns us into 
gamblers and savers 


CLARE GARNER 


already greatly reduced sale prices 
from tomorrow until the end of the Sale 
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I Britain has become a nation of 
cautious consumers who save 
rather than spend - except 
when it comes to the National 
Lottery, according to a stndy by 
the market analysts, Mintel. 

The amount spent on gam- 
bling increased by 41 per cent 
between 1994 and 1995, mak- 
ing gambling the biggest short- 
term rise In household spending 
- largely due to the lottety. 

The British Lifestyles survey 
published yesterday revealed 
that 91 per cent of the adult 
population now gamble and 
Britain’s gambling losses stand 
at£53bnin 1995 compared with 
£3.7bn in 1994. Only 18 per cent 
of adults interviewed about the 
lottery agreed that “the odds 
against winning are too remote 
to make it worthwhile’’, while 37 
per cent felt “it added excite- 
ment to Saturday nights”. 

"This reflects a need for in- 
creased excitement and the 
hope of winning a fortune as a 


release from current financial 
constraints and hardship im- 
posed by a low inflation econ- 
omy and worry about job 
losses.” said Emma Besbrode, 


project manager for the survey. 
The recession continues to 


The recession continues to 
undermine long-term consumer 
confidence and since 1994 con- 
sumers are doing without many 
non-essential items such as hol- 
idays. DTY. and furniture. 

Saving has become a top pri- 
ority. As a proportion of dis~ 


1994-95 

S Gambling (losses) +41.8% 
Music and insfms +19.8% 
Bicycles, boats and aircraft 
+16.7% 

Educational fees +12.5% 
Sickness and accident 
insurance +11.4% 

Domestic and garden 
help +10.5% 

House ‘ purchase and 
alterations ‘ +10.3% 
Soiree; Mints! 


posable income, savings have in- 
creased to 13.3 per cent in 
1995 from a low of 9.4 per cent 
in 19SS, and the young in par- 
ticular are anxious to secure a 
“safety net” for the future. 

Consumers arc spending an 
increased share of their total ex- 
penditure between 1985 and 
1995 on insurance and pensions, 
housing, and medical and edu- 
cation fees. 

Research into diet and eat- 
ing habits shows that more than 
half of all adults (56 per cent) 
on most occasions eat their 
meals at the table, compared 
with 38 percent who usually eat 
in front of the television. Com- 
parison with 1994 data sug- 
gests a shift towards more 
formal eating habits. 

Publicity given to computers, 
multimedia, and the Interact 
has done nothing to change the 
number of “technocrats" - 
those interested in technology. 
However, it has boosted the 
ranks of “technophobes" - 
those turned off by technology. 






Habitat Sale ends this weekend 


All stores will open this Sunday - for your nearest please telephone 

0645 334433 
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3.6m drivers 


are targets 
of ‘road rage’ 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Road rage has reached epi- 
demic proportions with almost 
half of all drivers experiencing 
some form of attack or abuse 
over the past year, according to 
a new report.’ 

The survey of 1.000 drivers 
estimates that last year there 
were more than 3.6 million 
confrontations prompted bv 
road rage. Half of these involved 
people being forced to give 
way or to leave the road, and, 
more seriously, there were 
800.000 instances where people 
were physically threatened, half 
a million where they bad their 
cars deliberately driven into, 
a quarter of a million where 
they were attacked by other dri- 


vers and another quarter of a 
mil j ion where their cars were 
deliberately damaged by an- 
other driver. 

The annual Lex survey on 
motoring found that people in 
cities and younger drivers were 
more likely to have been road 
rage victims than those In the 
country or older drivers. The re- 
port said Lhai the things that 
particularly annoyed motorists 
were drivers who cruised in 
the middle lane, those who 
overtook on the inside and 
people speeding in urban areas. 

Edmund King, campaigns 
manager of the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club, called for gov- 
ernment action lo counter 
aggression and violence on the 
road, arguing that attempts to 
deal with ihe phenomenon had 


It started with death 
of a Cadillac driver 


LOUISE JURY 

Road rage, like a myriad other 
modem syndromes, was first 
identified in the United Slates 
12 years ago. 

When a pick-up truck driver 
shot dead the driver of a Cadil- 
lac car who cut him up on the 
main 405 freeway in Los An- 
geles the Los A ngeles Tunes 
coined the phrase to explain the 
extraordinary act of violence. 

After a spate of similar at- 
tacks in Miami, the term gained 
widespread usage. And. ac- 
cording to Edmund King of the 
British Royal Automobile Club, 
"like the best Miami vices, it got 
imported into Britain some 
years later". 

Originally, it was used to de- 
scribe ordinary people who 
were transformed behind the 
wheel into violent and abusive 
tyrants. Examples poured forth. 
A 78-year-old driver died when 
he was punched by a driver half 
his age during a dispute at traf- 
fic lights in Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire. A 51 -year-old man 


was killed when he was run over 
by a truck after a four-mile run- 
ning battle. 

Mr King said: "Then it be- 
came trendy to describe any- 
thing on the roads as road rage 
so it lost its meaning, lb be hon- 
est, there is a serious problem, 
but because this has wren used 
as a catch-all phrase we have 
found it hard to persuade the 
police and the Department of 
Transport to Lake it seriously." 

Rebecca Rees, of the Auto- 
mobile Association, said that 
there was nothing to suggest 
that road rage was distinct from 
any other form of anger, but for 
many people driving had sim- 
ply become the most frustrating 
activity that they regularly en- 
gaged in. 

However, she pointed out 
that it may not be a new phe- 
nomenon. Lord Byron wrote to 
Thomas Moore in 1817 de- 
scribing a “row on the road ... 
with a fellow in a carriage, 
who was impudent to my horse. 
I gave him a swinging box on 
the ear ..." 


been met with obfuscation and 
buckpassing. 

He said: “In repeated meet- 
ings with the Department of 
Transport and the Home Office; 
the RAC presented practical 
measures to address the prob- 
lem. Bui the DoT passed the 
matter to the Home Office 
who in turn passed it to the po- 
lice who still deny the existence 
of road rage as a problem.” 

The RAC recently brought a 
successful private prosecution 
against a motorist who had at- 
tacked a patrol officer. The of- 
ficer was towing a car belonging 
to a woman with a baby to a 
garage when a driver in a car 
sped past the van, stopped, and 
attacked the patrolman, push- 
ing him to the ground. The po- 
lice had refused to take up the 
matter. 

Road rage is just part of a 
wider phenomenon highlighted 
in the report which boils down 
to the fact that drivers do not 
seem to like other motorists 
much. The report found that 
one of people’s mam dislikes 
about owning cars was the be- 
haviour of other drivers. Drivers 
also disliked the cost, traffic con- 
gestion and air pollution. 

Yet. when it comes to their 
own behaviour, drivers consid- 
er themselves mostly as little an- 
gels. The survey found that a 
third said they never speed. 
Moreover, most seemed to have 
an altruistic bent with 43 per cent 
seeking improvements in public 
transport, 37 per cent wanting 
more park-and-ride schemes 
and IS per cent even wanting 
better cycle facilities. Only 3 per 
cent, however, wanted motorway 
tolls to be introduced. 

Drivers are even on the side 
of the protesters against road 
projects, with 59 per cent agree- 
ing with campaigns against 
roads being built through the 
countryside. Only 26 per cent 
agreed with the protestors meth- 
ods, however. Even more, 82 per 
cent of those polled, supported 
protests against traffic conges- 
tion and pollution in cities. 

□ Lex report on Motoring ; Lex 
Services, 17 Connaught Place, 
London SW2 2EL; £295. 




Lagerfeld’s line: Thirties look In Mack and white (left); a 
•hanging onion’ hat (above) set off by a veil, while (below) 
a leaf theme is matched with a choker Photographs: Reuters 



Lagerfeld back to elegant basics 


TASMIN BLANCHARD 

Paris 

Karl Lagerfeld presented a 
Chanel collection of the most 
refined and exquisite tailoring 
yesterday. One that left no 
doubt that the designer and king 
established Chanel atelier has 
the key to the highest crafts- 
mans fop and, what’s more 
shows 

perfect taste. 

The designer returned to the 
soul of Coco Chanel by staging 
his show in the intimate sur- 


roundings of a suite of rooms 
at the Hotel Ritz. 

Classic tweed was construct- 
ed into body-hugging jackets in 
pink, lilac, citrus green and 
black, punctuated by gQi and 
pearl costume belts and worn 
over elegant floor length black 
skirts, split high up the leg. 

Hats were stamped with 
Lagerfeld's indelible imprint - 
all elegance and panache. 

For customers who might 
need liposuction before their 
arms would fit the skinny 
sleeves, there were softly cut. 


peplum jackets with just a 
breeze of a bias cut ruffle at the 
neck and a pair of jewelled 
brooch buttons as fasteners. 

The collection made it per- 
fectly dear why women who can 
afford it will want to be fitted 
for a jacket that will hold them 
in shape without a corset. 

Lagerfeld eschewed any of 
the vulgarity that some past 
Chanel collections have traded 
on by being unusually dignified 
and elegant. The signature 
Chanel jacket was hand-craft- 
ed from thousands of mother of 


pearl sequins and edged in jet 
- luxurious and restrained at the 
same time. For evening, there 
were Mack tulle 1940s Holly- 
wood pin-up dresses or a gold 
jewelled sheath fishtail dress. A 
midnight blue gown glittered 
with diamante stars. 

The show opened and closed 
with British aristocrat model 
Stella Tfennant, the new face of 
Chanel. Previous contracts have 
been held by French pop 
starlet \fanessa Paradis. Claudia 
Schiffer. Ines De La Fressangc, 
and Carol Bouquet 


Prisons 
to face 
cutbacks 
in staff 


heather mills 

Home Affaire Correspondent 

The Prison Service is so des- 
perate for ways to meet its 
£200m budget cuts, it is propos- 
ing cutting fuel bills in prison 
kitchens, timing meetings to 
take advantage of cheap fares, 
offering prizes for the best cost- 
cutting ideas from staff, and 
issuing regular "efficiency 
newsletters". 

Prison reform groups suggest 
the “penny-pinching” schemes 
show the difficulties the service 
faces in trying to implement 
huge cuts at the same time as 
handling record numbers of 
inmates - expected to top 
54.000 by April this year. 

Details are outlined in con- 
fidential guidance to prison 
governors, seen by the Inde - 
pendent. The documents dear- 
ly show that the money which 
would be saved by plans lo axe 
nearly 2,800 prison jobs - re- 
vealed last week - will fall far 
short of the spending targets 
demanded by the Treasury. 

The guidance, from Richard 
Tilt, acting director general at 
the Prison Service, warns gover- 
nors they will have to make “dif- 
ficult and painful decisions" It 
suggests making greater use of 
untrained, part-time and con- 
tract staff- and is likely to meet 
with fierce opposition from the 
Prison Officers Association. 

It also proposes contracting 
out prison health care, and sug- 
gests further cuts in education 
and activities for prisoners - a 
move which both staff and re- 
form groups believe could lead 
to unrest as inmates are con- 
fined in their cells for longer pe- 
riods. However, the guidance 
warns that essential health care 
requirements must be met, and 
says: “Our first priority must be 
to maintain control in an in- 
creasingly difficult environ- 
ment. It may well be right, 
therefore, to maintain activities 
... to keep prisoners occupied.” 

A Prison Service spokes- 
woman said that the documents 
contained suggestions only and 
were not binding. But Harry 
Fletcher, of penal reform group 
Prisons are not for Profit, said: 
"The Prison Service is clearly 
in an impossible position ... the 
cuts must be reconsidered 
without delay." 


Drug offers hope to obsessives 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 

Sufferers from obsessive ill- 
nesses such as binge eating, sex- 
ual compulsions, kleptomania, 
shopping mania and the so- 
called "disease of imagined ug- 
liness" may be helped by a 
medicine long available in 


Britain that is often prescribed 
for depression. 

The drug fluvoxamine, sold 
in Britain as Faverin, regulates 
one of the brain’s chemical 
messengers, serotonin, which is 
used in eating, sleeping and sex, 
and is thought to control states 
of consciousness and mood. 
Depression is linked lo a defi- 
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ciency of serotonin, and re- 
search suggests it may be linked 
to obsessive disorders. 

These disorders, which also 
include pathological gambling 
and intermittent explosive be- 
haviour, may produce an initial 
high followed by strong feelings 
of guilt and shame. This means 
they are often hidden and go 
undiagnosed, American scien- 
tists said yesterday. 

Dr Eric Hollander, professor 
of psychiatry at New York’s 
Mount Sinai School of Meth- 
ane, told a symposium in 
Madrid that many of these be- 
havioural disorders had bio- 
logical origins and that fluv 
examine often helped where 
psychotherapy had failed. 

“Obsessive-compulsive dis- 
orders are extremely common, 
some affecting up to 10 per cent 
of the population, and it is a 
great relief for patients to know 


that they are not alone, and they 
are not going crazy. Now help 
is available for the first time." 

He added that in pilot trials, 
compulsive shoppers, patho- 
logical gamblers and klepto- 
maniacs bad responded well to 
fluvoxamine treatment 

Katharine Phillips, a 
dahst in Body Dysmorphic 
order, the disease of imagined 
ugliness, said “It is easy to triv- 
iahse these disorders, but they 
are very serious. BDD can tor- 
ment sufferers, take over their 
lives and lead them to suicide. 
It doesn’t go away by just telling 
people they look fine." 

Sufferers would spend up to 
eight hours a day checking and 
rechecking their perceived de- 
fects in front of a mirror. But 
in a trial, Dr PhiUips found 70 
per cent of her patients felt bet- 
ter or much better after taking 
fluvoxamine for four months. 


PRODUCT RECALL 


IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE 


Bhs “Star Lantern” Ceiling Light 

If you have purchased a “Srar Lantern" ceiling light fitting from Bhs. 
please read the following notice. 



Bhs has identified a potential 
electrical safely problem with some 
of this product and would ask 
all customers, who have purchased 
these ceiling light fittings, to 
telephone Bhs on 

Freephone 0800 181107 or to 
contact their local Bhs store. As a 
precautionary measure, these 
ceiling light fittings should not be 
switched on or used. 

The diagram shows the style of 
t he 2 sizes of light fit! ing involved - 
item number 9525 (small), price £90 
and item number 9526 (large), price 
£100. These were sold in Bhs stores 
from June 1995. The light fittings 
hate a brass frame with clear glass 
panels and are of a distinctive "star- 
shape. They are suspended from the 
ceiling on a linked brass chain. 

As customer safety is an overriding 
priority for Bhs. we are recalling this 
lighting product. It does not apply to 
or affect any other Bhs lighting product. Bhs would like to apologise Tor 
the inconvenience that this maveause our customers. 


Rem number 9525 (smaD) 
and item number 952B (large) 
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Only Cellphones Direct can offer 
a range of bargains like is. 



When it comes to the best mobile 
phone deals, nobody beats Cellphones 
Direct Just take a look at these January 
special offers, for example. We've slashed 
the price on the feature-packed Nokia 
232. We have an exefusive package deal 
on the top-selling Sony CM-R111K, 
Britain's smallest phone. Or you can be 
among the first to buy the exciting new, 
lightweight Nokia 909. 

Whichever phone you choose you get 
free connection to Vodafone LowCall Tariff. 

Simply phone us with your credit 
card details to receive your phone within 4 
working days. 


PRICE £19.99 

AFTER £10 CASHBACK 


NOKIA - MODEL 909. 

♦ 40 nameAuanber memory ♦ 60 nils 
talk-time ♦ 10 fire standby-time ♦ 
Complete wBi dm battery and fast chai^r 

♦ Lightweight 193g 


59 


JNC.VAT 


EDCE CONNECTION T 0 
rnCC VOC-FONE LOm'CAlL 
Y/IJH (V0 TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 


IMUfbtfil 


taftBaabfe 


£15 (£12.77 +VAT) 


50p per rain (42.5p+VAT) 


MPnfcfaB 20p per min (17p+VAT) 


UwCal puli fames are B0CH9O0 Man to Fa Uanutny 
Caused bfingwfl be cfagri at £1.77 re MT pa main. 
Ure ib&! Ideated rartfth m advance) aod Mime diases ml 
be debited to wur nonnled crasrctap a Dete carl 
Cals cfapd in 30 second unfc star tffi to mnfe 


SONY 

MODEL CM-R1L1K. 

♦ 9 speed <M memories 

♦ 60 minutes talk-time 

♦ 14 hrs standby- time 

♦ Featherweight only 
L85g ♦ Complete 
with charger and standard battery 

PLUS 

SONY REMOTE COMMANDER 
1 SONY EARPHONE MICROPHONE 
SONY LONG AERIAL 
TOGETHER WORTH £139rrp 




IMQKIA^ MODEL 232. 

♦ 98 namefaumber memory ♦ 70 mins 
talk-time ♦ 16 hrs standby-time ♦ 
Complete with battery and test travel 
charger ♦ Lightweight 210g 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Your phone is covered by our 14 days 
no quibble money back promise. 



CALL HOW FOR FREE DELIVERY I « 


WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 
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rULL BRITISH DETAILS AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS Of 7»lS bni”. l-< i.i .-?!.• r. 
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Seven sue council 
in child abuse test 


I 
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Seven men and women who say 
they suffered at the hands of 
child abuser Frank Beck yes- 
terday began a claim for cora- 
' pensation in a test case. 

More than 30 others will 
awah the outcome of the hear- 
ing at the High Court in Not- 
tingham before deciding 
whether to take similar action. 

The seven claim Leicester- 
shire county council, which em- 
ployed Beck during his 13 -year 
reign of abuse at three children s 
homes, was negligent in failing 
to provide a duty of care. The 
authority is contesting the case. 

Beck was sentenced to five 
life terms for sexually abasing 
more than 100 children. Dozens 
of witnesses spoke of his cruel- 
ty during an 1 1-week trial at 
Leicester Crown Court in 1991. 

His offences included rape 
and buggery. He died, aged 52. 
from a heart attack at While- 
moor prison, Cambridgeshire, 
in June 1994. 

Between 1973 and _ 1986. 
Beck abused those in his care 


at three children's homes in 
Leicestershire. Only a chance 
remark by a mother accused of 
ill-treating her son sparked an 
investigation in 1989, three 
years after Beck had quit as 
head of the three homes. 

Richard Maxwell QC, repre- 
senting the alleged victims, told 
the court yesterday the council 
had originally accepted the 
findings of an independent in- 
quiry, the Kirkwood report, 
which criticised the authority. 
But he said the council was now 
'‘ducking and weaving”. 

Mr Maxwell said that in 1992 
ihe council accepted the seven 
were “all victims of either phys- 
ical abuse or psychological trau- 
ma or sexual abuse". 

He went on: “There was a 
lim e when the defendant ac- 
cepted without equivocation 
there was no doubt there were 
very serious management fail- 
ings in the period 1973-1986 .- 
There was a time when the de- 
fendant accepted the Kirkwood 
report spelt out how these man- 


agement failings contributed 
to the evidence that culminat- 
ed in the conviction of Beck.” 

One finding of the report was 
that the authority generally 
assumed children should not be 
believed- Mr Maxwell said: “We 
say that it was because of that 
assumption the defendant nev- 
er investigated property what 
the children were saying." 

The report, written by An- 
drew Kirkwood QC, and pub- 
lished in February 1993, further 
showed poor monitoring of 
child care standards. Files on 
children who had died or left the 
homes were destroyed after 
two years to save space. 

He said the council denied it 
bad any duty of care to protect 
the children. 

Beck, formerly of Leicester, 
always protested his innocence. 
At ms trial, Mr Justice Jowitt 
told him: “You are a man whose 
character combines consider- 
able talents and very great evfl." 

The present case is likely to 
last up to three months. 
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Look back: Artist Teny Duffy finishes the resto^mi Friday 

with a little help from John Lennon in 1960. The band played their tirst erg 


photograph: Craig Easton 


ONE OF BRITAIN'S NUCLEAR REACTORS 
HAS JUST VANISHED. 


Chinook’s final 
message puzzle 
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Chinook helicopter which 
crashed into the Mull of Kintyre 
was yesterday played to a 
hushed inquiry into the tragedy. 

It lasted only one or two sec- 
onds - and was indecipherable 
to non-expert listeners. It isnow 
known to be an unidentified 
member of the Chinook crew 

saying: “Scottish military. Good 

afternoon. This is Foxtrot Four 
Juliet Four Zero.” 

As the brief message played 
to a silent courtroom, relatives 
of the dead listened intently. 

The inquiry at Paisley, Strath- 
clyde, has been told that the 
message was sent to the Prest- 
wick air traffic control centre at 
5.55pm and 14 seconds on 
2 June, 1994 - but was not 
responded to. 

This was less than five min- 
utes before the Chinook 
crashed with the loss of 29 
lives, including Ulster's top 
police and military intelligence 
mp«aae waK snot- 
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studied after the crash. 

■Wing Commander Donald 

Devine, in charge of the military 

side of the joint civil and mili- 
tary air traffic control operation 
at Prestwick, told die inquiry he 
i had no explanation why the 


message went unheard by the 
three military staff who were 
monitoring radio traffic. _ 

A technical investigation bad 
revealed no reason why the 
message should not haw 
reached their headsets. He said 
an investigation had shown all 

three had their headsets on. and 

there was silence each side of 
the message - indicating there 
had been no conflicting mes- 
sages which would have pre- 
vented them hearing it. 

The wing commander said be 
had only been able to decipher 
the message on the tape after 
listening to it several times. It 
would have come to Prestwick 
from the two radio receivers 
about 70 nautical miles from the 

crash scene - on the Isle of Tiree 

and in the Scottish borders. 

All three staff said they’ had 
not beard it - and the reason re- 
mained a mystery. There could 
have been some, distraction 
from civilian air traffic con- 
trollers but staff had no recol- 
lection of this. 

The wing commander agreed 
with John Mitchell QC, for the 
Crown, that the call remained 
a mystery. “Nothing on the 
equipment explains it?" asked 
Mr Mitchell. “No." said the 
wing commander. 

The hearing continues. 
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It used to stand here and now it’s gone. 
For thirty years, the Universities of 
Manchester and Liverpool's research reactor 
stood on this spot. But not anymore. 

The mind boggles. Who could walk off 
with 500 tonnes of nuclear reactor 1 

Who would have such technology, and 
know-how? There’s only one possible answer. 
Yes, it was us. 

The ‘hot’ reactor core was cooled and we 
took it apart. The radioactive fuel elements 


were packed in 20 tonne steel flasks and sent 
to be reprocessed. 

From die core m the outer shielding, the 
reactor was taken to bits and components 
disposed of safely in the appropriate waste 
storage facilities. 

Even the budding has beat dismantled 
and the two acre site will soon be available 
for commercial or industrial development. 

BNFL is currently involved in many 
decommissioning projects around the world, 


involving reactors, fuel production plants, 
reprocessing plants, storage ponds and silos, 
and the recovery of radioactive materials for 
safe storage. 

These facilities - very different from one 
another - all need to be decommissioned 
safely, just as the Universities’ Reactor has 
been. Decommissioning this reactor was 
yy w fihing some people might think couldn’t 
be done. The people who did it are BNFL. 
To find out more about what we do and 


how we do it, please come and see us at the 
Sellafidd Visitors Centre in Cumbria. 

Or if you would like to receive 
further information, please write to 
Corporate Communicariom, BNFL, Risley 
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 GAS. 


To the Barbarian: 

By Else Lasker-Schuler 

Night when I Ik 
on your face, 

on the steppe of your body, 
plant cedars & almonds, 

tireless rigftt thru 
your chest 

I I burrow, seek pharaoh’s 
gold pleasures, 

your bps grown so heavy 
my wonders won ’/ ransom them, 

oh take your snow skies away, 
free my soul, 

your diamond dreams 
cut thru my veins, 

I am Joseph, I wear 
a sweet belt 

it girdles my many coloured 
son, 

fearful roar of my shells 
brings you joy 

but your heart mB admit 
no new seas, 

oh you 

youl 

Anthologies which truly enlighten and shift perspectives are 
notoriously difficult to produce. The first of two volumes of 
Poems for the Millenium published by the University Press of 
California at Berkeley, remarkably, has succeeded. By offer- 
ing “galleries” of poetry which coincide with the mam artis- 
tic movements: Futurism, Expressionism, Dada, Surrealism, 
Objectivism and Negritude, poetry is separated from its usu- 
al bed-fellow literature and joined to the main artistic move- 
ments of the century. Else Lasker-Sch&Jer (1869rl945), one 
of the early great bohemian figures around Berlin, was an Ex- 
pressionist “oriental in imagination, Jewish in theme, but Ger- 
man in lamigage" whose poem is translated here bjr Jerome 
Rothenberg and Pierre Joris. 
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Clarke pledges growth for year after year 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 


Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, yesterday brushed aside 
doubts over his forecast of 1 per 
«“} ?owth this year* and 
pledged a rise in living standards 
“year after year after year" 
Standing by his budget 
prediction, the Chancellor rave 
his bullish outline of rapidly 
improving economic prospects 


on the eve of a political Cabi- 
net meeting partly intended to 
translate economic success into 
a vole winner. 

Mr .Clarke told the British 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce: “I believe that the pun- 
dits who are being more 
pessimistic will be proved 
wrong.” The Commons Trea- 
sury Select Committee and the 
Organisation of Economic Co- 
operation and Development 


are among outside bodies which 
have questioned Mr Clarke’s 
forecast. 

The Chancellor said that he 
expected investment to pick up 
- than Ik to the fall in inflation 
and stcadDy improving company 
balance sheets - and added 
that conditions for firms “have 
rarely been better”. 

And he told his business 
audience that he expected a 
significant increase in consumer 


spending, fuelled by tax cuts, pay 
increases, payments horn build- 
ing society takeovers, maturing 
Tessas (tax-exempt savings), a 
strengthening housing market 
and rebates to customers from 
the sell-off of the National Grid. 

Mr Clarke said: “The condi- 
tions for firms to invest have 
rarely been better. Inflation is 
low, providing the stability busi- 
nesses need when making long- 
term decisions. Company 


balance sheets are in very good 
shape, with profits rising by 
around 6 per cent over the 
past year. And thanks to infla- 


tionary pressures staying low. I 
was able to reduce interest 


was able to reduce interest 
rates again last week.” 

He added: “Although it 
played an important role in 
the early stages of this recovery, 
consumer spending has not 
been the main source of growth 
over the past two years. 


“This is rare for the British 
economy. It gives rise to all the 
chatter about the so-called feel- 
good factor. Increased con- 
sumer spending should be the 
main source of growth in the 

mi- , u , r " 


economy as a whole this year. 

Mr Clarke added that be 
was not interested in “deliver- 
ing a one-year wonder" and set 
himself three tasks to ensure 
that stronger growth lasted for 
the long-term benefit of UK 


Ltd. The Chancellor said that 
he intended to “do everything 
that I can to entrench the low 
inflation culture in our society . 

This meant setting interest 
rates to achieve his inflation tar- 
get of below 23 per cent; but 
he also urged companies to 
keep firm control over pay- 
And it also meant controlling 


ample, privatising Railtrack 
and Nuclear Electric 


public spending and pushing 
ahead with improving the work- 
>omy by. 


ing of the economy 


and Nuclear Electric 

Today’s Cabinet meeting, 
without Whitehall officials pre- 
sent, wfll foots on the fightback 
against Labour. It will also con- 
centrate on the need to dis- 
seminate what ministers believe 
is good news about the econo- 
my to ensure that (he elec- 
torate's economic optimism is 
matched by an improvement in 
the Tb lies' share of the vole. 


Shadowy figure feces 
arms scandal inquiry 



CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


It was a terrible place to break- 
down, on a bleak road in Argyll. 
As the two men struggled to 
repair their van, a car pulled up. 
Instead of offering to help the 
driver got out, drew a pistol, 
shouted, “I’m a soldier you 
know” and unloaded two shots 
over their heads. 

In the circumstances, the 
comment of one of the men - 
“it was not the kind of thing that 
happens in the countryside in 
the middle of Lhe night” - was 
priceless. 

' Ibday, the brandisher of the 

g isLol appears before MBs. For 
tephan Adolphus Kock it will 
be a rare public appearance. For 
the Trade and Industry Select 
Committee it mil be a chance 
to examine one of the most 
shadowy figures to have risen 
from the worlds of intelligence 
and international arms. 

Mr Kock was fined £650 for 
the incident in Argyll m 1990. 
His lawyer explained his client . 
had spent his career in the de- 
fence industry and had devel- 
oped an acute concern for his 
personal safety. 

At the time, along with MP 
Jonathan Aitken, he was a 
director of BMARC, the 
defence supplier accused of 
sending arms to Iran in defiance 
of a government embargo. To- 
day, MPs will quiz Mr Kock over 
his knowledge of the Iran order. 


MPs to question 
maverick figure 
with contacts in 
world of espionage 


He will almost certainly leap to 
Mr Aitken’s defence and say 
directors knew nothing of the 
true destination of naval guns. 

Drawing on a background in 
business and high finance - he 
was a consultant to the Midland 
bank as well as a director of 
BMARC and its Astra parent - 
Mr Kock, who is a big, bluff 
character, will impress MPs. 

There are, though, questions 
the committee would do well to 
ponder. Secretive about his life, 
Mr Kock is thought to have 
been bom in 1927 in Czecho- 
slovakia. At some stage he em- 


igrated to Rhodesia and served 
in the country's air force. 

Subsequently he took British 
citizenship and worked for the 
British government. A brochure 
issued by the Midland boasted 
“he carried out specialised du- 
ties for the British government 
in various parts of the world”, 
including serving with the SAS. 

An Astra newsletter said “he 
carried out special assignments 


for the Foreign Office", pre- 
sumably a reference to Mm. 



Stephan Kock: Linked to 
SAS, MI6 and Pergau Dam 


su ra ably a reference to MI6. 

A measure of Mr Rock’s se- 
cretive role can be gleaned 
from two of the biggest scandals 
of recent times. He has admit- 
ted to having been involved in 
the. Pergau dam projecL in 
Malaysia. BMARC minutes re- 
veal be had inside knowledge of 
the Malaysian defence package 
which formed the quid pro quo 
for British aid for Pergau. 

. When Astra bought the Bel- 
gian firm, PRB, in 1989, it dis- 
covered the company was 
making propellant for the Iraqi 
supergun. Mr Kock contacted 
the security services. He later 
told a Department ofTtade and 
Industiy inquiry that he had 
summoned the deputy head of 
MI5 to Astra's headquarters. 

MPs may want to reflect on 
this, and his undoubted clout 
with the intelligence services, if 
he claims he thought Singa- 
pore's small armed forces real- 
ly required 140 naval guns, and 
be did not bother to find out 
where they were actually going. 


Tories cut 
key clause 
in asylum 


Bill 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 


Rote change: John Humphrys, the BBC presenter and newsreader, arriving at the Commons last night where he 
found himself on the receiving end of a grilling by a committee of Tory backbench MPs Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Lib Dems aim to oust Tories from TV slot 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


A battle is on to dislodge the 
Tories from a prime broadcast- 
ing slot for the 2 May council 
elections in favour of the Lib- 
eral Democrats who are second 
to Labour in local government. 

Under current arrangements 


the Conservatives and Labour 
annually alternate the final and 
penultimate political broad- 
casts, which would give John 
Major the Tuesday 30 April slot 
on BBC1, BBC2 and ITV. 

But the Liberal Democrats 
are lobbying the BBC and the 
Independent Television Com- 
mission to drop the convention 


now that the Tbries are trailing 
third in terms of council seats 
and councils controlled. 

Such a switch would be a se- 
vere humiliation to the Tbries 
who face ibe potential loss of 700 
more seats on top of the heavy 
losses inflicted last year. But a 
Liberal Democrat spokesman 
said: “We are second to Labour 


in numbers of ooundHois and we 
control four times as many coun- 
cils as the Conservatives." 

The parly will meanwhile 
launch a direct appeal to disil- 
lusioned “One Nation” Tbries 
with a party political broadcast 
tonight urgmg that the defection 
Of Emma Nicholson has shown 
them a non-socialist alternative. 


The Government backed down 
yesterday over a key clause of 
its Asylum BflL designed to 
make it harder for bogus 
refugees to enter Britain. 

Labour claimed that Mo- 
hamed al-Masari, the Saudi 

dissident deported to the 
Caribbean island of Dominica, 
would probably have been sent 
back to Saudi Arabia if the 
clause of the proposed legisla- 
tion had been in force at the 
time of his arrival. 

Under the clause which the 
Government dropped yester- 
day, Dr Masari would have 
been sent back to Yemen, from 
where be arrived in Britain, and 
would have had to appeal 
against the refusal of asylum 
from there. 

But the British adjudicator in 
Dr Masari’s case ruled that his 
removal to Yemen would be 
“unsafe”, according to Doug 
Henderson, Labour’s home af- 
fairs spokesman. The adjudi- 
cator accepted that the Yemeni 
authorities could have removed 
hfm to Saudi Arabia, where he 
feared persecution. 

Earlier this month the Gov- 
ernment said it would send Dr 
Masari to the Caribbean in or- 
der to maintain good relations 
with Saudi Arabia, an important 
aims export market 


Euro may be Frankenstein 
monster, warns Tebbit 







Save Choose Arrange Organise Phone Mail 


Lord Tebbit yesterday dubbed 
the embiyonic European cur- 
rency. the Euro, a “Franken- 
stein" and held out the collapse 
of Dutch aircraft makers 
Fokker as a vision of the in- 
dustrial future under a single 
currency. 

Though the former Tory par- 
ty chairman was relaxed about 
the idea of a core of European 
Union members going ahead 
with the Euro, he told a Lords 
committee it was “extremely im- 
portant” that Britain remain 
outside. 

The disintegration of Fokker, 
with the expected loss of 8,000 
jobs in the Netherlands, was a 
“classic example” of the perils 
of a single currency. The in- 
ternational civil aircraft market 
was tied to the US dollar but the 
Dutch guilder was kept high be- 
cause it was tied to the Goman 
mark. Lord Tfebbil said. 

Peers on the European Com- 
munities Committee are con- 
ducting an inquiry into the 
consequences of a minority of 
EU countries going it alone on 
monetary union - shadowing 
the ministerial study claimed by 
John Major as his success at De- 
cember's Madrid summit 


Collapse of Dutch aircraft firm used to 
show ‘peril' of single currency as Lords 
debate staying out of monetary union 


Inside 

Parliament 


Stephen 

Goodwin 


Lord Tebbit’s thesis was 
echoed -or informed - by Pro- 
fessor Patrick Minford, the 
right-wing economist, who had 
no qualms about Britain being 
“part of the awkward squad” 
over monetary union. 

Both were dismissive of sug- 
gestions ftwit, as Lord Tebbit put 
it,“ the caddish British, irre- 
sponsible Italians or the devious 
Greeks” would devalue their 
currencies to gain an edge over 
a single currency group com- 
mitted to the German path of 
rectitude. 

They also emphasised that 
any discrimination by the “ins” 
to counter the competitive ad- 


vantage of the “outs” would be 
in breach of the Treaty of 
Rome. 

Prof Minford acknowledged 
the fern of industrialists, relayed 
by Lord Has! am, chairman of 
Bechtel and former head of 
British Steel, that the “ins” 
would retaliate if their busi- 
nesses were suffering. 

The “resentment factor” was 
a very valid concern. Prof Min- 
ford said, pointing out that in- 
ward investment was based on 
the fact that Britain was already 
40 per cent cheaper than Ger- 
many in labour costs. 

If access to the single market 
continued unchecked and 
Britain stayed outside the social 
chapter, then the country would 
remain the place for the Japan- 
ese to invest “Europe will have 
to change,” Prof Minford said. 
It could not continue in a “cul- 
de-sac" of social protection 
that enabled Britain to capture 
such a huge percentage of in- 
vestment 

Lord Tebbit disagreed with 


Baroness O'Cathain, a Con- 
servative, that 'the “ins” would 
have more power and influence 
over EU economic policy. 

“Not necessarily," he replied. 
“Before long they would face 
the reality that you can't have 
two finance minis ters for one 
currency and they would move 
inexorably to political union. 
Whether that would be a Tove- 
mVtira political disaster we may 
all have to guess!” 

Later, Baroness Cbalker, 
Minis ter of State at the Foreign 
Office, told peers the Govern- 
ment had “ruled nothing in 
and nothing out” over joining 
a single currency by the opti- 
mistic date of 1 January 1999. 

Her words will not be music 
to the ears of Tory Euro-scep- 
tics wbo yesterday again called 
on the Prune Minister to declare 
his opposition to the Euro. 

As the group launched a 
document warning of an 
avalanche of directives from 
Brussels, Teresa Gorman, MP 
for Bfllericay, said John Major 
had “a golden opportunity to 
take another initiative in order 
to distinguish us from Labour 
who are going to cave in to Eu- 
rope hook, line and sinker”. 
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Former ‘wet’ attacks right-wing lurch 


Now we 5 re talking mortgages, 




COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


In an astonishing attack on 
John Major's leadership, a for- 
mer Cabinet minister has ac- 
cused the Tories of lurching 
towards right-wing nationalist 
extremism. Lord Gilmour, a 
Tbiy peer, and one of the lead- 
ing “wets” in the Thatcher Cab- 


inet. accuses the Tbries of be- 
ing more right- wing under Mr 
Major than under Baroness 
Thatcher, reopening the 
wounds over the One Nation 
group of Tbry MPs. 

His intervention will infuri- 
ate Tbry party leaders meeting 
today to discuss strategy for 
uniting the party, with Tory 
MPs cock-a-hoop at the dam- 


age inflicted on Labour over the 
Harriet Harman affair. Warn- 
ing the One Nation Tory MPS 
that they have woken up to the 
right-wing lurch too late, be pre- 
dicts in Prospect , a political 
monthly, that the Tories will 
choose Michael Portillo as their 
leader, if they are forced into 
oppos iti on alter the election. 

“National Liberalism will be 


the party’s rating ideology, a Na- 
tional Liberalism which will 
not be akin to National Social- 
ism but winch will still be deeply 
unappealing,” he says. “Its Na- 
tionalism will take the form of 
being stridently offensive to 
our European partners ...while 
not jibbing at sealing off our 
finest pubSc buildings and our 
remaining industry.” 
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WRfc AA personal membership, 
aB-roand protection offers— 

• Cover even when driving 
someone eLse’s car or when 
travelling as a passenger. 


• Day-and-night, year-round 
service from the UK’s leading 
motoring assistance organisation. 


• Roadside help whether your 
vehicle is immobilised as a result 
of breakdown, accident, theft 
or vandalism. 


• Over 80% of all breakdowns 
fixed at the roadside. 


CaH as today and yoa cotrid save £5 

Now, if you pay annually by direct 
debit or continuous credit card 
authority, AA protection can be 


yours from jusr £36* a year. 

That’s the equivalent of only 
£3 a month, and is £5_off the 
cash-payment price of £41. 


• Priority to members in 
vulnerable situations, including 
lone women. 


To join, call free now on 

0500 444 999 

and ask for extension 6024 
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First Lady In the spotlight: Grand jury appearance eclipses President Clinton's big speech 

Hillary faces 
ordeal over 
Whitewater 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Mercifully for the dignity of the 
presidency, Hillary Clinton will 
oe able to use a tunnel from an 
underground garage when she 
enters the District of Columbia's 
federal courthouse for her ap- 
pointment with the Whitewater 
grand jury on Friday, thus es- 
caping a media horde that might 
stretch from one end of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue to the other. 

But that is probably the onlv 
consolation to be drawn by the 
White House from an embar- 
rassment never visited before 
upon a Fust Lady. Mrs Clinton, 
as her defenders tirelessly argue, 
may have committed no crime. 
But her summons alone has 
been a public relations disaster 
for a White House girding up 
for the President’s StaLe of the 
Union address last night, which 
for all practical purposes was 
the first salvo in his 1996 battle 
for re-election. 

The minds of his audience of 
senators, congressmen and no- 
tables from every walk of life 
were less preoccupied with lofty 
presidential observations on 
taxes, a balanced budget, 
Bosnia or other burning topics 
than the political predicament 
brought about by his wife. 

Four years after the details of 
a minor property venture first 
began to interest the American 
press, the Republican party 
and the judiciary, Mrs Clinton 
is more inextricably enmeshed 
in Whitewater's coils than ever. 
The woman who was a huge 
campaign asset for her husband 
in 1992 has become the most di- 
visive First Lady in modern 
history - and a potential mill - 
stone in the election. 

Even before news of the sub- 
poena issued by the indepen- 
dent counsel, Kenneth Starr, 
emerged on Monday evening, 
her disapproval ratings stood 
above 50 per cent in opinion 

polK- . . . . 

Of itself her appearance be- • 
fore the grand jury (an inves- 


tigative as well as accusatory 
body which determines what if 
any charges should be brought 
in a case) proves nothing Nei- 
ther she nor the President has 
been indicted of any wrong- 
doing in the tangle of 1980s 
business dealings in Arkansas 
collectively known as White- 
water, nor has she received a 
“target letter” from the special 
prosecutor that would indicate 
she is a suspect. 

In many respects, the affair is 
straight out of Pirandello - a cast 
of players in search of a crime 
or, as a Ittishmgton Post news- 
paper columnist wrote yesterday, 



Bill Clinton: The ‘character 
question' has been revived 

“a roomful of shady characters 
but no corpse,” where conspir- 
acy theories are 10 a penny but 
facts are rare as gold dust. But 
the mere allegations of mis- 
deeds by the First Lady suffice 
to revive the “character ques- 
tion" which has dogged her hus- 
band ever since he took office. 

Grand jury proceedings are 
secret but the issue at the 
heart of the Friday hearings is 
clear: whether the White 
House, In the person of Mrs 
Clinton, her personal aides or 
any other functionary, con- 
spired to obstruct justice over 
a sheaf of documents sub- 
poenaed and sought in vain for 
two years, which then turned up 
in a privat e room in the private 
quarters in the East Wing of the 
While House. 


The 116 pages detail work 
done by Mrs Clinton as a part- 
ner in the Rose law firm in Little 
Rock ou behalf of Madison 
Guaranty, tbe savings bank 
which collapsed in 1989 and 
which was owned by tbe Clin- 
tons' former partner In the 
original Whitewater property 
venture. 

The whereabouts of the doc- 
uments since 1992, when they 
were found to be trussing from 
the Rose files, have been a mys- 
tery. They are covered with an- 
notations by Vince Foster, Mrs 
Clinton’s framer Rose colleague, 
and close friend who moved to 
Washington with the Clintons in 
1993 to become deputy White 
House counsel. That July Mr 
Foster committed suicide. The 
Republican-led committee on 
Capitol HH1 investigating White- 
water insinuates that the papers 
were improperly taken from Mr 
Foster’s office by staff of Mrs 
Clinton. 

Then on 4 January they reap- 
peared- lying on a table in the 
book room of the residence. In 
testimony last week, the aide 
who happened upon them. Mrs 
Clinton's director of personal 
correspondence, Carolyn Hu- 
ber, said she thought they had 
been left there with the delib- 
erate purpose of being found. 
Ms Huber has already testified 
before the grand jury. Now it is 
Mrs Oiuton’s turn, along with 
an executive assistant, her pri- 
vate lawyer, and Gary Walters, 
the head White House usher. 

But the closer the examina- 
tion, the more numerous the 
questions. Why should the doc- 
uments have turned up at all? 

If they are as innocuous as Mrs 
Clinton insists why did they van- 
ish in the first plat*? And what 
was Vince Foster’s involvement? 

More than 20 years ago, 
Alexander Haig attributed the 
erasure of IS minutes of Oval 
Office tapes sought by the Wa- 
tergate investigators to “sinister 
forces”. In the case of the re- 
found files, the same unearthly 
powers are apparently at work 



Art world agog 
over NY’s ‘new 
Michelangelo’ 


DAVID USBORNE 

NewVbrk 

New York can boast many 
priceless artworks, in galleries 
from the Guggenheim to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
but it has not been able to count 
a sculpture by Michelangelo 
among them. Not until now. 

In a find that has the art world 
agog, it seems that a 3ft (lm) 
statue of a naked boy bearing 
a quiver of arrows in the shape 
of a lion's paw, unnoticed for 
years in the lobby of a Fifth Av- 
enue mansion belonging to the 
French government, may be 
an early work of the 16th-cen- 
tury Italian master. 

Credit for the discovery is be- 
ing conferred on Dr Kathleen 
Weft-Gams Brandt, a lecturer 
at the New York Institute of 
Fine Arts. She had for years 
been famili ar with the statue, 
which rests on a Roman-style 
altar in the gloomy lobby of a 
house built at the turn of the 
century by a famous New York 
architect, Stanford White. The 
building is just around the cor- 
ner from the Institute and bous- 
es the French cultural centre. 

It was only last October, that 
the possibly great origins of the 
piece began to dawn on Dr 
Brandt. Tbe cultural centre 
was the venue for an exhibition 
of French decorative aits, and 


for tbe first time. Dr Brandt saw 
tbe statue under the revealing 
glare of spotlights. “It remind- 
ed me forcefully in its every 
detail of the earliest works of 
Michelangelo.” she said. 

Subsequent research has 
revealed that the extensively 
damaged piece was offered at 
auction in London in 1902 by a 
Florentine collector, Stefano 
BardinL It failed to attract a 
good price and was returned to 
Italy, where Mr White acquired 
it bom a dealer. He shipped the 
statue to New York, and set it 
in the lobby of his new mansion. 

Among those supporting Dr 
Brandt's Lheory is Nicholas 
Penny, chief curator for the Ital- 
ian Renaissance at Lhe Nation- 
al Gallery in London. “I am 
convinced she is right,” he told 
the New York Times. “The more 
one looks at ft, the more It grows 
on one, not only as a remark- 
able work of art but something 
that makes sense as a work of 
Michelangelo”. 

The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art has offered to exhibit the 
boy, but is only one among sev- 
eral museums manoeuvring to 
provide Him with a new — and 
presumably belter-lit - haven. 
There has been no word so far 
from the French government, 
nor from the directors of a 
great art museum far from New 
York, tbe Louvre. 


Embarrassment: A smiling Mrs Clinton arriving at the White House. This week’s 
hearings could imperil her husband's re-election Photograph: Wiffredo Lee/AP 


Galileo unlocks 
Jupiter surprises 

layers of amm onia, ammonium 
hydrosulphide, and water and 
ice - was not there. The absence 
of water and lightning, essential 
prerequisites for life, puzzled re- 
searchers, who had expected to 
find both. TTiey were also sur- 

C d by the low levels of be- 
j oxygen and neon. 

The density, temperature 
and wind speeds of the atmos- 
phere were all higher than ex- 
pected, which has led 
astronomers to wonder if their 
ideas about how the planet 
formed are correct. Richard 
Young, of Nasa’s Ames Re- 
search Center, said “We are left 
to wonder, ‘Where is the oxy- 
gen? Where is the water?' ” 
News Analysis, page 13 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

Astronomers around the world 
are digesting the news that 
Jupiter's atmosphere contains 
almost no water, and less heli- 
um than expected. They may 
now have to rethink theories on 
how the planets formed. 

The information, just re- 
leased by Nasa, the US space 
agency, came from the Galileo 
>ace probe, which travelled to 
te enormous gas giant's outer 
atmosphere and dropped a 
smaller probe into it last month. 
The data has taken until now to 
be sent back and collated. 

The probe found that the ex- 
pected cloud structure - three 


The heart to grieve for all 
America’s Billy Baileys 


Dover, Delaware — You look 
at Anne Coleman and you 
wonder how a human being can 
endure so much. 

Her oldest son, Tim, is brain- 
damaged, the victim of a bru- 
tal, unprovoked assault by 
strangers. Her daughter Frances 
was murdered, aged 24, in a Los 
Angeles back street, leaving a 
two-year-old child. The 
youngest of her three children, 
Danny, devastated by bis sister’s 
death, committed suicide. 

Tonight a dose friend, a dou- 
ble murderer by the name of 
Billy Bailey, will hang from the 
Delaware gallows. 

All these calamities seem a 
long way from Lutterworth, in 
Leicestershire, where she was 
born in 1941 and led, until her 
departure for the United States 
aged 17, an uncommonly 
theatrical, but far from tragic, 
family life. Shortly after the end 
of the Second World War her 
mother had an affair with a Ger- 
man prisoner of war who was 18 
years her junior. In 194S her 
parents divorced, and mother 
married her German lover. 

When Anne was 16 and just 
out of school, she met an Amer- 
ican air force sergeant, Claude 
Coleman, who was based at Lut- 
terworth. Sgt Coleman was 30 
and black. He was the first 
black person she had ever seen. 
In the face of fierce family op- 
position. she married him. “lAy 
rather was outraged. He said it 
wouldn't last six mouths. We’ve 
been married 38 years.” 

That was the only piece of 
good news Mis Coleman relat- 
ed during a three-hour conver- 
sation at her home in Dover, a 
small and unremarkable Amer- 
ican town in a sliver of a state 
barely bigger than the county 
where she was bora. Since mov- 
ing to Dover three years ago 

from Buffalo in New York stale, 

she has risen above her neigh- 
bourhood's tranquil anonymity, 
making a name for herself in 
Delaware as a fervent cam- 
paigner against the death penal- 
ty— a stand which seems hard 
to reconcile with the mother of 
a woman whose killer was 
never caught 

“Look.” she said, “if someone 
had given me a gun at the time 
and said ‘This man killed 
Frances,’ I would cheerfully 


John Carlin on why one Englishwoman 
campaigns against execution in the US 


have killed him. But that was tbe 
heat of the moment. The anger, 
sorrow, everything. But 
rationally I know I couldn't 
shoot someone. And I would 
never countenance tbe state 
doing it for me. It is a sicken- 
ing, barbaric and medieval 
practice.” 

In the US, in particular, it was 
“a terrible lottery”, Mrs Cole- 
man said, in which the more 
poor and helpless you are, the 
greater the chances that you will 
be convicted of murder and sen- 
tenced to die. 

Had Billy Bailey been de- 
fended by OJ Simpson’s “dream 
team" of lawyers, instead of by 
a public defender who had 
been disbarred from private 
practice for not caring enough 
about his clients, it is unlikely 
he would be on Death Row. 

Bailey’s crime, Mrs Coleman 
acknowledges, was horrendous. 
He shot dead an elderly couple 
in an alcoholic frenzy after rob- 
bing a liquor store. But the cir- 
cumstances of his life, which she 
teased out of him during 18 
months of Death Row visits, 
made such an explosion almost 
inevitable. 

“He’s been a thief all his life. 


Even as a child he had to steal 
food to survive. He was one of 
23 children. They lived in a two- 
room shack with their father, 
who married four times. Billy’s 
mother died when he was six 
months old. 

“The woman his father re- 
married was brutal to Billy. 
When he was 10 his father 
died, and after the funeral was 
over she abandoned BjHy and 
his 12-year-old sister at the 
cemetery.” 

A married half-brother 
brought him to Delaware. The 
half-brother abused and beat 
him and during all of his teens 
he was in and out of juvenile 
detention centres. “Billy, I 
think, is someone condemned 
to death the moment he was 
bora,” she said. 

Prison was Bailey’s first 
home. She was his first moth- 
er. “Even though he’s only six 
years younger than I am, I feel 
very maternal towards him. be- 
cause he’s never had any af- 
fection in his life.” When she 
visited Bailey for the last time 
on Saturday he asked her for a 
strange gift of love: to be his wit- 
ness at the Hanging She agreed, 
but the warden refused. 



Billy Bailey; He goes to the Delaware gallows tonight 


That may be because the 
warden fears a botched job, and 
would rather avoid Mrs Cole- 
man teDing the world about it, 
drawing graphic attention to the 
fact that for its population 
Delaware has a higher execution 
rate than Tfexas, or any other 
American state. 

“Last week,” Mrs Coleman 
said, explaining her suspicions, 
“four people from the 
Delaware corrections depart- 
ment went to Washington state 
to learn how to hang people. No 
one here knows how to do iL In 
Washington state they've had 
two in the last five years, so 
they’re Lhe American experts. I 
believe they’ve been doing some 
hanging training with heavy 
sacks since they got back. 
They’re weighing BQly daily." 

Bailey has also had to suffer 
the indignity of having his false 
teeth removed, for fear that he 
deliberately chokes himself on 
them. But he has retained some 
vestiges of pride. A curious 
sense of pride. He was gjven the 
option of being executed by 
lethal injection — indeed, the 
authorities have pleaded with 
him to allow himself to be 
killed that way — but he was 
originally sentenced to hang and 
has exercised his legal right to 
ensure the sentence is enforced. 
“I'm not a dog,” he has told Mrs 
Coleman. “I'm not going to let 
them put me to sleep”. 

Bailey is scheduled to hang 
one minute after midnight 
tonight (just after 5am British 
time tomorrow ). Mrs Coleman 
means to demonstrate all day 
today in protest at his execution 
outside the Governor’s house. 
At night she will camp as near 
as she can to a barn inside the 
prison where the gallows Iras 
been erected. “You know the 
time of death when ft comes,” 
said Mrs Coleman, who has at- 
tended these grisly vigils before. 
“You feel it in the air. It’s like 
a huge collective gasp." 

When the gasping is done 
Mrs Coleman will return home 
and she will sit and grieve for 
Billy Bailey, for her son and 
daughter and aD the other Bil- 
ly Baileys, all 3,046 of them at 
the las. count, that await his fate 
on America's Death Rows. 
She will grieve as only she 
knows how. 



A LOAN? 



USE YOUR 
PLASTIC. 

When you need a loan but you don't need oil the fuss, 
just pick up a phone. 

A fast loan from Mercantile Credit is the easy, affordable 
way to apply for anything from £500 to £1 5,000. There's 
no interview, and we don't ask for any security. 

We'll simply pop a cheque over in the post for you to 
spend on virtually anything. 

What's more, you can have up to a whole 5 years to 
pay us back. 

So if you need a loan, pick up the phone or post the 
application form today. 

MCHmimiu 

0800 111 777 







fcAMBl tapfec L fc aprir fcr ® USB t*. ■» fc «bi rf fc Ibpni tow* pba 

fetid sri dan 2AngRfcoapq 

ttl Bant fOjdk Bjtl fl 1 fa adt b s HJBO fan. 0 m € unfa ptd icpcy £1653! pe wfi far 
fadakh/K fade ISA fefcdwMWsbfcttmii 




WE'LL ASK THESE SIMPLE 
QUESTIONS WHEN YOU RING 


B FREEPHONE 0800 111 777 

8am tifl 9pm Monday to Friday, or 9am tifl 5pm Saturdays, 
or 10am till 7pm Sundays and quote this number 31 34 
Loam one not available to people under 25 yean of age. 
Subject to status. 

:x J by pat! ptatam c omp im duery icctioo cA tfva tonn. 

\ any cpJ— fan is irralmmi pleant write N/A. 

(U» BjOCX CAPS throughout). 

Plea— nefe dal soma afli may ba raavdod or moneorad far Mining pupo—s. 
Hava you akwjdy mode an uppficatiofi by phone? fa □ No □ 


/ / 19 


I On .Mi darn hi m* would 

Si roup-bia- I ) 

mm. .ta— <M I 1 


VIvaaKdM PIN— F] —d 


H— fcnaiia— Inaa | | >mu 

Ha aH al»ia M l — >odi>ed 


Td-ab-ori, 


Mon on nrbahnS Q 

I do nai i — #■ Ha m ah B—oai 
Hon Ond iqi d— d >!»■» — 
'uenw iJ' riat— lup up oi— S 
I — mfaiatoiOt 1—1 


ssss-mmm 
r.i.ixaTi) 

feaudhddSw* Q tton 

TAJ you h— — ,qnfcm h ^ 

C|Wa □— Can! □!*— > □*— 

QmM □ O— - C— G— I 


•dm*— 1 1 


g ^ r m rxaprp 

□— iQs* pwo — «□£££ °! aA ** nOW -.,_ 

’*>■■<***». Q SSZ1S7J*” 

n Hr— i— Qkai □ w *r 

□ c 



h > 0|O— Boned dm wo — wo 

Q i7—i Qm—* □» 

□ «— . Gao — 


Sfar (fa— MM rn 171 bn or If— pif— , —apMe and —or Ala 
— — ~nta: 

.c-m.nimriinpae-iei.uii-p.ai utm.ihdo.i 


MERCANTILE CREDIT 


L O A A 5 BY PH O X E 


FRffiOST, PO Bw rat, Utrpool LM BEJ 







international 


uM'AKVW* 


UN seeks deal for new Boutros term 
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Boutros-Ghali: Saving face 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

A high-level deal is under dis- 
cussion at the United Nations 
to guarantee the re-election of 
the Secretary-General, Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali, on condition 
that be steps down after two 
more years in office. 

Mr Boutros-Ghali, 73, com- 
pletes his first term at the end 
of this year, and most senior UN 
officials believe be will want to 
run for a second five-year term. 
The Secretary-General has not 
stated his intentions publicly and 


Bosnia. His personal relations 

on a visit to London this month to run in a contested election formal discussion among dipto- fen with the US ambassador to the 

gave the impression in private against an incumbent," said a mats from the major regional from me Amranam Madeleine AlbrighL 

-- — the gift of elegant Frencn ana ^’^.^offidaitobe^pncK- 

tient English. Jr 

But his period m office nas *> «v«Kion’ . 

“s^memberstatabel^ 

as" 

mg budgetary crisis whit* has that of bis F* ^ proto- 


mats from the major regional 

that he was undecided, fte has, diplomat. “That's the way it is.” powersattheUN.Aaxudmgto me giuj w - aid bv one-- — . 

however, engaged a high-pro- The deal would require Mr Article 97 of the UN Charter, fltmnt E ng us n^ ^ ^ jy _ 'breaking into^shoutmg 

He spokeswoman, Sylvana Foa, Boutros-Ghali to step down at “the Secretary-General shall ” 
to improve the UN's presen ta- the end of 1998, when be will be appointed by the General 
uarteis be 76, thus creating the prece- Assembly upon the recom- 
dent for a single seven-year pe- mendation of the Security 
riod in office. Critics of the Council” Da practice the ap- 
present UN system argue that pointznent involves a delicate 


lion of its case at 
in New York. 

The attraction of the bargain 
is that it would allow Mr Bou- 
tros-Ghali to preserve his dig- 
nity and it would avoid an 
embarrassing conflict overa job 
that is falsely supposed to be de- 
cided by international goodwill 
and consensus. “None of the 
credible contenders would want 


restricting the Secretary-Gen- harmony between regional, ganisation. He nasoKap^J - __ ^ prefer the job tore 

eral to one seven-year term racial and linguistic sensitivities, ed some key member suhcswdo ' t „ S pinal description 

would remove the 
for patronage and el 
ing which plagues all top 

jobs and hampers reform. ideal candidate before his elec- the US over uin pea«?^cc>^€. ~ friT _ 0 f the UN. 

The aCTangement is under in- tion in 1991 - a Coptic Christ- operations in Somalia and 


Mr Boutros-Ghali, a former wantwi wholesale^ re f pf^_5f jj SjeUN as^Scbief 



Kinnock puts his money on 
single European currency 


Brussels — < NeO Kinnock, the 
European Union Transport 
Commissioner, is strongly urg- 
ing a new Labour government 
to take Britain into the single 
cnrrency at the start, should oth- 
er countries deride to go ahead 
in 1999. Mr Kinnock also be- 
lieves it would be a “perilous" 
error for Tony Blair, the Labour 
l ead e r, to horn a referendum on 
the single currency before 
deciding whether to join. 

So far, Mr Blair has made no 
commitment to join monetary 
union in 1999, saying labour's 
decision would be based on the 
“consent” of the people, which 
could mean it intends to hold 
a referendum, or call for a 
mandate to join the single cur- 
rency in the next election. In an 
interview with the Independent, 
a year after he joined the Eu- 
ropean Commission, Mr Kin- 
nock stressed this week that 
he has no wish to “back-seat dri- 
ve". But be warned that if the 
single currency begins in 1999, 
“life outside for any length of 
time for any major economy 
would not be easy." 

Mr Kinnock spoke with con- 
fidence and optimism about a 
Labour victory in the next elec- 
tion, and predicted that Mr 
Blair would emerge as a new 
reader for Europe’s centre-left 
over the next decade, saying: 
“He has the brains and the wifi. 
I think he can do it, though he 
might not realise it yet-” The for- 
mer Labour leader says he is en- 
joying exercising power of his 
own for die first time. Ycster- 


Neil Kinnock teiis Sarah Helm why 
Britain must join EMU from the start 


dav he launched plans for a “cit- 
izens' network” to boost Eu- 
rope’s public transport. 

However, his confident pre- 
dictions about Labour and Eu- 
rope are clearly rooted in the 
assumption that Labour must 
first strengthen its commitment 
to a single currency. A refer- 
endum on a single issue, such 
as monetary union, would 
achieve nothing for Labour, 
he believes. “I think salami ref- 
erendums on specific aspects of 
policy are perilous — perilous 
to the national interest, and not 
just to the reputation of politi- 
cians. 1 am not offering advice 
to the leader of the Labour Par- 
tv. But if there was a referen- 


dum, for whatever reasons, 
then It could be about one re- 
alistic question — in or out.” 

Any overt attempt by Mir 
Kinnock to influence the Britidi 
political debate on Europe in 
the run-up to a British election 
would be deemed highly con- 
troversial in Brussels, fit No- 
vember, Mr Kinnock angered 
his Commission partners by 
suggesting in a private speech 
in Britain that the 1999 target 
date for the single currency 
was “unrealistic” — which some 
observers speculated was de- 
signed to help Labour. The 
claim is entirely unproven, and 
Mr Kinnock refuses to repeat 
his prediction, having been 



Nell Kinnock: Referendum on EMU would be ‘perilous’ 
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Tokyo trains set to fly into future 


reprimanded by Jacques Santa; 
the Commission President 

However, he still maintains 
that a delay for EMU would not 
be disastrous, and dismisses 
predictions that it would lead to 
a collapse for the EU, saying the 
idea that monetaiy union is only 
sustainable and credible if it 
takes place on a particular day 
“is simply not supportable”. 
He continued: “I thinfc the fu- 
ture will be better with mone- 
tary umon, but the idea that this 
edifice mil fall apart if it doesn't 
start in 1999 is an overstate- 
ment, to say the least/* 

Mr Kinno ck knows that his 
moderate, anti-federalist views 
can only help Labour in its at- 
tempts to defuse Eurosceptic 
sentiment. Mr Kinnock is eager 
to emphasise that federalism has 
gone out of fashion: “There is 
nobody in Brussels who really 
wants to build a super-state.” 

He talks of the need to 
strengthen the powers of 
national parliaments over de- 
cision-making in Brussels. Fed- 
eralist expectations raised by 
Maastricht were “misplaced”, 
and changed circumstances now 
demand more “restraint” when 
the new inter-governmental 
conference starts in March. 

Neil Kinnock campaigned 
fora “No" vote in the 1975 ref- 
erendum on Europe. That, he 
says today, was “a very long time 
ago” and he now talks as if be- 
ing pro-European is the most 
natural thing in the worid“Blair 
takes it for granted that Britain 
must be engaged with Europe." 



Flying underground: An artist’s concept of the proposed £260bn turbo-prop powered 
Geoplane system; Japanese scientists are seeking finance to develop the winged 
subway train which would ‘fly’ 400 commuters between Tokyo and Osaka at up to 
375mph, cutting the journey time from three hours to 50 minutes Photograph: Reuter 


Bosnians 
agree to 
free Serb 

prisoners 

CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

TuzJa 

The Bosnian &***!*? 

showed signs yesterday of soft- 
ening its demand for inf p n °i 
tkm on thousands of 

are missing and presmwd^ad 

in Serb-held areas of Bosnia. 

The Muslim-led government 
had refused to release 
Serb prisoners unless it learnt 
the fate of the missing. 

Although some Serb ana 
Croat prisoners have been scl 
free, about 600 detainees from 
all three factions stiU awaU rc- 
1 ease, which should have taken 

place by last Friday under the 
Davton agreement. But yes- 
terday the US human lights en- 
voy, John Shattuck. said after 
talks in Sarajevo with President 
Aina Izetbegovic: "I was assured 
bvthe President that he will con- 
tinue to release prisoners. 

This followed a warning by 
the US Secretary of State, war- 
ren Christopher, that Bosnia 
could lose US aid to rebuild its 
army and repair war damage. 

The International Red Cross, 
which is responsible for over- 
seeing the release of prisoners 
of war, and the peace imple- 
mentation force, I-For. insists 
that the release of prisoners 
must be unconditional. But the 
Bosnian government has in- 
sisted on using the Serb pris- 
oners as a bargaining counter, 
contrary to international hu- 
manitarian law. 

The peace agreement con- 
tinues to hold. In the British- 
controlled sector, two Bosnian 
military police vehicles have 
been seized in the 4km-wide 
zone of separation straddling 
the ceasefire line and weapons 
have been confiscated. 

On Monday the Bosnian gov- 
ernment army in Travnik told 
the British liaison officer they 
were going to test some 105mm 
and 122mm artillery rounds. 
Under the peace agreement, 
they have to give five days’ no- 
tice for such firings. According 
to a British spokesman, the 
liaison officer raised a “red 
card" but the Bosnian corps said 
the ammunition had been man- 
ufactured at a local factory and 
that the Dayton provisions 
therefore did not apply. 

Whereas the area overrun by 
the Bosnian Croats in Septem- 
ber is almost deserted and 
shows the signs of recent dev- 
astation, the area which has 
been returned to Bosnian gov- 
ernment control appeals less 
badly damaged, and yesterday 
local people were out walking 
and children were playing. 

But the former battle fronts 
are mainly quiet. Large areas 
formerly controlled by the 
Bosnian Serbs and recaptured 
in the final phase of the war are 
now open to traffic from the 
Muslim-Croat federation and 
the UN, and from I-For. which 
enjoys freedom of movement 
over the whole country. 

The government has also 
re-established control over a tar- 
mac road running across the 
wild and desolate Ozren district, 
dramatically Improving access 
to the big city of Tuzla, which 
for years could be reached only 
over a tortuous mountain route. 
Along the strategic highway, 
new road signs have sprouted, 
pointing to Tuzla. They appear 
to be a proclamation of victo- 
ry, as much as information. 


Delors doubts on EMU fuel 
Euro-scepticism in France 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Could it be that France, until 
now one of the most fervent 
supporters of a angle European 
currency, is having second 
thoughts about the project? 
On and off the record, senior 
French officials are adamant 
that nothing is amiss. But when 
Jacques Delors, former presi- 
dent of the European Com- 
mission and an architect of the 
Maastricht treaty, says that 
even he is having serious 
doubts, the prospects for a sin- 
gle currency seem to dim. 

In the Bordeaux newspaper 
Sud-Ouest yesterday, Mr Defers 
referred to evidence of an eco- 
nomic slowdown in Europe and 
said: “The news from France 
and Germany is not reassuring. 
It will be difficult to achieve eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
within the agreed timetable [by 
1 January, 1999]." Only four 
months ago, Mr Debts was in- 
sisting that the deadline could 
and would be met 

Mr Delors, of course, is not 
the French government nor 
yet a member of any elected 
body in France, though he ad- 
vises the Socialist opposition. As 
one of France's most faithful 
Euiophiles and most popular 


political figures, however, his 
words are noticed. In this case, 
they also chimed with a certain 
Euro -sceptical tendency in 
France that seems, if not to be 
growing, then to be edging into 
the open without apology. 

The day before the interview 
appeared, doubts about the 
single currency or its timetable 
were voiced by two other senior 
figures in France, both seen as 
supporters of the project. Jean 
Gandois, president of the main 
French employers’ organisa- 
tion, said cheerfully that if the 
January 1999 deadline were 
not met, “I wouldn't see it as a 
crisis; what is important is the 
movement towards a single cur- 
rency .uiot the calendar." 

The other, Marc Vidnot, 
head of one of France's biggest 
banks, Societe Gendrale, was 
more forthright. Citing the 
slowing of economic growth, he 
described France's dances of 
meeting the single currency cri- 
teria as “negligible”. The Maas- 
tricht treaty, he said, should be 
renegotiated and the introduc- 
tion of the single currency post- 
poned. 

Their congnents were pub- 
lished only days after two long- 
standing opponents of the 
treaty - the chairman of the Na- 
tional Assembly, Philippe 


S^guin, and the head of Beu- 


out with fierce restatements of 
their position. 

Mr Sfiguin said he regarded 
the idea that it was “now or 
never” for the single currency 
as “stupidity of historic pro- 
portions”. Mr Calvet, for his 
part, said that the fall of the 
Berlin wall had rendered the 
Maastricht treaty irrelevant 
“Maastricht no longer exists,” 
he said “Maastricht is dead” 

The question is whether they 
sensed that the national mood 
might now be running in their 
favour, or whether the govern- 
ment quietly set the single cur- 
rency “debate” in train to 
prepare public opinion for what 
would be a major change of pol- 
icy. The prospect that growth in 
France could fall as low as 1.5 


per cent this year, and the bud- 
get deficit prove impossible to 
shrink without risking social 
unrest, could make a revision of 
the single currency timetable a 
tempting option. 

Key people still insist, how- 
ever, that France is on course 
for 1999- The governor of the 
Bank of France, Jean-Qaude 
Trichet, said last week that 
France could meet the criteria, 
and on time. Senior officials 
note that any change would re- 
quire a renegotiation of the 
Maastricht treaty, and fresh 
ratification by the French par- 
liament - the inference being 
that it might not get through. 
But their assurances are in- 
creasingly sprinkled with ref- 
erences to “flexibility" and 
“pragmatism”, leaving plenty of 
escape routes open. 
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Amir tells , Burundi crisis: Government tethers as ethnic killings multiply and country slides into chaos 

shot Rabin 
‘for God’ 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Yigal Amir confessed yesterday 
to killing Yitzhak Rabin, Israel's 
prune minister, but said it was 
unpremeditated. In a rambling 
statement at the start of his tri- 
al, be said; “My aim was to shoot 

him in such a way as to end his 
activity as prime minister, either 
by paralysing him or. if there 
was no choice, by killing him." 

Asked if he regretted mur- 
dering Rabin, Mr Amir 25, a 
Jaw student from a religious 
family, said; “No." He also said 
he carried out the assassination 
“for the greater glory of God". 
His lawyer said he had advised 
him not to make a statement but 
that it amounted to a plea of not 
guilty to premeditated murder. 

Mr Amir's claim that he 
would have preferred to wound 
Rabin was contradicted by a po- 
liceman who spoke to him in the 
hours after the assassination. He 
said when he told Mr Amir as 
a test that Rabin was not dead, 
be appeared disappointed and 
said: “That cannot be." 

Mr Amir also seemed to 
contradict himself when he ad- 
mitted he fired twice more af- 
ter the first shot to make sure 
Rabin would die. “I didn't want 
to leave any chance that be 
would stay alive as prime min- 
ister," be said. 

There was an element of 
farce as the trial began in Tel 
Aviv, because of a dispute be- 
tween Mr Amir’s lawyers, 
Jonathan Goldberg and Morde- 
chai Offri, who contradicted 
each other. 

Mr Offri said there were dif- 
ferences over what line to take 
and at the end of the hearing, 
adjourned until Sunday, said he 
did not know if he was still rep- 
resenting Mr Amir. 

Excerpts from Mr Amir ’s 


interrogation by the Shin Bet se- 
curity agency throw light on his 
character and beliefs. He said 
once he was aware something 
was a religious commandment 
“there is no moral problem. If 
I was conquering the land now, 
1 would have to kill babies and 
children, as it is written in [the 
Book of] Joshua.” 

On the question of how many 
people were involved in the plot 
to kill Rabin, Mr Amir and his 
brother Hagai were given re- 
peated lie-detector tests. Asked 
"Are you hiding people from us 
who were involved in the prepa- 
ration?" both said “No". The lie 
detector indicated that both 
were lying. 

The police at first said they 
believed there was a conspira- 
cy to kfl] Rabin but later backed 
away from the claim. A reason 
for this was the disclosure that 
one of those under arrest, 
Avishai Ravfv, was a long-serv- 
ing Shm Bet agent. The far right, 
under attack for creating the at- 
mosphere of violence last year, 
began tp say the government’s 
agents provocateurs were in- 
volved in the assassination. 

There was evidently a broad- 
ranging conspiracy to oppose by 
force the Oslo peace accords 
and the withdrawal from the 
West Bank. Its members were 
religious students at Bar-Dan 
university, who had access to 
military equipment through the 
Golani Brigade, in which some 
of them had served 

They planned to attack Pales- 
tinian targets, but at least three, 
the Amir brothers and Dror 
Adoni, started to stalk Rabin 
and consider ways of assassi- 
nating him. On the night of 4 
November, however, Yigal 
Amir apparently acted alone 
when he decided to wait for Ra- 
bin to leave a peace rally held 
in front of Tfel Aviv dty hall. 



Hutus in ‘dead city’ 


Rwandan Hutus fleeing Burundi violence cross into Tanzania. Some 15,000 got in; 
19,000 are trapped in no man’s land after the border was closed Photograph; Reuter 


DAVID ORR 
Bujumbura 

A Bible by his side, Daniel 
Nahimana lies on a bed in a 
makeshif t health centre on the 
outskirts of Burundi's capital A 
bandage oil his right leg marks 
the bullet wound he received 
when soldiers moved into the 
nearby hillside settlement 
where he was staying. He ran 

into a banan a grove when the 
shooting started but was hit as 
bullets sprayed his hiding place. 

“There are no Hutu guerril- 
las in this area," says Mr Nahi- 
mana, who once lived in the 
predominantly Hutu suburb of 
Kamenge, which was “cleansed" 
of its residents by the army last 
June. 

“The soldiers are attacking 
ordinary civilians. My house in 
Kamenge was destroyed, so 1 
had to stay with relatives. Now 
it's no longer safe in the hills. 
My wife and children have gone 
to live with other family mem- 
bers. We have nothing left.” 

Mr N ahiman a, a builder, 
used to work alongside Tutsis, 
but after the escalation of eth- 
nic conflict last year he no 
longer fell it safe to move 
around Bujumbura. 

Across from him lies a Hutu 
woman wearing a T-shirt bear- 
ing the smiling face of the 
Pope. Odette Nyabenda was 
shot in the neck when she re- 
cently returned to visit her 
house in Kamenge. Her voice 
a feeble croak, she says she did 
not even see the people who 
shot her. 

There are other wounded in 
the bare-walled room, among 
them a little girl who was shot 
throagh.both [eg?- Outside are 
clustered soaifc.women, prepar- 
ing beans and maize delivered 
once a week by the United Na- 
tions World Food Programme. 
They are among 4,000 former 
Kamenge residents now living 
at the Centre Johnson, a Ply- 
mouth Brethren mission station 
at the foot of the hills over- 
looking Bujumbura. The sick 
are tended by nurses from the 
aid agency Medecins sans 


Fronti&res. The mission’s single- 
storey school buildings now 
serve as living quarters for the 
destitute families. 

Elsewhere around the mis- 
sion station are dotted hundreds 
of box-like corrugated iron shel- 
ters covered with tarpaulins, the 
muddy paths between them 
cluttered with ragged children 
and women bent over cooking 
pots. 

O ccasio nally gunfire can be 
heard in the hills. The Hutu 
families who continue to seek 
reftige at the Centre Johnson 
say it is the sound of the Bu- 
rundian army attacking inno- 
cent Hutu civilians. For its part, 
the mili tary claims the opera- 
tions are designed to weed out 
the bandes armies, or Hutu 
guerrillas. 

The Centre Johnson is one of 
the last Hutu enclaves on the 
edge of an almost exclusively 
Tutsi town. No taxi driver wants 
to go there. You might as well 
ask a Northern Ireland loyalist 
to walk up the Falls Road 
singin g “God Save the Queen". 

On quiet days Hutu traders 
still venture into the market- 
place to sell their produce, but 
to do so they must run the 
gauntlet of the Thtsi youth 
gangs who patrol the streets. 

These thugs, known various- 
ly as the Sans Echecs (Without 
Failure) and the Sans Defaite 
(Without Defeat), have been 
implicated in the massacres of 
Hutus which have been taking 
place with increasing frequen- 
cy throughout Burundi during 
the past year. 

The presence of heavily 
armed soldiers from the large- 
ly Hits army does little to allay 
the fears of the few remaining 
Hutus coming into the capital. 

For the past week, Bujum- 
bura has been subjected to a rifle 

morte , or dead city, action by 
Tutsi extremists of the Society 
of Youth for Democracy (So- 
jedem). 

This misleadingly named mil- 
itant grouping, whose avowed 
aim is the ousting of the de- 
mocratically elected Hutu pres- 
ident, Sylvestre Ntiban- 


tunganya, has succeeded in 
paralysing much of the town. 

Civil servants, bank officials 
and other workers have been in- 
timidated into staying at home, 
and there has been little traffic 
in the streets. By the time of the 
evening curfew, Bujumbura has 
become a ghost town. 

The increase in m Hilary “ac- 
tions" in the countryside by the 
army and by Tblsi militias has 
seen a corresponding rise in the 
incidents of sabotage by Hutu 
extremist groups such as the In- 
tagoheka [“Those who never 
sleep”]. 

In recent weeks. Hutu guer- 
rilla attacks against electricity 
and otbeT installations have 
plunged Bujumbura into dark- 
ness and cut the water supply. 

“The Hutu guerrilla war is 
probably only starting,” said 
one aid worker. “What we've 
seen is nothing compared with 
what they might soon be doing; 
firing rockets on the town from 
the hills, blowing up bridges and 
laying min es." 

The government, an in- 
creasingly ineffectual coalition 
of Hutu and Tutsi parties, seems 
incapable of acting to prevent 
the country’s slide into chaos, 
which began two and a half 
years ago with the assassination 
of Melchior Ndadaye, Burundi's 
first Hutu preside nL 

Despite pleas for calm from 
President Ntibantunganya and 
his Tutsi Prime Minister, An- 
toine Nduwayo, attacks con- 
tinue to mount and killers act 
with impunity. 

The government has 
launched a half-hearted pro- 
gramme of sensibilisation, 
preaching the virtues of recon- 
ciliation to the populace. But 
with the leadership so obviously 
unsure what course to steer, the 
venture has, not surprisingly, 
generated little enthusiasm. 
The other day Mr Nduwayo in- 
vited a gathering of government 
ministers and top civil servants 
to present their proposals for a 
return to peace: a single raised 
hand, a few rambling speeches 
and prolonged periods of silence 
were the muted response. 


N Korea’s odd game plan worries West 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Tokyo 

Picture the scene. We are in 
Korea at the final of the 2002 
football World Cup. As the 
striker for the united All-Korea 
side powers his third goal past 
the Japanese keeper, Che crowd 
of weeping North and South 
Koreans embrace one another 
like brothers. At a ceremony in 
the demilitarised zone between 
the divided states, the Cup is 
jointly presented by the retired 
president of the South, Kim 
Young Sam, and Kim Jong II, 
the North’s “Dear Leader”. 

This bizarre scenario is con- 


jured up by a remarkable com- 
munication. sent by the North 
Korean government to Fife, 
football’s world governing body. 
Since bids closed last year, the 
race for the 2002 World Cup has 
been a contest between South 
Korea and Japan. As in the run- 
up to the 1988 Seoul Olympics, 
the idea of a united Korean bid 
was raised, but tensions on the 
peninsula last year rendered it 
impossible. 

Then yesterday, the South 
Korean Football Association 
revealed the contents of a fax 
that was sent two weeks ago to 
Fife’s general secretary, Joseph 
Blatter. Signed by the chief 


of the North Korean FA, it 
sought “working advice on what 
points should be solved with re- 
gard to the plan of a North- 
South joint hosting of the 2002 
World Cup”. 

On the South Korean World 
Cup committee, the fax caused 
great excitement. They believe 
a tournament to promote har- 
mony in the world’s last Cold 
Whr flashpoint would be almost 
irresistible to Fife. 

No one else gives the idea a 
chance. Apart from the lade of 
time (the host nation will be 
chosen in June), the obstades 
look insuperable. What cur- 
rency would be used, and who 


would select the squad? Above 
all, which of the rival Koreas, 
still technically at- war, would 
host the final? . 

The affair illustrates the ner- 
vousness of the Pyongyang gov- 
ernment, which is one day 
threatening war, the next sug- 
gesting joint sporting events. 

Tomorrow senior officials 
from South Korea, the United 
States and Japan will gather in 
Hawaii to read the tea leaves at 
a puzzling time for the divided 
peninsula. 

Food aid to Pyongyang will be 
at the top of the agenda. It has 
been a cause of deep concern 
since floods in the summer 


devastated the North's rice har- 
vest. The International Red 
Cross this week echoed claims 
by the UN that 130,000 North- 
erners face starvation unless 
donor states top up relief sup- 
plies. Japan is sceptical and the 
US cautious. South Korea in- 
sists further shipments must 
be linked to unproved rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

The mere presence of foreign 
charities is a turnaround for Py- 
ongyang. For 40 years, ft re- 
jected almost all foreign 
contact. Optimists view the 
country’s needy state as a 
chance to draw it into the in- 
ternational community. 


But in other respects, it has 
been a tense winter. In October, 
a pair of spies were shot as they 
fried to penetrate the South, 
while the defection of North 
Korean military officers and 
diplomats has been denounced 
by Pyongyang Last week a 
meeting between US and North 
Korea to discuss the return of 
American bodies from the Ko- 
rean War ended in acrimony. 

In December, Pyongyang's 
troop movements raised fears 
of an attack. The manoeuvres 
were halted in the New Year as 
the entire North Korean army 
was ordered to attend indoc- 
trination lectures. 


Blowing in the wind ain t such fun on Highway 61 


“When you’re lost in the rain in 
Juarez and it’s Eastertime, too 
..." We were playing the Dylan 
song and the entire Highway 61 
album, as we set out from 
Chihuahua up Mexico's High- 
way 45 to Ciudad Juarez and the 
US border. It’s a cassette I al- 
ways cany with me. 

We never got lost in the rain 
but by the time we were halfway 
there, we wished we had. It was 
a fine morning in Chihuahua, 
200 miles south of the border 
cities of Juarez and El Paso, 
T exas -the perfect day for a dri- 
ve, even if our wheels were only 
a small white Chevy, the US 
equivalent of a Vauxhall Nova. 


By the time we stopped for 
coffee and petrol, a mean wind 
had whipped up and tumble- 
weed had p fled up against the 
car. Most tumbleweed I'd seen 
was in the Peanuts cartoons, 
drifting past the Arizona home 
of Snoopy’s brother. Spike. But 
as we drove north up Highway 
45, we ran into the kind of tum- 
bleweed we never want to see 
again. Or rather, it ran into us. 

There were hundreds of gi- 
ant balls of twi^ crossing the 
highway every hundred yards 
and travelling at about 50 miles 
an hour. They got bigger and 
bigger until some were 10ft 
high, and not “weed" but 


J U A R E 



bunches of hard scrub rocking 
the car with each hit 

Then came the sandstorm. 
Within minutes we were down 
to crawling pace, our emergency 
lights flashing, peering but bare- 
ly seeing beyond the bonnet 
When we saw flashing lights, we 
stopped and discovered others 
had collided off the road. 

Td been through sandstorms 
during the Gulf war, but there's 
a difference between being in 
a sturdy tent with American 
Marines and armoured vehicles 


Z DAYS 


outside, and being stranded in 
a small saloon car with sand pil- 
ing up against your door. 

We were edgy but 1 couldn’t 
stop thinking of the song the 
British “Desert Rats” sang in 
the Saudi desert, waiting for the 
Gulf war. To the tune of Louis 
Armstrong’s “Wroderful WxkT, 
they'd croon: “I see skies of 
blue. And sand and sand. And 
sand and sand. And sand and 
sand. And I think to myself, wot 
a lot of sand.” This time, there 
was no sky of blue. Only sand. 


A huge lorry began crawling 
forward. We followed in a con- 
voy until the storm subsided and 
we got to Juarez, where Fran- 
cisco “Pancho” Villa launched 
the Mexican revolution. 

There we saw giant advertis- 
ing hoardings down, windows 
smashed and streets turned 
into sand dunes. Power was off. 
roofs bad been torn from build- 
ings and at least five people 
died. Most people had stayed 
home, and were surprised we’d 
been out on Highway 45. 

There was only one place to 
go. If Dylan’s song put Juarez 
on the map, Marty Robbins’s 
ballad “El Paso” (“Out in the 


west Ihxas town of El Paso") did 
the same for the town on the 
northern banks of the Rio 
Grande. “Night-time would 
find me in Rosa’s Cantina,” 
Marty sang. So there we went. 

Marty was bom in Juarez and 
was inspired to write the cow- 
boy song after a visit to Rosa’s, 
a few hundred yards north of the 
border, in a dimly lit street, now 
overshadowed by a power sta- 
tion. The back door through 
which Marty’s cowboy fled has 
been removed. It seems too 
many disappointed tourists 
were urinating in the bade yard. 

Phil Davison 


IN BRIEF 


Drugs fund claim clouds Samper’s future 

The future of the Colombian President. Ernesto Samper, is in 
serious doubt after his former campaign manager and defence 
minister, Fernando Bolero, said the President knowingly accepted 
Cali cocaine cartel contributions to his 1994 campaign. The rev- 
elations by Mr Botero, son of the artist whose bronze “fat lady” 
sculptures are world renowned, will make it difficult for Mr Sam- 
per to remain in power, writes Phil Davison. 

Chechen chief threatens 10 years of strife 

Novogroznensfay — Salman Raduyev, the Chechen rebel com- 
mander who escaped from Etervomayskoye, said he was ready for 
a 10-year struggle and vowed Chechnya would never submit to 
Russia. As Chechen rebels delayed plans to free 50 captives, Mr 
Raduyev said his soldiers were “ready to sacrifice [their] necks” 
If federal forces and (he Russian government did not take “con- 
crete steps to recognise the independence of Chechnya” Jleuier 



Amira Yassern, and Mohammad Ybssein, both aged 
eight, at their engagement ceremony in Aqaba, Jordan 


China detains orphanage protester 

Pelting — Xu Xinyuan, a former delegate to the Shanghai Mu- 
nicipal People’s Congress, has been held in investigative deten- 
tion since-November, Human Rights Watch said , writes Teresa 
Poole. In 1991 and 1992, Mr Xu was one of 16 delegates who urged 
an inquiry into alleged abuses at the Shanghai orphanage. 

Nothing sacred for German 'angels’ 

Munich — Two nurses spent the past year visiting churches across 
southern Germany stealing crucifixes, cherubs, paintings and oth- 
er objects worth 300,000 marks (£134,000), police said. Bavari- 
an art theft investigators caught the two 53-year-old women in 
the act of stealing a manger from a church in Neresheim. AP 
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obituaries / gazette 

Rudolph 
Wanderone 


disdained by the top touma- 
fflent playere bnt loved with 
a wink by nearly everyone 
*[**» Rudolph Wanderone, 
known for much of bis life as 
*'*hinesota Fats”, was Ameri- 
ca’s billiard character of the 
century. 

He was tat, at 300 pounds, but 
he wasn’t from Minneso ta. In 
like fashion, much of his life was 
lwed in half-truth. So, when 
Wanderone died last week of 
heart failure, he left many fans 
and not a few journalists won- 
dering whether he was really the 
vivid “Minnesota. Fats" charac- 
ter of Whiter Tfevis’s atmos- 
pheric novel The Hustler , 
portrayed on the screen by 
Jackie Gleason in tbe 1961 

film. 

He wasn’t, but in a stroke of 
marketing genius, when the 
motion picture was released 
he immediately proclaimed 
himself to be that fictional play- 
er. He possessed just enough 

skill, the correct girth and more 
than ample swagger to convince 
audiences that he was the gen- 
uine article. So persuasive was 
his story that Tevis was forced 
to add a note denying it in 
later editions of The Hustler. 

Bom, by the most reliable ac- 
counts, in 1913 to a Swiss fam- 
ily in the Washington Heights 
section of New York City, Wan- 
derone (nicknamed “Hoodie" as 
a child and later “New York 
Fats”) was exposed to pocket 
and three-cushion billiards at 
the age of four and claimed to 
have started playing for money 


two years later. His was not the 
polite world of English billiards 
and snooker, but the basement 
society of fast nineball games 
and proposition bets. He avoid- 
ed employment his entire life, 
preferring the anxious exis- 
tence of the “road player”, an 
itinerant cueman whose kme 
objective is the separation of pp. 
poneats from their life savings. 
This life suited his first wife, 
Evaline. to whom he was mar- 
ried for nearly 44 years. When 
aged 70 Wanderone finally took 
ajob promotingpool tables, she 
promptly won a divorce. 

He was a good shooter, ex- 
celling at the money games of 
One-Pocket and Bank Pool, 
but his surpassing talent was in 
“making a game”, figuring just 
how much of a handicap he bad 
to give his victim to keep die 
cash flowing. Wfemderane long 
eschewed tournaments, anas he 
couldn't see the point in play- 
ing for three weeks for a chance 
at $2,000 when he could win 
more by hustling in a single 
nigh t. His lack of refereed pub- 
lic victories hinders any genuine 
critical appraisal of his prowess 
with a cue, but in his prime, in 
1948-55, he was among the 
best in private money games. 

in the 1960s, he hosted a bil- 
liard television programme in 
Chicago and later played a 
televised series of challenge 
matches against Willie Mosconi, 
who since 1941 bad been re- 
garded as the best pool player 
in the world. Mosooni had the 
better of these contests, but 


Whnderone attracted a large fol- 
lowing with his exaggerated 
tales of hustling (he once esti- 
mated in mockseriousiess that 
his lifetime winnings -had to- 
talled SlOOm) and was credit- 
ed with keeping American 
billiards thriving for almost two 


otherwise have died cut- 
in 1984, in a gesture of ap- 
preciation, the Billiard Congress 
of America inducted Him into 
its coveted Hall of Fame, an ho- 
nour so rare it has been be- 
stowed on barely 30 individuals 
since 1966. Yet even this prize 
rankled, since he was honoured 
in the “Meritorious Service” cat- 
egory rather than the exalted 
wing reserved for “Greatest 
Players”. After his divorce in 
1985, Fils took up residence, 
rent-free, in a Nashville hotel, 
where he held court each day 
at a pool table especially in- 
stalled for bis use. Ever seen in 
the company of attractive young 
women, he married Theresa 
Bell, 50 years his junior, 
several years ago. 

Wanderone Jived to see 
pool’s second modern renais- 
sance, spurred by the 1986 film 
The Coup- of Money, a sequel to 
the original Hustler, and knew 
that he had a substantial band 
in brin ging it about. 

Mike ShatwH 

Rudolph WoIterWonderone, bil- 
liards player : bom New York 19 
January 1913; twice married; 
died Nashville, Tennessee 18 
January 1996. 



'Minnesota Fats*: Wanderone afto otfrtg pool in 1386 
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Ellis Hillman 


Ellis Hillman was in his own 
words “a ubiquitous rather than 
wandering Jew”. He was a se- 
nior lecturer in environmental 
studies at the North East Lon- 
don Polytechnic as he gathered 
up a portmanteau of focal gov- 
ernment appointments which 
caused more selective spirits to 
raise a cynical eyebrow or two. 

This fust for the burdens of 
office and his general de- 
meanour hid a tough and cal- 
culating personality. He greeted 
everyone with “shalom* as if 
they- were on (he set of Fiddler 
on’ the Roof, but he was a 
staunch supporter of the state 
of Israel. This sometimes 
caused him to be paranoid 
about the I97O-S0 generation of 
the Left in Labour London, 
whom he saw as anti-ZionisL 

Hillman became a member of 
the London County Council in 
1958 and remained in County 
Hah as a leading Greater Lon- 
don Council member until 
1981. The old rigid regime at the 
LCC recognised his various 


gifts but the first XI was not 
open to him. There w ere dark 
rumours that he had flirted 
with theTrotskyite cell of the in- 
effable Gerry Healey, and some 
said he had known Ken 
Livingstone before most of us. 

Yet there was a determina- 
tion and durability in him and 
he seemed to be on every com- 
mittee and board of college 
and school governors in his 
constituency. 

He flowered in the Labour 
GLC administration of 1973-77. 
Wh made him the chairman of 
our arts and recreation com- 
mittee. This handsomely fund- 
ed body had grown out of the 
LCC s parks department into a 
cornucopia of the arts. Ellis was 
in money terms London’s lead- 
ing impresario. The South Bank 
he saw as his immediate fief- 
dom. The GLC stood behind 
the arts lobby and pushed it for- 
ward. Arnold Goodman, the 
former chairman of the Arts 
Council, greatly ap proved of 
Hillman's role. Indeed Hfll- 



Hfthnan: genuinely eccentric 

man seemed to attend every 
Junction from the Clapham 
Horse Shew to an evening of 
chamber music in the Ranger’s 
House, Blackhealh. 

Alas, the inflation crisis and 
the IMF fiasco of 1975 caused 
us drastically to cut GLC ex- 
penditure, unnecessarily as it 
proved. This did not daunt 
Hillman, although marriage 
made him more prerise about 


his religious duties. He disap- 
peared quickly before twilight 
on Fridays. However, his pub- 
lic appointments continued to 
grow and sometimes they 
seemed very unlikely: he was 
even a member of the Sports 
Council. He remained a mem- 
ber of the GLC Labour oppo- 
sition from 1977 to 1981 and 
continued to serve in many 
ILEA positions. The new Left 
wrote him off in 1981. 

Yet in 1986 he got himself 
elected as councillor in the 
London Borough of Barnet, 
one of whose MPs was Margaret 
Thatcher. At the last local elec- 
tions it fell to a Lib-Lab alliance 
and in 1994-95 Ellis became its 
first ever Labour mayor. The 
Tory stronghold held its breath. 
His first act was to remove all 
outward and visible signs of 
Thatcher from the Mayor's Par- 
lour. An old friend offered him 
a bust of Lenin as an alterna- 
tive. His demeanour in the 
mayoral Daimler was irre- 
proachable and his rivic conduct 


quickly won approval in this 
leafy suburb of north London. 

There was beneath this 
shambling and enduring man a 
genuine eccentricity. He sup- 
ported the Flat Earth Society, 
which promotes tbe idea that 
the Earth is flat; founded and 
elected himself President of 
the Lewis Carroll Society in 
1969, consorting with others 
who could have come out of 
Wonderland itself; and had a 
continuing obsession about sub- 
terranean London, serving as 
Chairman of the London Sub- 
terranean Survey Association 
from 1968. He organised an ear- 
ly day conference op rewiring 
Britain and the coming of the 
cable in the late Sixties. 

He wrote with Richard 
Trench a fascinatingly illustrat- 
ed book, London Under London 
(1985). One memorable para- 
graph begins: “Sink a borehole 
at Golders Green and it wiB pass 
through 259 feet of day, 49 feet 
of sand and pebbles, 15 feet of 
Thanet sand and 329 feet of 


chalk, layers of Amt and two 
layers of ftwsfis.” 

There is a wonderful New 
York Jewish anarchistic char- 
acter created by the writer Leo 
Rostra, one Hyrme Caplan. 
Hymie is a zealots adult student 
wrestling with English in 
evening class. Often tire conse- 
quences are wild, funny and in- 
furiating, but the redoubtable 
Hymie’s refusal to accept defeat 
often came to my mind when 
Ellis Hillm an beved into sight 
IUtvd Harrington 


Effir Simon Hillman, local politi- 
cian: bom 17 November 1928; 
GLC Councillor 1964-81; Prin- 
cipal Lecturer in Environmental 
Studies, University of East Lon- 
don (North East London 
PofytechrucIPofytechrdc of East 
London ) 1972-96; Vice- 

Chairman, ILEA 1980-81; 
Councillor (Labour), Colindale 
1986-96; Mayor; London Bor- 
ough of Barnet 1994-95; married 
(one son); died London 21 
January 1996. 


Bobby Langton 


With Tom Finney and the in- 
comparable Stan Matthews be- 
striding English football so 
majestically in the immediate 
post-war years, international 
prospects for wing men of less 
rarefied talents were limited. Ah 
credit then, to Bobby Langton 
for collecting 1 1 caps and do- 
ing enough to suggest that he 
might have won many more. 

The forthright Lancastrian, 
who was always ready to stand 
up for his employment rights 
during an era when dubs be- 
lieved that players should be 
seen and not heard, was a pow- 


erful outside-left with a rasping 
shoL In his early days, he rel- 
ished cutting in from the flank 
to create havoc with his direct 
r unning , though many main- 
tained he was more effective 
in later years, when wily tacti- 
cal acumen compensated for 
reduced pace. 

Langton turned profession- 
al with Blackburn Rovers, hav- 
ing been signed for £50 from the 
non-League Burscough Victo- 
ria as a teenager in 1937. With- 
in a year he was in tbe senior 
side, becoming top marksman 
with 14 strikes in 37 games as 


Rovers won die second division 
title in 1938-9. Then came the 
war, much of which he spent as 
an infantry man in I ndia, though 
some of it he was a guest with 
Glratoran, helping them to 
reach the Irish Cup Final. 

With Finney preferred 
fleetingjy to Matthews on the 
right flank, England gave Lang- 
ton his first cap in their open- 
ing peacetime international, 
against Northern Ireland at 
Belfast in 1946, and he scored 
in a 7-2 victory. He retained his 
place for several matches, there- 
after playing intermittently un- 


til winning his last honour in 
1950. 

By then he had changed 
clubs, having left Blackburn 
when they were relegated in 
1948 and joined Preston North 
End in a £16,000 deal Langton 
scored a goal after only seven 
seconds of an earfy game for bis 
new employers, but did not 
settle atDeepdaie, Bolton Wan- 
derers paying a dub record 
£20,000 for his services in 1949. 
He served the Trotters well, 
picking up an FA Cup losers’ 
medal against Blackpool in the 
famous “Matthews final” of 


1953, only for a dispute to re- 
sult in his return to Blackburn 
that autumn. Though 34, he 
proved a sound acquisition, 
contributing fruitfully for three 
years before a brief spell in Ul- 
ster with Ards. There followed 
service to a succession of non- 
League clubs, culminating with 
a stint as boss of his home dub 
Burscough Rangers in 1968. 

Langton epitomised the 
finest traditional qualities of 
Lancashire football - down- 
to-earth realism, spiced with a 
certain flair. 

Ivan Pouting 



Langton: a rasping shut 


Robert Langton, footballer: born 
Burscough, Lancashire 8 Sep- 
tember 1918; died Burscough 
13 January 1 996. 
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Harold Frankham bega^ te 

working life m banking ^ and jus 

eye for detail and attarrateM 
efficiency was carried into a ds- 

tingoished ministry at 
Church of England- 

His gifts developed wdefr 
He was^accomphsb^®^- 
dan, a friend and P"W» & 

artists and a fine evangelistic 

ond World Vfer, to tram * the 
London College of Divinity 
and then to a formative curacy 
aiHoly Trinity, Brompton- iM 

vicar; Biyan Green, qmddy saw 
Prankham’s enthusiasm and 

-gifts, and thus began a lifelong 

partnership winch took them to 
ma^arts of the world and 
especially the United States, 
oThradreds of evangeEstic 
missions. . . _ . 

When be took 1 us jhst 

benefice at St Mary's, Addjs- 
combe, in south London, he 
struck tip a friendship with the 
principal of his ola college, 
Donald Co gg an. It was a ci c- 
ative partnership which resur- 
faced m the lS5Gs when Cdggan 
was Bishop of Bradford and 
then Arch Dishop of York and 
Frankham was Rector of Mid- 
dleton, Manchester. In Mid- 
dleton he caught the mood of 
the times, built up a large con- 
gregation and tested the ener- 
gy of bis curates. Significantly, 
he alcn developed an ancient 
building for modem use, and 
this eye for beauty, enlarged for 
economy and worsiip, was to be 
a hallmark of his next two 
major posts. 

In 1961 he moved to his 
home town of Luton to take 
charge of a large town-centre 
parish. Amidst all his travels, his 
moving and often provocative 
preaching, and his meticulous 
tr aining of curates, he em- 
barked on a vast building 
scheme. It was to drag him 
Through consistory courts, but 
he achieved a development 
built on a churchyard and 
adj acen t to a medieval building. 

AH these gifts and experience 
were crowned with 12 creative 
years at Southwark. His per- 
sonal friendship with the ar- 
chitects George Pace and 
Ronald Sms enabled bold plans 
to take shape for the extension 
and enlargement of that great 
cathedral. His vision com- 
manded the respect of people 
in the City and the money 
flowed in. Shortly after his re- 
tirement, he was able to return 
to Southwark to see the Queen 
open the fulfilment of his 
dream. He had turned a ne- 
glected and rather forgotten 
building into a centre of worship 
and Christian teaching which 
could take its place proudly 
amongst London’s other two 
cathedrals. 

From successive home bases 
his energy was felt in many parts 
of the Church, notably in the 
foundation of Scargffl House in 
Wharfedale, in the Yorkshire 
dales. His partnership with 
Coggan and Pace was again 
used to turn a country house 
into a place of breathtaking 
beauty where the faith was 
evoked and sustained. His abil- 
ity to inspire others with his vi- 
sion also enabled him to 


Norman MacGrig, poet, died 23 
January, aged 85. [An obituary 
follows.] 

Raj Birfcsted, air force officer, 
died London, aged 80. Danish 
fighter ace who fought with tiie 
RAF in the Battle of Britain. 
Took part in 400 raids on Ger- 
man targets. Worked with Nato 
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mained true to a 
gospel of salvation while dis- 
covering to the foil the tte- 
tights which creation has to 

°% years at Southwark 
brought him under tbe Ifoeral- 
ing influence of Mervyn Stoek- 



Frankhaar honest freedom 

wood, and together they found 
the honest freedom of chil- 
dren of God. A note discovered 
after his death included the sen- 
tence “An important element is 
fun in the Christian life”, and 
his ready sense of humour to- 
gether with an occasionally dev- 
astating judgement signalled 
that the early shackles had 
been discarded. 

Harold F rankham and 
Mervyn Stockwood both re- 
tired to Bath, where Fr ankh am's 
wife. Margaret, had a care for 
each of them. Her devotion and 
constant encouragement were 
a great stabilising feature of 
F rankham ’s ministry. Their hos- 
pitality in successive homes was 
prodigious. Harold and Mar- 
garet Frankham were likely to 
welcome a tramp for breakfast, 
a curator and a banker for 
lunch and the churchwardens 
for supper. And on each 
occasion they produced the 
appropriate beverage. 

Michael TYunbnll 

Harold Edward Frankham, 
priest: bom 16 April 1911; or- 
dained deacon 1941, priest 1942; 
Vicar of Addiscombe 1946-52; 
Rector of Middleton, Lancashire 
1952-61; Vicar of Luton 1961-70; 
Provost of Southwark 1970-82 
(Emeritus); married 1942 Mar- 
garet Annear (one son, two 
daughters, and one son de- 
ceased); died Salisbury 1 7 
January 1996. 


in Paris and Brussels from the 
end of the Second World War 
until 1980. 

Hatma Rushdy, actress, died 23 
January, aged 88. Known as “the 
Sarah Bernhardt of the Hast”, 
she played lead roles in Egypt- 
ian film and theatre, including 
Hamlet and Joan of Arc. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


SAMUEL: On 19 January. at Univer- 
sity College Hospital, London, to 
Atiscm (n£e Ingham) and Qtnstopber, 
a son, Oliver John Loraine, a broth- 
er for Hattie and Alexandra. 

DEATHS 

KINGSFORD: On 20 Jammy 1996. 
suddenly, Anthony Lethbridge (Tony) 
adorn, of Bilbrook. Mmeheaa. 
1 63 years. Funeral service to take 
; at Tfeutuon Deane Gnematori- 
im oa Tuesday 30 January at 2J0pm 
ftunfly ftowen only but donations if 
desired for Dr Barnerdo^s may be sent 
c/o Ihuntoa Funeral Service, Wind- 
sor Place, Whitehall, Tirantun- 

PRICHARD: Dr John, late of Merton 
College, Oxford, Trinity College 
Dublin and Si James's Hospital, 22 

foqgftocss borne withgrrauiigniry. 
Much-loved husband of Bernadette 
and dear father of Sarah, Ruth and 
David. Deeply regretted by his motb- 
er Constance, his iovinf -aster Nays, 
brothers- in-law, sisters- in-law, 
nephews, nieces, students, colleagues 
and friends. Funeral service at St 
Patrick's Cathedral. Dublin, on 
Wednesday 24 January at 130pm. and 
burial afterwards in Mount Venus 
Cemetery. 

WILLIAMS: Dr Joyce Beverley 
Williams MBE, trie Jensen. on 22 
January, suddenly but peacefully in 
hospital aged 85. Widow of Dr De- 
nis Williams, mother of Christopher, 
Joanns and Hilary. Former kwg- 
crandfng London magistrate. Private 
ctemukm. Memorial service to be an- 
oooxcdL 


Birthdays 

Miss Nora Beloff, author, 77; Mr 
Ernest Borgnioe, actor, 79; Lt-Gen 
Sir Anthony Denison-Smith, GOC, 
4th Division, 54; Mr NeB Diamond, 
singer and songwriter, 55; Mr Bam- 
ber Gascoigne, author and quiz- 
master, 61; Miss Nastassja Kinski, 
actress, 35; Mr Peter Laister, former 
company chainaan. 67; Dr Desmond 
Morris, zoologist. 68; Sir Donald 
Murray, a fbnn« Lord Justice of Ap- 
peal Supreme Court of Northern Ire- 
land, 73; Dr Ian Oliver, Chief 
Constable, Grampian, 56; Miss Jane 
Somerville, cousohant physician, 63; 
The Most Rev John Aloysios Ward, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Cardiff, 67; Air Commodore Sir 

ArrhieW imkin , (h mw ca ptain rrf t^ 
Queen's Flight, 79. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Hadrian, Roman emperor, 76: 
163& Sir John Vmbrugh, playwright, 
baptised 1664; William Congreve, 
playwright, 1670; RuineQi (Carlo 
Broschi), castrate singer, 1705; 
Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beau- 
marchais, playwright, 1732; Ernst 
Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann, au- 
thor and composer, 1776; Edith 
Newbold (Jones) Wharton, novelist, 
1862; Ann Tbdd. actress, 1909. 
Deaths: Caligula, Roman emperor, 
assassinated 41; Lord Randolph 
Churchill (Randolph Henry Spencer 
Churchill), politician, 1895; Amedeo 
Modigliani, painter and sculptor, 
1920; Sir Winston Leonard Spencer 
Churchill, statesman. 1965; George 
Cukor, fihn director, 1983. On this 
day: Hemy EH. King of England, mar- 
ried Eleanor of Provence, 1236; 
Cape Horn was rounded by Willem 
CorneUszocm Scbomen, 1616; gold 
was first discovered by James Mar- 
shall at Sutler's sawmill in Califor- 


nia, 1848; the first Crain pa«d over 
the Forth Bridge, 1890; the first 
Con9crq>tion Bfll was passed by the 
House of Commons, 1916; the Cen- 
tral Statistical Office was founded, 
1941; Mae West made heT London 
stage dSjut in her awn play, Diamond 

Lit, 1948; the 270,009-ton Olympic 
Bravery tanker ran aground off 
France, 1976.Tbday is the Feast Day 
of St Babytas of Antioch, St Felidan 
of Fbfigno, St Francis of Sales and St 

Macedonius the Bariey-eater. 
Lectures 

National GaBety: Alexander Stargfe, 
“Beyond Europe (iv): the Holy Land 
in art”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albol Museum: Ronald 
Parkinson, “Constable", 230pm. 
Thte Gallery: David Brittain, “Ap- 
pearances”, lpm. 

British Museum: Lesley Fitton, 
“Journey to the Labyrinth: the dis- 
covery of Mmoan Crete”, 1.15pm. 
Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 
HaU. London EC1: Professor Simon 
Lee, “From the Merchant of Ve/da 
to Barings 400 years of regulating tbe 
futures market”, 530pm. 

Slade Centre for the Bbtoty and The- 
ory of Art, London WCl: Rndi 
Visker,“DispQSMSsed: how to remain 
sDefl! after Levinas” 6pm. 

Frank Cvft&novich 

A celebration of the life and career 
of Rank Gritanovkh, tbe television 
and film director, wiD be held at St 
James’s, Piccadilly, London WL at 
Ham on Tuesday 2) February 1996. 

Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Batterworth was Id the chair at 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 


yesterday evening at tbe Royal So- 
ciety, London SW1. Mr tan Thylor 
MP, Minister far Science and Ibcb- 
oology, attended. Sir Giles Shaw ME 
Professor Peter S. Harper and Dr 
Helen Watt spoke on “Human 
Genetics, Ethics, Society and Legis- 
lation” 


Inner Temple 

The following have been elected 
Masters of the Bench of the Hon- 
ourable Society of tbe Inner Tfemple: 

Mr Justice Langley, Judge Christopher Pfccb- 
os; Mr hagd Ptoeoe OC Mr Other Sefe OC: 
Mi» Joanna Komer QG Mi Kenneth AjtcH; 
Mr Aodiew Ttdbiuy. 

Wills 

Sir Kingsley William Amis, of Lon- 
don NWl, the novelist and poet, left 
estate valued at £543,685 net. 

Mr Gervase Frank Ashworth Jadc- 
son-Stops, of Horton, Northamp- 
tooshire. Architectural Adviser to the 
National Thus 1975-9S, (eft estate val- 
ued at £527,943 net. 

Mr Nigel Anthony Ti mails, of 
Wolveiitainptrai, West MkHands, left 
estate valued at £1JJOO^S5 net. He 
died in testate. 

Mrs Angela Mary Hobbtns, of Steb- 
bing, Essex, left estate valued at 
£10,537,919 ml 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Us Qua, Henonuy Air Guuaodwe. nun RAF 
MHtonNorfBiLTtoMBCBsBiaaLCDloocl- 
•diet Wawseahiiu md Shown! Fmetca 
Rcgnflwt, vtta cbe 1st Buulku prior to dc- 
pto puct g to Haifa, a La&nom Burafa Tii- 
aarUu Haqddni. P ihcw Munut, Raron. 
virin Lnwlou Lnrfuhor. London W1 1, tor tbr 
l umgu m i oa o i A 1QA A nui r uai y Year. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Crain Mounted Rerimeat 
irnimw dx Oaten's Life Gwd il fJwsr Guards. 
i i.w lit Boimlton bfcfa Gusufc Bora* Ur 
QpecnVGud. « Butllwhon Mw i UChai. 
band prowled t* U* Cokhtim Cants. 


Asylum seekers can only make one claim 


Regina v Secretary of State for 
the Home Department ex parte 
Ademola Onihiyo: Queen's Bench 
Division (Mr Justice Latham); 

19 January 1996 

Under the Asylum and Immi- 
gration Appeals Act 1993, an 
asyftrm sedtec, while remaining 
in Britain, is permitted only one 
application for asylum to which 
any right of appeal attaches. 
Any material submitted by the 
asylum seeker after the dis- 
missal of an appeal is submit- 
ted in support of tbe one claim 
and could not constitute a 
fresh claim with a fresh right 
of appeaL Such material would 
be considered by the Home 
Secretary In the exercise of 
discretion. 

Mr Justice Latham dis- 
missed the applicant’s appli- 
cation for judtaal review of the 
Home Secretary’s refusal to re- 
voke a deportation order 
against the applicant 

The applicant, a Nigerian na- 
tional who had overstayed his 
limited leave to remain in this 
country, applied for political 
asylum when served with a de- 
portation order. The Home 
Secretary rejected the appli- 
cation and the applicant's ap- 
peal was dismissed by a speci al 
adjudicaior in September 1995. 
In November 1995 his solicitors 
submitted further documen- 


LAW REPORT 


24 January 1996 


tation to support what was de- 
scribed as “a fresh application 
for political asylum”. Tbe 
Home Secretary decided that 
the application was not a fresh 
claim, and that it did not ds- 
close any material which justi- 
fied reversing his earlier 
decision. 

The applicant applied for 
judicial review of the Home 
Secretary's decision asking that 
the Home Secretary should 
consider tbe fresh application 
or refer the matter to tbe im- 
migration appellate authorities 
to consider the fresh matters. 
The Home Secretary argued 
that the Asylum and Immigra- 
tion Appeals Act 1993 permit- 
ted only one application for 
asylum to which any rights 
of appeal could attach in 
respect of any single visit to 
this country, and that the de- 
cision that the November 
application was merely ampli- 
fication of the original appli- 
cation was not irrational and 
was not fresh administrative ac- 
tion to which a right of appeal 
attached. 

Nicholas Blake QC and Duran 
Seddon f Fisher Meredith ) far the 
applicant; Neil Garland (Treasury 
Soliciior) for the Home Secretary. 


Mr Justice Latham said that 
the Court of Appeal in R v 

Immignztkrn Appeal Tribunal, ex 
pane die Home Secretary [1990] 
1 WLR 1126 bad rejected file 
argument there could only be 
one appeal on an asylum claim 
in relation to rights of appeal 
under the Immigration Act 
1971. Tbe applicant argued 
that fixe same reasoning should 
apply under the 1993 Act 

An application for leave to 
enter might be made on dif- 
ferent grounds. The effect of 
the 1993 Act had been to pro- 
vide a separate statutory 
scheme for applications based 
on a claim for asylum. The 
statutory scheme envisaged 
a claim for asylum which 
became a historical feet enti- 
tling the asylum seeker to ex- 
ercise a right of appeal under 
section 8 against any relevant 
administrative decision or 
action. 

Any further material sub- 
mitted or applications made 
were submitted and made in 
support of the original claim, 
whether they were made before 
or after the Home Secretary 
had made his decision on the 
claim or before or after any ap- 
peal under section 8. If the ap- 


peal was dismissed, then the 
material or application would 
be considered by the Home 
Secretary in the exercise offais 
discretion to reconsider his 
decision, and, if he considered 
it appropriate, to refer any 
matter arising out of those 
materials or applications to an 
adjudicator. 

That construction provided 
a coherent scheme consistent 
with the statutory background. 
It avoided the necessity to con- 
sider a question which was 
fraught with difficulty, namely 
whether any subsequent ap- 
plication for asylum could 
properly be described as a 
“fresh claim". It had the mer- 
it of making sense of the pro- 
viso to section 8(3), which was 
necesaiy because each deci- 
sion in the subsection was a 
separate decision which would 
otherwise carry separate rights 
of appeal. 

If, after dismissal of an ap- 
peal, the Secretary of State ad- 
hered to his original decision 
on asylum and as to the ap- 
propriate administrative deci- 
sion or action, whether or not 
he had considered any further 
representations, he did no 
more than give effect to that 
original decision or action. The 
application was dismissed. 

Yiag Ho! Tan, Barrister 
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news analysis 



It took six years, but the Galileo probe to Jupiter will make us rethink how the solar system was created, reports Tom Wilkie 

Journey to the beginning of time 


A fter a voyage of 23 billion 
miles, lasting six years and 
costing about $1.6bn t the 
Galileo space mission to Jupiter 
has ushered in a new age of 
astronomy. 

The results from Jupiter, just 
released by Nasa, represent “a 
major contribution to our 
understanding of the develop- 
ment of the solar system," 
according to Dr Paul Murdin, 
head of astronomy for the Par- 
ticle Physics and Astronomy 
Research Council. Astronomers 
are no longer passive, earth- 
bound observers of the planets 
and stars - the technology of 
spaceflight means they can 
now reach out and touch parts 
of the nearby universe. 

Galileo ' s observations are 
not of arcane interest. Jupiter 
and the other “gas giant” plan- 
ets such as Saturn and Uranus 
are important because they are 
so far from the Sun that gases 
in its atmosphere have not 
boiled off and so their compo- 
sition should reflect the pri- 
mordial stuff from which the 
solar system was made. They 
also have strong gravity, which 
holds the gas more lightly. In 
** contrast, the inner rocky plan- 
ets such as the Earth and Mars 
are much more differentiated. 
So in theory, at least, sending 


a probe into Jupiter is the clos- 
est we can get to sending it into 
the very earliest moments in the 
life of the solar system. 

Galileo found that Jupiter 
was quite different from the 
planet scientists had expected 
to find based on observations 
from telescopes on Earth and 
passing spacecraft such as the 
Voyager missions to Jupiter and 
the outer planets. The finding 
suggest that either Jupiter has 
developed more than we had 
expected and that it isn’t a 
good guide to the way our plan- 
ets were formed or that we 
must rethink the very origins of 
our solar system. 

Hydrogen and helium are 
the most abundant elements in 
the universe, but astronomers 
believed the disc of dust and gas 
from which our solar system 
evolved must also have con- 
tained carbon and sulphur and 
other heavier elements forged 
in the hearts of stars and then 
ejected across the galaxy in 
supernova explosions. We are, 
quite literally, stardust But 
Galileo’s findings do not accord 
with a simple interpretation of 
this theory. It found that 
Jupiter’s atmosphere is drier 
than Nasa scientists had antic- 
ipated and it contained about 
half of the expected helium 


concentrations. In addition, 
neon, carbon and sulphur were 
less abundant than predicted 
In addition, there are fewer 
lightning storms on Jupiter than 
there are on Earth, the probe 
discovered This is consistent 
with the lack of water vapour, 
according to Professor Alec 
Boksenberg, former director of 
the Royal Greenwich Observa- 


tory and now professor of exper- 
imental astronomy at Cam- 
bridge University. Lightning 
occurs when electric charges 
have been transported across 
the atmosphere. If there are not 
enough water droplets to act as 
the carriers of charge, lightning 
win be that much rarer. 

Jupiter is a fearful place, 
according to the observations 


sent back by the little probe 
which the Galileo mother ship 
despatched on a suicide mission 
into the planet’s atmosphere. 

According to Dr Richard 
Young, the project scientist in 
charge of the mission at the 
Nasa-Ames research centre: 
“The probe detected extremely 
strong winds and very intense 
turbulence during its descent 


through Jupiter’s thick atmos- 
phere. The origin of Jupiter’s 
winds appears to be an internal 
heat source which radiates 
energy up into the atmosphere 
from the planet's deep interior.” 

This is a stark difference from 
Earth, whose weather is driven 
• heat from the Sun warming 
: atmosphere. Jupiter is SO far 

from the Sun that it gets little 


by 1; 
the; 


From Ptolemy to the Jupiter probe: the advance of astronomy 


ted cautery AD Ptolemy's Almagest was the 
definitive treatise on astronomy until 
Copernicus in the 15th century. Ptolemy's 
theocy proposed the Earth as the centre of the 
uraveise, around which ad other planets, stars 
and the Sun revolved. He only had his eyes, 
Euclidean gxjmefjy and maths to work with. 

1611) Invention of the telescope allowed 
magnification 30 times neater than human 
eyesight Gaffleo (1564-1642) is thus able to 
observe Jupiter's moons and prove the 
hefiocentric (Sun-centred), thkxy of the 


1877 As telescope technology 
improies, Hither observations 
are possUe, and Giovanni 
Schipareffi US35-1310. rigft), 
details observations of Male. He 
ttmks he sees inear maittigs 
organised into a network of 
irrigation canals, 
supposedly dug by 
intefigent beffi^. 



Percival Dwell (1855-1916) takes 14 ) the 
Schipareffi theory; and bukis the Dwell 
Obsawtay at Flagstaff, Arizona, to study 
Mats. Although his ideas meet with seat 
opposition by the time at his death, he is stfl 
taken seriously in some quarters. 

With the development of photo£aphy; 
pictures taken alter txwefl's death fad to depict 
the canals- The advent of space travel also 
puts paid to many ideas formed by passive 
observation tram Earth, and in the Mariner 
flights of the Sixties, Mariner 9 conckrsivety 
proves he was wrong. 

1948 The astronomers Red Hoyle, Hermann 
Bondi and Tommy Gold, reconciling 
observ^ions on the evolution of the universe 
with theories of relativity, advance the steady 
State theory This proposes that the universe 
has existed for ever, and that new material is 
constantly being created as it expands. 

1965 The invention of a specially sensitive 
amplifier for Beil Telephone Laboratories allows 
Amo Penzias and Robert Wilson (rtgfo 


acckJentaly to discover cosmic mwowawe 
background radiation: essentially an echo of 
the *Big Bang", which began the universe 15 
bfSon years ago. The Big Bang theory refutes 
the steady stats theory that the universe has 
alwetys existed. 

1886 The Hubble Space Telescope 
revolutionises our undersandingof the 
inverse. The photos sent back by the 
telescope show dusters of stars that form a 
nucleus around areas of gravitational instability, 
or Mack holes. The photos may chafiengs 
earlier astronomical 
views about 
the ewiution 
and the 

formation of . 
galaxies. Y 


TBfanfe 

Darin 





solar beat, so the driving force 
for its weather is its gravitational 
energy and the beat from 
radioactive decay of elements 
deep within the planet. 

The probe measured wind 
speeds of up to 330mph. The 
characteristic swirling patterns 
visible on Jupiter's surface 
appear to come. Dr Young said, 
from “a jet stream-like mecha- 
nism rather than swirling hur- 
ricane or tornado-like storms." 

But European astronomers 
are less convinced that Galileo's 
finding mark a new era in our 
understanding of the universe. 
They point out that Nasa, 
increasingly hard pressed to 
defend hs budgets, has an inter- 
est in promoting the significance 
of the findings. “They would 
have to be startling discoveries 
for Nasa to get its money from 
the US government," one sci- 
entist remarked. 

They also questioned whether 
the apparent anomalies in the 
composition of the planet’s 
atmosphere would really require 
rethinking theories of how the 
solar system formed. One plan- 
etary scientist pointed out that 
water is abundant on Earth but 
absent from the Moon. All plan- 
ets have evolved since the for- 
mation of the solar system 
according to their local circum- 


stances and some gases might 
have been lost while others may 
have settled more deeply in the 
atmosphere of the gas giants. In 
other words, the probe may tell 
us a lot more about Jupiter’s 
evolution but not that much 
about the solar system. 

But there is no doubt that the 
probe marks a new departure in 
astronomical observation. Pro- 
fessor Boksenberg explained: 
“For the first time one's getting 
real information rather Dan 
conjecture about Jupiter.” 

His analysis was endorsed by 
Dr Murdin: “For millenia 
astronomers have had to put up 
with being passive observers. 
They had to sit on Earth and 
detect radiation by building big- 
ger and bigger telescopes. 

“What’s starting to emerge 
now is going and getting bits of 
the nearby universe,” Dr Murdin 
said. “We've been to the Moon 
and brought some bits back to 
Earth. Landers have been to 
Mare and brought stuff back into 
the vehicle for analysis. For the 
future, the European Space 
Agency is looking at the Rosetta 
mission, landing on a comet and 
digging around on iL I would 
view Galileo in that developing 
story. We now have real data on 
how the atmosphere is, not just 
m of the 1 


a spectrum 1 


cloud tops.” 



Mme M, spare 
that pooch 

The French are a tolerant lot in 
their own way As we are con- 
tinually told, they will tolerate 
any scandals in the private lives 
of their leaders. But there are 
limits. 

Consternation has greeted 
the news Dal late president 
Mitterrand's widow, Danielle, 



the hearse taking his coffin on 
its last journey from the coun- 
try church to the cemetery. 

Danielle is reported as say- 
ing chat she already has a 
labrador of her own and can’t 
accommodate another when 
she is in Paris (but everyone 
knows she has a good-sized 
house, quite big enough for a 
pack of labradors). She has 
promised to collect BaJtique 
from the barracks whenever 
she goes down to the family’s 
country house in the south 
west. Sacrebleul Either you 
have a dog or you don’t. You 
can’t just colled one when you 
leave town. The damage to 
Mme Mitterrand's image looks 
irreversible. 


Say it, Tony 

Who do we find writing a full- 
page schooling manifesto in 
the current issue of the Times 



Baitique et Francois ... 

has farmed out his faithful 
black labrador, Baitique, to 
one of his former bodyguards 
and that the poor bitch could 
spend the rest of her days at a 
barracks near Versailles. Bai- 
tique endeared herself to the 
French public when, in accor- 
dance with her master’s last 
wishes, she walked alongside 


Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 


,lA*5, UrtAf 
HAtfC *J6 CfOT 


just before the Harriet Harman 
row broke? None other than 
Tony Biair. 

Here is a snippet: “There is 
mnch that is good in onr sys- 
tem. But unfortunately it has 
too often been restricted to an 
£lite few. A return to a Systran 
dominated by selection at 11 
would make matters worse. We 
need reform that looks for- 
ward rather than back.” 


What would Emd have said? 

Noddy lost 

It was enough to make the 
Famous Five turn to fisticuffs - 
watching Enid Blyton's digni- 
fied daughter, Gillian Baver- 
stock, fall into the undignified 
clutches of the Freud PR 
agency yesterday. 

A pained looking Mrs Baver- 
stock was promoting the sale of 
the copyrights of her mother’s 
works to Ttocadero pic, owner 
of the London Trocadero, and 
to this end was shuffled uncer- 
emoniously in and out of a 
dimin utive Noddy car and 
tweaked from one journalist to 
the next And not even in a pri- 
vate room. She had to give her 
interviews in the general 
throughfare, as the public 
squeezed past her, rushmg to 
the un-Blyion like hi-tech 
delights of the Emaginator, Vir- 
tual World and Alien War, while 
a small Noddy roamed foriomiy 
around the mall in a blue hat 
and red nose, looking as bewil- 
dered as his creator’s daughter. 


Hosepipe 
ban, literally 

Giving birth fs now a non- 
essential activity. And in the 
summer months it's down- 
right dilettante. 

My spies in the maternity 
ward at Harrogate General 
Hospital tell me a vicious 
post-natal row is about to 
break in the peaceful spa over 
the belated discovery that it 
took Yorkshire Water's sum- 
mer hosepipe ban to heart 
and closed its waterbirth 
facility. 

One new papa tells me: “My 
wife had made it clear 
throughout her pregnancy that 
she wanted a waterbirth and 
had been assured by the hos- 
pital that it would be possible. 
But when we telephoned the 
ward to tell them we were 
about to set of£ we were told 
that tiie birthing pool was not 
being used because of the 
hosepipe ban - specifically 
because a hosepipe is used to 
fill the pool.” 

The Harrogate General 
Hospital’s head of midwifery 
services, Lesley Harris, says in 
response that the pool was 
closed “as a community-spir- 
ited gesture.” 

Yorkshire Water is flum- 
moxed. “The ban was on 
hosepipes for washing cars 
and watering private gar- 
dens,” said a spokesman 
yesterday. 

“A birthing pool would be 
excluded Grom a more general 
non-essential use ban becaus e 
it would be regarded as being 


part of a medical process.” 

Except, it seems, by those 
who run hospitals. 



Wanamaken not betting 

Zoe’s odds 


I expected to find that the won- 
derful actress Zoe Wanamaker 
exuding bonhomie at the 
Olivier awards nominees' lunch 
yesterday. Her cup runneth 
over, having been nominated 
for an Olivier Award as Best 
Actress for The Glass 
Menagerie, and she is also the 
trustee for her late lather Sam's 
brainchild, the Globe Theatre, 
which looks like opening next 
June, thanks to £12.4m of lot- 
tery money. 

That may be, she told me, 
“but 1 think the National Lot- 
tery is the biggest con ever. It’s 
trying to cover up the lack of 
arts rending. And I never play 
it” All that Tennessee Will jams 
intensity seems to be going to 
her head. 


Eagle Eye 
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Why Blair must 
stand by Hannan 


H arriet Hannan must not resign- Tony 
Blair should back her to the hilt. If 
he falls to do so the old guard of his party 
wiB pick up the message all too quickly - 
“Rough me up a bit and I wflj cave in." 
That message will be relayed to an anx- 
ious electorate and they will ask: if the old 
guard can force him to retreat on this 
issue, then what other promises to the 
aspirant middle classes will he backtrack 
on? In short, Blair has much to lose on 
this apparently trifling issue of the future 
of one II -year-old boy. 

It is not just a matter of presentation. 
There are diffi cult and troubling issues at 
stake. The first is parental choice. It 
should play a centra] role in secondary 
education. As a nation we must want par- 
ents to desire and seek the best for their 
children. To do that we must allow them 
to search for the school most suited lo 
each child. 

The kind of antagonism unleashed 
against Harriet Harman's decision casts 
doubts on Labour's commitment to 
choice. For all her middle-class primness 
- she seems at times like a Labour ver- 
sion of Virginia Boltomley - she never- 
theless has an unnerving habit of slipping 
out of the political world and behaving 
like an ordinary person. And up and down 
the country parents of all dasses are doing 
exactly what she is doing. Labour would 
be woefully misguided to side against 
them. 

On the contrary. Labour should be 
advocating greater diversity within the 
state sector, with more specialisation 
within schools allowing them to focus on 
music, the arts, science or sport. And 
there should be forms of streaming and 
setting within comprehenshcs. 


Yet if there is to be choice, then schools 
that acquire a good reputation will be 
oversubscribed. The long-term solution to 
that is to allow good schools - possibly 
through involving private finance — to 
grow to accommodate this demand, and 
to work on improving the quality of all 
schools, especially the worst With proper 
funding and good management even sink 
schools can be turned around. But in the 
short term where demand outstrips sup- 
ply, there must be rationing - and that 
raises the question of selection. 

The 11-plus examination had a disas- 
trous impact on Britain. It condemned 
millions of children to a second-class edu- 
cation, second-class life chances and sec- 
ond-class jobs. There must be no return 
to such a divisive system. The aim of 
British education - as it is in Germany and 
Japan - should be lo raise the standards 
of all our children's education, not just the 
top 5 per cent. 

That means entzy selection for schools 
should be used as a tool to deal with 
oversubscription. There should be alter- 
natives to selection on academic grounds 
and examination results: random selec- 
tion, interviews, work projects com- 
pleted at junior school, selection based 
on geography. None of these is satisfac- 
tory, as any parent will testify. 

The political point is dear, though. The 
left has held bade from attacking Mr Blair 
directly; a full frontal assault would not 
succeed and would be too damag in g . So 
it is attacking Harriet Hannan as a proxy 
for the Labour leader himse LE. 

If he loses his nerve and backs down, 
the middle-class voters he has been court- 
ing so assiduously will feel badly lei down 
and may never fully trust him again. 


Major should take 
Mitchell’s way out 


J ohn Major is being offered a way to 
break nearly a year’s political deadlock 
in Northern Ireland. He has a plan on his 
desk that should persuade the Govern- 
ment to set aside its unrealistic demand 
that the IRA should give up its weapons 
before constitutional talks can begin. It 
sets out in detail how to persuade Sinn 
Fein to make a genuine and irrevocable 
commitment to ensuring that the days of 
violence are over for ever. 

The plan drawn up by the former US 
senator. George Mitchell, and his inter- 
national commission is published today. 
The Prime Minister should seize upon it. 

Senator Mitchell has not gone soft on 
Sinn Fein. His plan requires Gerry Adams 
to go further than ever before in accept- 
ing the democratic process in Northern 
Ireland. If Sinn Fein were to join talks, ihc 
party would have to promise to be bound 
by any democratically agreed settlement, 
even if it opposed aspects of the deal. 

This would be a considerable conces- 
sion for the republicans, for it would 
require them implicitly to acknowledge 
that their historic goal of a united Ireland 
would have to be sacrificed. And Mr 
Mitchell has not set aside altogether the 
ambition to disarm the paramilitaries. He 
proposes it should be staged. Decom- 
missioning of arms would be ejqrected to 
take place in parallel with all-party talks, 
as a way of building confidence. 

Mr Mitchell is also expected to make 
concessions to the Unionist side, favour- 
ing their suggestion that an elected assem- 
bly should be convened to discuss con- 
stitutional reform. Nationalists on both 


sides of the Irish border will not like this 
concession. 

Nevertheless, John Major will have to 
swallow some of his pride, if he is to 
accept the Mitchell report. Not to accept 
it would risk derailing the peace process 
completely. He will have to set aside the 
repeated demand that the IRA must give 
in at least some weapons before all-party 
talks can begin. 

This was always an ill-judged demand. 
In Ireland there is no precedent of rebels 
handing in guns before talks. The Gov- 
ernment's own security forces have made 
plain their view that the IRA would 
never agree to the demand. It is almost 
impossible to find a single conflict around 
the world where surrender of weapons 
preceded negotiations. 

Yet ministers have stuck doggedly to 
this precondition for nearly a year. Their 
insistence led to an Anglo-Irish summit 
being cancelled in the autumn and nearly 
blighted President Clinton's visit in 
November. 

It has been difficult to understand the 
Government's determination. Even the 
Ulster Unionists have wavered on the 
issue, indicating that the arms question 
could be fudged, provided an assembly 
was elected for constitutional talks. 

Now there is a way out, providing Sinn 
Fein and others are prepared to make sna- 
il ariy difficult concessions. Today, Mr 
Major should give the Mitchell plan his 
backing. He would call Sinn Fein’s bluff : 
it would then be up to Gerry Adams to 
prove that he really believes in peace and 
democracy. 
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■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Chablis socialists who are forced to choose between head and heart 


From Mr Poddy Heazell 
Sir Your correspondent Andrea 
Coleman (letter, 23 January) 
reacts too sharply. Harriet Har- 
man is far from being the first 
socialist parent to have faced 
having to choose between being 
ruled by head or heart 
As bead of The Hall, an inde- 
pendent (fee-paying) school in 
the unfashionable end of Hamp- 
stead, in London, I regularly edu- 
cated the sons and grandson of 
Labour (and liberal) politicians. 
They all, presumably, took the 
view that whatever the political 
and philosophical arguments, their 
sons were too precious to be-$ac^ 
rificed on any altars of correctness^ 
Branded on one occasion as 
the "Chablis socialists”, their 
ranks included such past great 
luminaries of the Labour Party as 
Professors Laski and GDH Cole. 
Mrs Coleman really has no cause 
to feel so betrayed. 

Surely, responsible parents 
must aim to provide the very best 
for their children, as they see it 
and as circumstances dictate. A 
better educated nation may hap- 
pen, one day, but even if Joseph 
Dromey really could be mstnt- 
mental in creating it, should his 
parents be required to risk wait- 
ing that long? 

Yours faithfully, 

Paddy Heazell 
Saxmundham, Suffolk 
23 January 

From Mr William Higgins 
Sir. You may be right to say 
(leading article, 23 January) that 


politician-parents are entitled to 
renege on their publicly ex- 
pressed views to avoid disadvan- 
taging their children. But please 
don't expect those who passed 
the 11-plus in the late Sixties only 
to find that the grammar schools 
they succeeded in getting. into 
were snbsequen tty sham bolkally 
converted into comprehensives, 
to feel warm and forgiving about 
ft. 

Unlike Mr Blair and Ms Har- 
man (Fettes College and St 
Paul's, respectively), a grammar 
school was our best hope; and 
Harold Wilson’s Labour govern- 
ment took that back from us. 

Notwithstanding your ap- 
proval, voters will react nega- 
tively to any politician who gives 
at least tacit support to a prin- 
ciple, but who contravenes it the 
moment its observance becomes 
inconvenient. , 7 

Yours faithfully, 

William Higgins 
Caterhara, Surrey 
22 January 

Prom Mr Hugfi Sheppard 
Sin Harriet Hannan has nothing 
to apologise to her own party for, 
let alone the Conservatives. She 
is fully entitled to seek the best 
for her son under a system for 
which her party has no responsi- 
bility. That does not mean she 
agrees with it, nor that she wants 
something for herself she would 
deny to others. 

In the same way, I wish that 
instead of a cut in income tax, the 
Government would spend more 


on social objectives. That doesn’t 
mean I am going to offer to pay 
extra tax - just that I would be 
prepared to when the govern- 
ment changes. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hugh Sheppard 
Odiham, Hampshire 
22 Jannaiy 

From Mr D. Richards 
Sin The crudal argument that 
you fail to consider in your lead- 
ing article (“Harman gets her pri- 
orities right”, 22 January) is why 
Harriet Harman chose a Roman 
Catholic comprehensive for 
Harry, her first child. Choice on 
religious grounds is generally 
accepted and, thankfully and 
honourably, virtually ah church 
schools, both Anglican and 
Roman Catholic, have chosen to 
be comprehensive. 

What does her choice for her 
second chil d say about chtmch 
schools in general and London 
Oratory in particular? Is Hany 
more in need of a Catholic ethos 
than Joe? If it was crucial for one, 
why not the other? 

Yours sincerefy, 

D. Richards 
Headteacher 

St Aidan's Church of England 

High School 

Harrogate 

North Yorkshire 

22 January 

From Mr John Crawley 
Sir. I found your editorial on 
Harriet Hannan pretty hard to 
swallow. Your argument that 


"each parent has a duty to do the 
best for their own child ” is typi- 
cal of the worst middle-class con- 
sume rist view of education. What 
about the society that her son is 
growing up in, perpetuated by 
thk kind of schooling? On the 
logic of your argument, Ms Har- 
man is a hypocrite for not send- 
ing her children to Eton because, 
if it is solely about getting ahead 
in the rat race and "purchasing" 
future access to a university, 
then, statistically, that's an even 
better bet for her child 

Grammar schools such as St 
Olave’s are all about concern for 
the “bright’’ 10 per cent and let 
the rest go hang. The problem 
with our society is that there are 
many forms of intelligence we 
should value and nourish, but we 
choose to define and value just 
one, academic form, and heap 
the resources on that already 
privileged minority. 

Yours etc, 

John Crawley 1 
Lichfield, Staffordshire 
22 January 

From Mr Tom Morton 
Sin The opprobrium with which 
Harriet Hannan has met follow- 
ing her decision to send her son 
to a grammar school is deeply 
regrettable but not entirely 
surprising. 

As a Labour -supporting, for- 
mer grammar school boy. I fuDy 
endorse Ms Hannan's actions. 
Grammar schools enshrine the 
finest virtues of British social 
democracy, offering educational 


opportunities to children on 
purely academic merit: it 
is astonishing that Labour does 
not defend them as such - for 
they have furnished the Labour 
Party with generations of vo- 
ters’ members and. indeed. 
Parliamentarians. 

Until the party lakes the class 
struggle out of the dassroom, Ms 
Hannan and ambitious parents 
nationwide will remain stuck 
uneasily between Tory educa- 
tion cuts and snide socialist 
rhetoric. 

Yours faithfully. 

Tom Morton 
London, W12 
23 January 

From Ms Isobel Shepherdson 
Sin It seems that Harriet Har- 
man's decision about the school 
her son is to attend might well 
damage the new Labour Party 's 
election prospects and who 
knows what else beside? 

The saddest thing of all is that 
it may well be a bad derision for 
her son. There is plenty of evi- 
dence that bright pupils do as well 
in comprehensive schools as they 
do in selective schools. They gain 
so much, in addition, in social 
competences, that selective 
schools begin to look somewhat 
deprived and limited environ- 
ments for bright, independent- 
minded boys, or girls, to spend 
formative years. 

Yours faithfully, 

Isobel Shepherdson 
York 

22 January 


Jammed up by 
company cars 

From Mr Nicholas Faith 
Sin I find the newfangled concern 
expressed by all our political par- 
ties to find a transport policy not 
overly biased towards the motor- 
car more than slightly hypocritical 
Indeed, I will not begin to take 
them seriously until they adopt a 
firm policy or removing tax relief 
entirely from company cars - and 
from the parking spaces enjoyed 
by senior executives in so many 
office blocks. Such a policy would 


not only discourage the use of cars 
for commuting (the prime cause 
of traffic jams in our major cities); 
it would also provide the Treasury 
with more than £lbn in addi- 
tional revenue. Unfortunately, the 
present government’s mania for 
privatisation means that the 
money could not be applied to 
helping our ramshackle urban 
railway systems, because it would 
simply end up in the pockets of 
private shareholders. 

Yours sincerely, 

Nicholas Faith 
London, N7 
22 January 


Labour simply loves to be embarrassed 


f T , oday: AD you need to know 
J. the Labour Party 


about 


Why is there all this hiss about 
Harriet Harman and her child's 
education? 

What fuss? 

Well the Tories are going on about it 
as if she had hired Ttggy Legge-Bourke 
in person to educate the child. 

Oh dear, you aren't used to poli- 
tics, are you? This fuss about Harriet 
Hannan isn't a fuss at alL 

Isn’t it? 

No. 

What is it, then? 

It's a dirty trick. 

.*1 Tory dirty trick? 

No, it’s a Labour dirty trick. 

Ltdrotoertffrkxredaddm on purpose? 

Oh. yes. You see, the Labour Party 
is very keen to win the next election. 
However, the Labour high command 
know that there are various pitfalls 
they have to get through before elec- 
tion time. No matter how careful 
Labour is, they always end up with egg 
on their faces because someone senior 
in Labour has gone private in hospi- 
tal or gone private in education, or 
because the unions have engineered 
a strike at the wrong time, and this 
makes Labour look as if they are 
hypocrites. The worst possible time lo 
do this is just before the election. So 



MILES KINGTON 


this time Labour have derided to get 
their pratfalls over long before the 
election, and have them nicely out of 
the way, and long forgotten. 

So Harriet Harmanwas instructed to 
do this by Labour polity planners? 

Indubitably. 

So it’s not hypocrisy? 

Not in political terms, no. 

Js there such a thing as hypocrisy in 
politics? 

Yes. 

Can you give me an example? 

Yes. For the past 15 years the Tory 
party has been proclaiming itself to be 
the party of law and order. During that 
time senous crime has rocketed up and 
convictions have- not kept pace. There- 
fore it is now easier to get away with 
crime than it has ever been. Yet the 
Tory party claims to be the party of law 
and order. It does not takea genius to 
spot an element of hypocrisy here. 

So you think that ate breakdown of 


the British criminal justice system, as 
permitted to happen by the Tories, is 
more serious than Harriet Harman's 
choice of school? 

I do, yes. I do not think the British 
public does. 

Could you explain that? 

Certainly. There is something every 
politicians knows, but never acknowl- 
edges, and that is that the British peo- 
ple are two different animals. There is 
the public, and there is the electorate. 
The electorate is a wise antmai which 
exercises its democratic rights, con- 
siders the issues, joins in national 
debates, and so on. The public js a yob- 
bish gang which reads the Sun , throws 
wrappers in the streets, buys tickets for 
lotteries which it can’t win and votes 
for the Tbries at the last election. 

Unfortunately, the wise voters and 
theyobbish public are the same peo- 
ple. The electorate knows, for 
instance, that it is crazy to build more 
roads and sell more cars. Hie public 
wants nothing better than to jump in 
its second car and drive 100 yards to 
the shops. But they are the same peo- 
ple. That is why politicians sometimes 
take us seriously, and explain ideas to 
us, and why sometimes they rant and 
rave. It depends whether they are 
addressing the public or the voters. 

How do the two animals feel about 
Harriet Harman? 


The electorate knows that Harriet 
Harman has done nothing wrong. The 
public think s she has made an idiot 
of herself. 

WiU she resign? 

No. The Labour Party needs peo- 
ple like her. 

Young blood, you mean? 

No. People with symmetrical ini- 
tials. Research has shown that people 
trust figures with the same initials on 
both names. That's why the Labour 
Parly gives such prominence to Mo 
Mowl am, Harriet Harman, Donald 
Dewar and so on. There's nobody like 
that in the lories that 1 can think of. 

Or anywhere else, come to that! 

On the contrary. Showbiz is full of 
them. Arthur Askey, Billy Bennett, 
Charlie Chester, Donald Duck, 
Edward Enfield, Frank Finlay ... 

Yes, yes, I get the point 

Time for one more question. 

Tell me one thing. If Harriet Harman 
lets the side down by sending a child 
to grammar school would a Tory MP 
get into similar trouble if he or she sent 
their child to a comprehensive school? 

No. The Tories can get away with 
far more than Labour because they 
can always claim they are exercising 
choice. 

• Thought for the day: Peter Mandel- 
son's initials are PM. 


Keeping the young 
away from crime 

From Mr Roger Statham 
Sir Your report about the link 
between unemployment and 
crime (“Lack of jobs ties men to 
‘cycle’ of youth crime", 19 Janu- 
ary) has been greeted by know- 
ing nods in the probation service. 
This Home Office research has 
replicated the findings of 
research commissioned by the 
Association of Chief Officers of 
Probation and carried out by 
Lancaster University in 1993. 
The findings are also echoed in 
the day-to-day experiences of 
every probation officer in the 
country. 

The Probation Service is seri- 
ous about tackling crime, but 
there is concern about the grow- 
ing alienation of young men. 
Unemployment is leaving a vac- 
uum in their lives which is filled 
with drug taking and crime in so 
many cases. 

Prevention is clearly better 
than cure. So why not start with 
a safety net of modern appren- 
ticeships for all our school 
leavers? 

Yours sincerely. 

Roger Statham 
Chief Probation Officer 
Cleveland Probation Service 
Middlesbrough, 

Cleveland 
22 January 

The writer is Social Policy and 
Employment spokesman of the 
Association of Chief Officers of 
Probation. 


Monkey business 

From Mr Johannes Van Dam 
Sir: lb answer fim Nott’s query 
concerning a name for the @ 
(“So what do you call the @ 
thing?", 22 January), some here 
call the @ “apenstaart”, which is 
Dutch for monkey’s tail. 

Yours truly, 

Johannes van Dam 
Amsterdam 
22 January 


Football and cafes 
outside St Paul’s 

From Mrs Clare Stevens 
Sin Thank you for reopening the 
debate on the future of Pater- 
noster Square. As the parent of 
a St Paul’s Cathedral chorister, I 
can tell you that my son and a lot 
of his friends have expressed the 
desire for an Astroturf football 
pitch on the site. 

A mixed development of 
offices, residential apartments, 
shops and restaurants would be 
an ideal solution to the problem 
of Paternoster Square, particu- 
larly if the shops and restaurants 
were open at weekends and on 
summer evenings. There are few 
experiences more depressing 
than trying to occupy a small boy 
between the hours of 430pm 
and 730pm on a cold, possibly 
wet Sunday in the City. 

Yours faithfully, 

Clare Stevens 
London, SE22 
23 January 


Paradise found 

From Mr Stephen Haworth 
Sir: If Norway gives us Hell, as 
Bernard Sharp points out (letter, 
22 January), travel west instead. 
There is a famous Mystic in Con- 
necticut; Indiana provides Har- 
mony and Arkansas, Hope. Con- 
cord is to be found hi 

Massachusetts, Eden in Idaho 
and, in Missouri, Arcadia. But we 
need not go so far for Heaven: 
that is a farm in East Sussex, close 
to the Bluebell Railway. I’ve 
passed it many times, but never 
yet knocked on the door. 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephen Howakth 
Shelton, Nottinghamshire 
22 January 


Past letters to Letters to the 
Editor; and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
295 2056; e-mail; letters® 
tndependenLco.uk) Letters may 
be edited tor length and clarity 





On the road 
since 1215 

From Mr Dominic Reid 
Sin With reference to your arti- 
cle “City pageant to revive his- 
toric Thames" (18 January), I 
should perhaps point out that it 
is the River procession (hat dates 
back to 1422; the Lord Mayor 
had already been travelling to 
Westminster annually since 1213. 
By the time the first River pro- 
cession took place in 1422, the 
Lord Mayor's Show was already 
207 years old. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dominic Reid 
P agean tin aster 
Lord Mayor's Show 
Hertford 
22 January 

Jury avoidance 

From Mr Anthony Scrivener, QC 
Sin The problem for the Serious 
Fraud Office in the Maxwell case 
was that the jury did understand 
the evidence and the fact that a 
jury returns a correct verdict is 
hardly a reason for doing away 
wi th Ju nes. The only sure way of 
getting convictions is to let the 
SFO decide the result. 

Yours faithfully, 

Anthony Scrivener 
2-3 Gray's Ins Square 
London, WCl 
22 January 


Altered states 

From Mr Norman Murray 
Sir: In his letter (20 J anuar y) 
Arvars Stnka declares that the 
Chechens “are as fully deservin g 

as the English of their own state”. 

Many of us in this part of the 
world, and in Wes, would agree 
that the English frilly deserve 
nationhood, and earnestly hrwyw. j 
they soon achieve it. 1 

Yours faithfriUy, 

Norman Murray 
Edinburgh 
20 January 
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ion)' Blair, in his inleresliDg Singapore 
speech, praised that country’s com- 
pulsory savings scheme, where up to 
P er «nt of people's salary is 
deducted and put into a savings 
account for their old age. We do not 
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should be encouraged to save for 
their own retirement. 

The recommendations of this report 
fall into two parts: what the stale will 
itself do: and what it will force work- 
ing people to do. 

This country has managed to devise 
a stale pension scheme that will not go 
bust about 2020 under the pressure of 


that we have to put 
more resources aside 


waves of retirees. Every other major 
developed nation has enormous 
unfunded liabilities: promises lo pay 
pensions that the country cannot con- 
ceivably afford. The record in Europe 
is Luxembourg, where these liabilities 
amount to nearly two and a half times 
its GDP, with the Netherlands not far 
behind. 

But Britain has achieved financial 
sanity at the price of parsimony. Our 
slate pensions are pegged to prices, 
not earnings, so our pensions, s mall as 
they ore now. will be tiny in relation 
to earnings in 20 or more years' lime. 
It is hard to see that being acceptable 
in a decent society. 

So the first part of the pensions 
report looks at ways in which state 
pensions might be targeted at those 
most in need, with the oldest getting 


more than the just-retired, and those 
with income from savings or other 
pensions arrangements receiving less 
Lban those without. 

The more you can get people to 
save, the less of a burden there win be 
on this chunk of the pension. And that 
is where the second and more con- 
troversial element comes in. This is the 
compulsory savings plan, the new 
National Pension Scheme. 

Those of us in work would be forced 
to save some proportion of our income, 
within top and bottom limits; that 
money would be put aside and invested 
on our behalf, and those investments, 
would be used on retirement to buy an 
annuity that would pay the pension. So 
the size of our pension would depend 
directly on the amount we had saved. 
We would still get some small state 
pension, but the vast bulk would come 
from our own savings. This scheme 
would take over from the present 
state top-up pension scheme, Serps. 

While you have to save, you don't 
have to save in the national scheme, 
and this report assumes that most peo- 
ple will not do so, preferring to take out 
a private pension scheme, tf they don't 
have one already. But some kind of sav- 
ings scheme would be compulsory. 
From that there would be no escape. 

This is an idea whose time has 
come. I believe this for three main rea- 
sons. First, demography dictates that 
we have to put more resources aside for 
pensions. The choice is really between 
higher taxation now 10 build up a sur- 
plus in a proper social security fond, or 


some form of compulsory savings- 1 do 
not think that we trust governments suf- 
ficiently 10 give them more of our 
money. They cannot even balance their 
national budgets, so bow on earth can 
they be trusted with the large surpluses 
such a fund would generate? So it has 
to be compulsory savings, supported by 
government but distanced from it and 
managed in a way that inspires trust 
Second, this idea fits in with the 


themselves but be responsible for 
more. They no longer attempt to run 
airlines or telephone companies 0 el 
alone motor manufacturers), but they 
do increasingly regulate these activi- 
ties. Paradoxically, they find it easier 
to police something they do not own 
than manage something they do. 

And third, this idea fits in with the 
mood towards self-reliance that is 
evident in societies as diverse as Swe- 
den or the United States: if people can 
do things for themselves, they should 
do so, while the state should direct its 
efforts at helping Lhose who for what- 
ever reason, are unable to do so. 

Britain is interesting in a world con- 
text. We have a relatively old popula- 
tion, but we are not now ageing as fast 
as most other developed nations. We 
also already have a large private-sec- 
tor funded pensions system. So our 
pensions problem is more manageable 
than just about anywhere else. We wflJ 
be watched carefully for what we do 
next. If we head in the direction of 
compulsory savings for retirement, 
expect others to follow. 



Tony, Gordon and no Joy 

Labour lost its omnicompetent campaigns director this week, prey to a split at the heart of the party 


iga 


J oy Johnson used to be the 
most famous voice in the 
press crowd. Outside No 10 in 
all weathers it was her piercing 
Northern shriek that often 
caught the politicians off their 
guard. “When are you going to 
resign?” was a favourite - any- 
thing to get a filmable reaction. 
In his book, Sir Bernard Ing- 
ham called her the “shouter”. 
John Major once asked 
uneasily, “Who is that woman 
who makes me feel tike a crim- 
inal every time I enter Down- 
ing Street?” She once wrong- 
footed Neil Kinnock with an 
adroit doorstep after an angry 
NEC meeting. “Are you 
happy?” she bellowed at Ken- 
neth Baker, eliciting tell-tale 
anger as he emerged from 
Number 10 after being 
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demoted. 

Johnson was the BBCs polit- 
ical news editor, conducting 
the daily news operation out of 
Westminster, feeding the many 
bulletins’ limitless appetite for 
soundbites - 20 seconds and 
not a nano-second more. It's a 
tough skill in a tough scrum, 
and she was the best. 

That is why Lhe Labour Party 
hired her a year ago. And why 
it has come as a shock to those 
of us who worked with her in 
the newsroom to hear of her 
acrimonious departure from 
Wahvonh Road on Monday. I 
tried to find out what went 
wrong. 

As Labour's Campaigns 
Director Johnson was respon- 
sible for media strategy, f° r 
campaigns in the 80 target 
r, seats, and for what are called 
* “rebuttals”. “But I was always 
better at attack than defence,” 
she says, recalling sallies such as 
the Chicken Run. teasing Tbry 
MPs fleeing losing seats to find 
better ones. “You can’t put a 
good spin on a bad story,” she 
has always said, but then she 
has been shocked to find some 
journalists surprisingly easy to 
spin; “I'm against the lobby sys- 
tem, which just spoon-feeds 
journalists. Some journalists 
are not at ail rigorous. Some 
are lazy, some are too keen to 
keep in close to power.” 

So why has she been ousted 
from her job in the run-up to 


the election, which she admits 
she will miss painfully? The 
inside word was that she was 
part of an attempt to stop all 
power being sucked upwards 
into the leader’s hands, while 
she herself would only admit to 
her natural journalistic instincts 
jarring with political impera- 
tives. The truth? Even for this, 
her one and only interview, 
her tips are zipped , even if her 
eyes are expressive. 

Trouble first surfaced pub- 
licly on the October night Tony 
Blair was making his leader's 
speech to the party conference 
- which fell on the same day as 
the OJ Simpson verdict. With- 
out consulting Joy, Blair’s press 
secretary, Alastair Campbell, 
sent a lax to Lhe BBC demand- 
ing that the Labour leader 
should come ahead of OJ in the 
news running order. The BBC 
director-general’s brisk and 
rude response called the fax 
“crass”. “I was shocked when I 
was told about it," she says. 
Probably because she knew full 
well that the speech would lead 
the bulletins anyway. That inci- 
dent defined the tension 
between herself and the 
leader's office that was even- 
tually to become unendurable. 

Yesterday Labour was saying 
nothing openly about her 
departure. But off the record, 
a picture emerges in which 
Johnson became a player in 
both a key personal nvahy and 
a prime dash between old and 
new Labour styles of politics. 

She was hired by Gordon 
Brown, Shadow Chancellor 
and head of party campaign 
strategy. Her appointment was 
approved by Tony Blair, 
though she made no secret of 
her personal politics: “1 had 
wanted Gordon Brown to 
stand for the leadership. I 
believe he really wants a fairer 
society - and means iu When 
he didn’t stand, I voted for 
Margaret Beckett.” 

Like other parties. Labour’s 
press operation has an awkward 
division between the role 
played by press officers work- 
ing out of party headquarters 
and the team in the leader's 
own office. 

What made the split so 
deadly for Joy Johnson was 
that this division emphasised a 
growing chasm between Tony 
Blair’s people and Gordon 
Brown's people. You could try 
to dress up the animosity in foe 
respectable clothes of policy 
difference and matters of sub- 
stance - but the playeis would 
still look pretty naked The fact 
is, most of politics is far more 
about personal rivalry, jealousy 



Joy Johnson: ‘1 was always better at attack than defence’ 


and suspicion than usually gets 
reported 

For there is but a cigarette 
paper between the politics of 
Brown and Blair. The story of 
their falling out is a fine human 
drama - a Cain and Abel, a 
Romulus and Remus. One man 
nobly stands down for the good 
of his friend and his party. But 
he remains embittered, his 
friend’s gratitude never lasts 
long enough, and living in the 
shadow of such a bright sun is 
more painful than anticipated 


Political leadership is absolute 
and leaves even the closest col- 
leagues far behind in the sec- 
ond rank. 

The charge against Joy John- 
son is that she set about pro- 
moting Brown in particular, to 
offset the overwhelming pub- 
licity given to the leader. She 
rejects that, and says she pro- 
moted the whole team. New 
Labour, however, is presiden- 
tial in style, and as she has dis- 
covered painfully, that it is the 
only game in town, the growing 
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face of modem politics every- 
where. One of her predeces- 
sors, John Underwood, fell 
under the same steam train. 

Will they replace her? “Oh, 
I don’t think they wilir she says 
with a quick, sharp laugh. 

Joy Johnson’s fall has 
exposed the venom between 
the Blair and Brown camps. 
One Blairite said: “No, no. 1 
couldn't possibly talk about it. 
Absolutely not. We are 
injuncted not to say a word 
about what really happened.” 


But it took about a minute and 
a half and very little prompt- 
ing before the dam burst and 
a bilious wave engulfed John- 
son’s reputation. It would be 
too libellous to print, but suf- 
fice it to say that what fol- 
lowed was a string of vitriolic 
insults. 

There followed a tirade 
along these lines : “She was 
working for him (Brown) and 
him alone. You should ask X 
(a Brownite), who is a very 
intimate friend of hers, and a 
poisonous individual. She was 
part of a complete organisa- 
tion, working just for him. " 

I bounce these epithets off 
her, hoping to elicit a 
response. Her eyes widen, she 
looks hurt, but her lips stay 
zipped - almost. “You won't 

T had wanted 
Brown to stand 
for the party j 
leadership* 


get me to say anything. You 
can think what you like about 
the people who say such 
things. I do reject any accu- 
sation about my competence. 
Perhaps it speaks volumes 
that this all comes from one 
side?" 

Indeed, plenty on the other 
side are foil of indignant praise 
for her, and anger at her 
untimely removal. 

For outsiders, the wonder- 
ment of Westminster is that 
politics expends so much pas- 
sion about so little. Commen- 
tators delight in the Shake- 
spearean tragedies played out 
in sound and fury, though 
they signify nothing more than 
the fascinatingly fissiparous 
tendencies of all human 
organisations, from street 
committees to the floor of 
the House. 

This, it has to be said, is the 
most minimal interview I have 
ever conducted, since Joy 
Johnson was determined to 
say as little as possible in the 
hour and half we spent 
together. “Why did I ever 
agree to this interview?’' she 
asks at the end, suddenly pan- 
icked that she might have said I 
something that mattered after 
all. “Because it’s good to talk,” 

1 said, with irony. But the only 
talking that goes on is behind 
the scenes, and it is fierce and 
acrid in the safety of absolute 
deniability. 


Vesterday tbe ^ MP Peter Luff 

X claimed he was on a noble cru- 
sade to protect teenagers from sex 
education - or “pom" as he prefers to 
call it - printed in teenage magazines. 
He wants a “return to innocence 
where teenagers are sheltered from an 
talk of sex. Ironic on a day when the 
media spotlighted a glaring example 
of what such “innocence" can breed 
- a girl like Sarah Cook. 

This 13-year-old has jetted on 10 
^Turkey, married her i 8-year-old 
uream hunk, Musa Komeagae- 
wants to live happily ever after. Now 
she says she's desperate for a baby by 
the lime she's 14. Her mother has 
helpfully pointed out that, as she has 
big feet, she won’t have difficulty P v ~ 


Some advice on sex and hunks 


ing birth. Not the sort of advice you 
would find in tbe pages of a teen mag- 
azine like Sugar. 

J feel deeply for Sarah Cook. 
Despite the fact that Musa has now- 
been charged with rape and bolding 
his child bride prisoner, Sarah claims 
he is the one person who makes her 
feel special She fled, in desperation, 
to a man who makes her feel loved 
and more “beautiful” than anyone 
has ever made her feeL It’s a normal 
fan raw that many teenagers dream of 
fulfilling. 

The difference is that most of our 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Joanne Elvin 

teenagers are thankfully given a lot 
more rational guidance than Sarah has 
had. In an ideal world she would have 
been able to nurture her own self- 
esteem and found beauty and worth in 
herself. Ideally. Musa's attention may 
have delighted her but not filled her 
with gratitude and the conviction that 
be was her one chance of happiness. 


Most teenagers derive feelings of 
self-worth from various sources. Trag- 
ically, many of those sources have 
failed Sarah. Her friends, it is 
claimed, called her fat and ugly. And 
her parents have encouraged her in 
her love for a much older boy in an 
illegal marriage. 

A magazine such as Sugar is a 
source that teenagers can turn to for 
information, reassuran c e and comfort. 
When we write about sex, we're say- 
ing to girls like Sarah that they must 
understand that rushing into a sexual 
relationship (particularly at such a 


young age) leads not to fulfilment, but 
yet more pain and self-loathing. We'd 
tell Sarah that while a little baby may 
love her, raising a child without 
parental support in a foreign country 
could be a living nightmare - big feet 
or not. We’d urge Sarah to come 
home, finish school and most of all, 
develop her self-esteem. 

So yes, while we might advise Sarah 
and other teenagers about sex and 
relationships, it is information they 
need to stay based in reality. If on that 
plane trip lo Turkey, Sarah had had a 
copy of Sugar, perhaps she would have 
turned around ai lhe airport and 
headed back 10 Essex. 

The writer is editor of 'Sugar' magazine. 
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As wholesome as 
drinking water 


There’s nothing very shoddng 
about the idea of giving children 
alcohol, says Reay Tannahill 


CCTJrewers recommend tots 

£5for lots “Tfeach Eve- 
year-olds to drink, says alcohol 
group"; “Let children of nine 
try alcohol, say the brewers.” 

The headline writers, as 
always, had a field day in the 
matter of the Pbrtxnan Group’s 
suggestion that British children 
be introduced gradually to 
watered wine and the occa- 
sional sip of beer. 

And yeL, once upon a time, 
most of the Western world - 
children included - pottered 
amiably through life in a state 
of permanent intoxication. 

Until tea, coffee and cfaocol- 
cate were introduced in the 
17th century, the only widely 
available options were water, 
milk, ale and wine. Wbter, 
within range of human habita- 
tion. was, if not actually poiso- 
nous, not far from iL Most 
milk in towns came from dis- 
eased cows, and what was 
brought in from the countryside 
was curdled by the time it 
reached the customer. But fer- 
mented drinks were relatively 
safe - ale for the common peo- 
ple, wine for the well-off. 

This applied equally to chil- 
dren, who throughout most of 
history have been regarded 
simply as undersized adults. 
Even the newest of new babies 
was fed a mixture of butter, 
honey and sugared wine for the 
day or two until its mother's 
milk began to come through. 

It was weaned on alcohol, 
too, on a “pap” made from 
flour or bread cooked in water 
and topped up with beer or 
wine. 

As late as the 1830s it was 
perfectly normal for an ailing 
infant to be given “steel wine” 
as a tonic - iron filings soaked 
in sherry for a month — while 
nursemaids were notorious for 
feeding their charges with 
sugar, water and gin to allow 
them (charges and nurses) to 
get some sleep. 

It is, in fact, only in the last 
hundred years that drink for 
children has been taboo. In the 
second half of the 1 9th century, 
tea became affordable for every- 
one, the railways began bringing 
relatively fresh milk into the 
towns and water quality also 
improved. Arouna the same 
time the women’s movement 
and the temperance movement 
were making their presence felt 
Beer (hopped ale) stopped 
being an accompaniment to 
food and, for men, the pub 
became a drinking den, a refuge 
not only from the miseries of 
industrial labour but from high- 
Victorian morality. A place 
where they went to get dnink. 

And that, of course, is the 
problem with the Portman 


Group's idea of introducing 
children gradually to alcohol. 
The key to sensible drinking i* 
to drink with food, to regard :i 
as part of the meal. In France. 
Italy, Greece and Spain, wines 
are seen as pleasurable partners 
to a great variety of foods and 
it is natural for children t.i 
learn about wine as they learn 
about food. 

Beer is different Especially 
in its milder form of small alt-, 
it once partnered meals cf 
bread and cheese or meat well 
enough. But in relation to the 
lighter and more varied diet c f 
today, it is too strong-tasting 
and too filling. The concept in 
mosr northern countries 01 

The key to 
sensible drinking 
is to drink with 
food, to regard it 
as part of a meal 


drinking for the purpose of 
getting drunk persists. 

A couple of years ago an 
international study of 40 coun- 
tries suggested that all beer- 
drinking nations had a bravado 
culture, where drinking lots cf 
beer and getting into a fight 
were part of normal recre- 
ational patterns. Beer-drink- 
ing countries such as German), 
the Netherlands, Britain. 
Canada and Australia were at 
one end of the violence scale 
and wine-drinking countries at 
the other. The study put the dif- 
ference down to the fact thai 
beer was usually drunk alone, 
without food to modify the 
effects. 

To attempt to transplant the 
Mediterranean cultural pattern 
to the beer-drinking sections ol 
society seems unlikely to work . 
Certainly if France is anythin., 
to go by (with its well behaved 
children in restaurants), the 
increasingly numerous win*.’ 
drinkers in this country would 
be well advised to introduo:- 
their children to watered wine . 
but the suggestion of introduc- 
ing them to beer by way of the 
occasional sip begs the ques- 
tion. Beer drinking doesnT 
work that way when the lager 
lout is on the’warpalh. 

A spokesman for Alcohol 
Concern made the most telling 
point in Lhe course of his stem 
response to the whole ide^ 
when he said that “before we 
can educate our children, we 
have to educate their parents”. 

The writer is a food historian. 
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Millions of stars remain unnamed* 
Many rich and famous have named stars : 
Now you can name a star for only £39.95! j 

• Have your star name in the i 

constellation of your choice . 

• Your star name will be registered 
and copyrighted. 


Only - 


£ 39.95 


find. P&P) - includes: 


• Constellation chart showing star location. 

• Certificate (inscribed by hand). 

• Information booklet & constellation guide . 

• Registration and copyright. 

Celebrate a special occasion 

VVAUMNESDAYV 

- Call NOW and receive by Valentines Day 

• Mother's Day • Birthday • Anniversary 

• Engagement • Wedding • New bom 

For fall details caU NOW Please send no motuj 

Tel: 0181 371 5060 

UNIVERSAL STAR LISTING 

239 REGENTS PARK ROAD LONDON N33LF 
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MAM swings the battle to Granada 


Tax sweetene rbo^tjorRgj^^- jo 


CITY & BUSINES S EDITOR 



Fatal blow to Forte underlines 
immense power of the funds 



lb the victor the pressure: Gerry Robinson now faces rigorous scrutiny from the market 
and the institutions in pruning £2bn of assets in a few months 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 
and SIMON PINCOMBE 

Bri tain 's powerful fund man- 
agers stampeded into the 
Granada corral yesterday, with 
over 90 per cent of them ac- 
cepting the bid for Forte. “Hos- 
tile takeovers are usually pretty 
close-run things, but this was a 
landslide," a senior merchant 
banker said. 

Mercury Asset Management 
delivered the fatal cut to Forte's 
independence hopes with its de- 
cision yesterday morning to 
tender its 14 per cent stake to 
Granada. The move by Forte's 
biggest shareholder sent a num- 
ber of last-minute waverers 
heading for Granada, dramat- 
ically underscoring the life- 
and-dcalh power of the giant 
fund managers. 

Gartmore. Royal Insurance 
and Sun Alliance are among 
those believed to have swung be- 
hind Granada, while Natwest 
said il had stuck with Forte. The 
big index Lrackcr funds, which 
accounted for about 7 per cent 
of Forte, run by BZW. Legal & 
General, Hermes and NatWesL 
would normally have been ex- 
pected not to take a decision on 
the battle. The vote count last 
night showed that close to 67 per 
cent of the shares - with actively 
managed funds holding 75 per 
cent - had accepted the bid. 

MAM is estimated to have 
made more than £100m on its 
shareholding during the two 
months of the brutal takeover 
battle. ".After a long lime de- 
ciding wc concluded Granada 
should he the better steward of 
the assets than Forte." a 
spokesman for MAM said. 

MAM decided that Forte was 
pushed into making corporate 
changes because of the bid. 
that its management record was 
poor and the yield on its assets 
inadequate, and that il had lit- 


tle confidence of improvement 
with the current team. 

As Gerry Robinson, Grana- 
da’s chief executive, yesterday 
celebrated victory, he sought to 
play down the widespread per- 
ception of MAM’S key rale. 
“This bid would have been won 
wiLhout the support of MAM. 
If you are looking for a profes- 
sional fund manager then MAM 
acted in a professional manner. 
There is a lot of nonsense talked 
about MAM bringing this bid to 
us. They knew a day before we 
announced the bid, just like any 
other shareholders.” 

Granada and Forte’s intense 
battle for the allegiance of the 
hind managers pointed up the 
power held by the big pension 
and insurance funds, which own 
a bout 60 per cent of UK equi- 
ty. The 72 members of the In- 
stitutional Fund Managers' 
Association speak fora total of 
£l.l00bn in assets, not ail of 
which is invested in the UK. Re- 
cent years have seen a tremen- 
dous concentration of power 
among the biggest players, with 
the top 25 instituticmal fund 
managers in Britain accounting 
for nearly half the total bolding. 
“The rise of the power of the 
fund managers, and the con- 
centration. has been one of the 
biggest changes in corporate life 



Top fund managers 

Prudential 

£76bn 

MAM 

£72bn 

Schraders 

£64bn 

PDFMAiBS 

£48bn 

Standard Life 

£43bn 

Norwich Union 

£35bn 

BZW 

£34bn 

Legal & General 

£33 bn 

Hermes (BT/POl 

£28bn 

Gartmore 

£25bn 


since the Seventies,” said Peter 
"Warrington of WM Company, 
winch measures pension fund 
performance. 

In making its decision yes- 
terday, MAM was speaking for 
more than 30 corporate pension 
funds it manages on behalf of 
diems. It was reported that Sir 
Stanley Kahns, chief executive 
of Dixons, in an unusual move, 
had specifically requested that 
his shares were sot voted to 
back Granada. 

Mercury’s pivotal decision 
swung the spotlight on the per- 
sonal influence of the key fond 
managers, particularly Carol 
Galley, MAM’S vice-chairman. 
This is not the first time the 48- 
year-old fund manager has 
brought low a powerful figure. 
It was Ms Galley who swung the 
hostile bid for London "Week- 
end Television in favour of 
Granada in 1994, turfing 
Christopher Bland, the next 
chairman of the BBC out of a 
job. That was the first occasion 
that anyone outside the Gty had 
ever heard of Ms Galley. 

Bui the Forte family has 
powerful friends in the media. 
And they have cast Ms Galley 
in the role of cold-blooded ex- 
ecutioner who would sell her 
soul to produce a better return 
for the pension funds she man- 
ages and a chunkier bonus for 
herself in the process. During 
this bid she has been described 
as tough, aggressive, arrogant, 
insensitive and the most 
powerful woman in Britain. 
She is the £800,000-a-year-plus 
female workaholic whose only 
release is to leave early from her 
London Bridge office for her 
home in France. 

Predictably, her supporters 
see it differently. “She works 
effectively,” one said yesterday. 
“But not silty hours. She is 
often out of the office by 7pm 
and, contrary to reports, does 


not fly to her home in France 
every weekend. She has a 
collegiate attitude to her work 
and only uses her private office 
for meetings.” 

Married to a German stock- 
broker, with no children, Ms Gal- 
ley is one of 240 fond managers 
at MAM. Originally from New- 
castle. she was educated at the 
local Gosforth Grammar School. 


She read languages at Leicester 
University and joined the MAM 
library as a graduate in 1971. 

Since then she has risen to be- 
come one of the country's most 
successful fond managers. The 
last set of published MAM ac- 
counts show that she received to- 
tal pay and benefits of £861.000 
in 1994. The package included 
a performance-related bonus 


of £522,000. earned over the pe- 
riod since 1989. and £299,000 in 
pension contributions. 

The same report also re- 
vealed that 219 MAM employ- 
ees stand to share £6S.4m in a 
“golden handcuffs” bonus 
scheme if they stay on at the 
co m p any for ah “extended” pe- 
riod. Ms Galley stands to be- 
come a very rich woman indeed. 


Victory now focuses 
pressure on Savoy 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 

With its victory confirmed, 
Granada now faces the hard 
part making its £3.Sbn takeover 
work. Analysts agree that a 
not be easv to prune £2bn 
w orth of assets in the space of 
a few months, as Granada nas 
promised to do. 

The challenge looks just as 
great for the other two compa- 
nies whose futures have been in- 
evitably altered by the bid: 
Whitbread and the Savoy. 

The pressures on Granada 
will be by far the most intense. 
It hopes to be left finally with 
the restaurants and budget ho- 
tels it had coveted since the 
start, and a gearing of 70 per 
cent. But if there are glitches to 
the planned disposal pro- 
gramme, the slock market could 
take its revenge. 

Granada is aware of the pres- 
sures and the danger of having 
a powerful shareholder such as 
Mercury Asset Management 
peering over its shoulder. 

The list of impending sales is 
lone, and could produce some 
indigestion in the leisure mar- 
ket. Shares in Alpha Airports 
?nH Savoy Group are both ear- 
marked for early sale, followed 
by the 27-strong Welcome 
Break motorway service areas, 
which could go to Whitbread. 

In addition, Granada will 
sell the Meridien and Exclusive 
rhams , for which it says it has 
already identified buyers, and 
the “trophy" hotels such as the 
Grosvenor House in London. 

Warns an analyst: “There are 
definitely risks involved, and 
there had better be a good 
stead)' news flow over the next 
12-18 months." 

The disposal of Forte's stake 
in Savoy Group will absorb by 
for the greatest amount of man- 


agement lime. Analysts say the 
successful takeover has put 

Savov into play. For more tten 
a decade the Savtw. wh^halso 
owns Ciaridges and other holes, 
has fought off several predato- 
ry moves by Forte, 

* The company has recently 
stated its desire to remain m- 
dependent. That, however, may 
be wishful thinking, with Grana- 
da claiming that it has already- 
received several expressions o. 

interest for the Savoy stake it in- 
herits from Forte. 

There is an outside chance 
that the Forte family may seek 
solace bv acquiring th e Savo y 
shares, a move which, according 
to sources dose to the Wontncr 
family, would be welcomed. 
Anahsts, however, believe that 
the Savov's recovery could be 
accelerated if it became part of 
an international group. 

Opponents of that option 
stress that the mystique of the 
Savoy would be lost. “People 
stay at the Savoy because of what 
it is and stands for. They do not 
wish to slay at what may even- 
tually become the Marriott 
Savoy or the Sheraton Savoy.” 
an insider said yesterday. 

Whitbread, for its part, has 
fast become accustomed to dis- 
appointment. Failure to buy 
the Happy Eater and Utile 
Chet" roadside restaurants from 
Forte can be added lo a long list 
of past acquisition failures. 

“We gave it our best shot,” a 
Whitbread spokesman said of 
the Granada win yesterday. 
“We have ambitious growth 
plans for our existing brands and 
we’re always on the look-out for 
new ones.” High on the agen- 
da is a desire to buy AllicJ 
Domecq's stake in Carlsberg 
Tetley. But this is also being eyed 
by Bass, toppled from pole po- 
sition in the brewing league 
when hnuphl four-ave. 




Bombardier 
damper on 
Fokker rescue 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Speculation increased last night 
that Bombardier, owner of the 
Belfast defence company Shorts 
Brothers, may get involved in a 
rescue plan for Fokker. the ail- 
ing aircraft manufacturer. 

Bombardier has a big inter- 
est in seeing Fokker survive as 
■SIX) jobs at Shorts are depen- 
dent on supplying aircraft wings 
to the Dutch company, whose 
owner Daimler-Benz withdrew 
financial support on Monday. 

Linda Coates, a Bombardier 
spokeswoman, said the sugges- 
tion that her company may buy 
part of Fokker or help with a 
bafl-out was pure speculation. 
"Shorts Brothers has a supplier 
relationship with Fokker and 
that's it" she said. 

Montreal-based Bombardier, 
involved in aerospace, con- 
sumer products and transport, 
has a history of acquiring trou- 
bled companies, particularly 
aircraft manufacturers, and 
turning them around. The corn- 
pay, which is said to have large 
large financial resources, owns 
de HariUand. maker of the 
Dash 8 turboprop, and the jet- 
maker Learjeu 

Although Fokker’s aircraft 
assembly lines are likely to 
close, there were suggestions 
last night that the Dutch gov- 
ernment might provide bridging 
loans until other parts of the 
company were sold. 

Andre Mulder, analyst at 
BZW, said Bombardier was the 
most likely candidate to show an 


interest in Fokker. “But the 
Dutch government needs to 
dean up the company first and 
then oner il lo Bombardier for 
a symbolic guilder.” Another 
analyst said the Canadian com- 
pany was “the most likely new 
parent in a Jong list of highly- 
improbablc buyers." 

Analysts dismissed BAc as a 
potential buyer as it is a direct 
competitor and would gain 
from Fokker’s exit from an air- 
craft market plagued by over- 
capacity. 

However, rival aircraft mak- 
ers could suffer if 76-year-old 
Fokker went into receivership 
and aircraft were put on the 
market at reduced prices. 

Fokker’s aircraft production 
unit will probably stay airborne 
for the time being without cred- 
itor protection as Daimler had 
guaranteed the delivery of pre- 
viously ordered Fokker planes. 

Leo Steij’n, for Fokker, said 
Daimler could also gain from 
this as two of its companies had 
bought dozens of leased Fokker 
planes in recent months. “That 
lease portfolio is worth 1.4 bfl- 
lion guilders (£560m). If Fokker 
collapsed, that value falls dra- 
matically," he said. 

The Dutch government was 
holding a crisis meeting last 
night, trying to work out how to 
salvage the business after fail- 
ure to agree a refinancing pack- 
age with Daimler. 

If Fokker foils it could trig- 
ger one of the biggest mass re- 
dundancies ever seen in the 
Netherlands. 


£L.9bn Premier buy to propel Farnell into Footsie 


TOM STEVENSON 
City Editor 

Farnell Electronics will sweep 
into the Footsie index this 
spring after an ambitious US ac- 
quisition. one of the least weU- 
known companies to have 
joined the ranks of Britain's 
largest companies. The deal the 
price of which raised eyebrows 
in the City and knocked almost 
lOpercent from the shares, will 
triple the size of the Wetherby- 
based electrical component dis- 
tributor, giving it a market 
value of almost £3bn. 

The purchase of Premier In- 
dustrial Corporation, also a 
component distributor, was first 


negotiated by Rail track boss 
Bob Horton, a non-executive di- 
rector of Farnell since last year 
and a long-time friend of Moit 
MandeL the 74-year old chair- 
man and chief executive of 
family-controlled Premier. 

After the deal, the renamed 
group will change its name to 
Premier Farnell. 

The deal is the latest and 
largest move by Howard Poul- 
son, chairman for the past three 
years, who described the Pre- 
mier acquisition as “a once-in- 
a-lifelime opportunity". Mr 
Pdulson. who inherited a group 
that had grown profits without 
pause for almost 30 veais, has 
dramatically accelerated the 


company’s growth and news of 
the acquisition was accompa- 
nied by tbe promise of 21 per 
cent growth in profits for the 
current financial year, which 
ends on Sunday. 

farnell will pay £l.S5bn for 
Premier, part-funded by a rune- 
far- 19 rights issue at 540p a 
share, raising £349m, and the is- 
sue of 69.4 million ordinary 
shares and 27.9 million con- 
vertible preference shares. Far- 
neD's £70m cash pfle will be 
wiped out and replaced by net 
debis of £450m. 

Analysts thought the price 
paid, representing 26 times Pre- 
mier's after-tax earnings in the 
year to last May. was high, al- 


though they agreed with the 
commercial logic of a merger 
that will create large economies 
of scale. Unlike many of Far- 
nelTs recent purchases. Pre- 
mier is not an mxkrperfonnmg 
business and increasing its re- 
turn on sales to Farnell's im- 
pressive levels will not be easy. 

Other worries included a 
possible overhang of stock from 
the Mandel family stake, 25 per 
cent of the fully-dilated capital 
of the enlarged group. Various 
agreements are in place to cre- 
ate an orderly withdrawal if the 
Mandels decide to cash in their 
holding, but analysts agreed 
that the deal may stall Farnell’s 
remarkable share price rise 


over the past five years. The 
shares shed 62p to dose at 
61 7p. 

RuneD and Premier sell com- 
ponents through catalogues and 
generate strong cash flows and 
margins by charging a premium 
price in exchange for a high- 
quality. fast service. 

There is little overlap in 
terms of products and suppliers 
and much of the benefit of the 
deal will come from pushing 
each other's products to exist- 
ing customer bases. 

Like Famelb Premier enjoys 
an unusually high marg in for a 
distribution business, about 20 
per cent in its biggest operation, 
Newark Electronics. 



Howard Foulson: Has made 
dramatic impact on growth 


Lending stokes inflation fears 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

A surge in bank lending is De- 
cember, along with signs of an 
upturn in construction, raised 
doubts yesterday about the 
room for further interest rate 
cuts. But a subdued Confeder- 
ation of British Industry survey 
showed that manufacturing re- 
mains tbe weak link in the 
economy. 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, said last night 
that he stuck by his forecast that 
growth would recover this year. 
*‘X believe that the pundits who 
are being more pessimistic will 
be proved wrong,” he said. Mr 
Clarke added that inflation 
prospects were encouraging. 

The figures taken together 
suggest that gloom about the 
economy has been overdone, 
some City analysts agreed. 


“There is now a lot of evidence 
pointing to a turn in economic 
prospects," said David Owen of 
Klemwort Benson, warning that 
the current pace of lending 
could signal higher inflation. 

Output is growing at the 
slowest pace for over two years, 
according to the CBI survey. 
Andrew Buxton, chairman of 
the CBrs economic affairs com- 
mittee, said the survey sup- 
ported the decision to cut base 
rates last week by quarter of a 
point. But he added that there 
was no urgent need for another 
cut: “I don't think we are very 
close to a recession.'’ 

Some economists said yes- 
terday that the Bank of England 
would use the strength of lend- 
ing to argue against further 
base rate cuts. But Mr Owen 
said: “The political imperative 
is to get rates even lower before 
the May local elections.” 


The CBrs quarterly survey 
showed that manufacturing re- 
mains sluggish. For tbe third 
survey running, more firms 
were pessimistic than optimistic 
about the general business sit- 
uation. although by a smaller 
margin than four months ago. 
New orders were flat over the 


M4 Annual Growth 
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past four months and the trend 
in output weakened. 

Companies expect domestic 
orders to pick up during the next 
four months. The balance of 
firms expecting output to rise 
rather than foil increased to 16 
per cent. But the CBI warned 
this could be partly wishful 
thinking. 

However, total lending by 
banks and building societies 
jumped by £63bn last month, 
compared* with £3.4bn in No- 
vember. the Bank of England 
said yesterday. The figure would 
have been £1.1 bn higher but for 
a one-off loan repayment to one 
of the banks by a subsidiary. 

The British Bankers’ Associ- 
ation. whose members account 
for about 70 per cent of loans, 
said demand was up across all 
sectors. There was a takeover- 
related jump in energy industry 
borrowing. 
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Bidders line up 
in approaches 
for Midlands 


PETER RODGERS 
and MARY BUSAN 

The takeover boom in the elec- 
tricity industry stirred into life 
again yesterday for the first 
time since before Christmas 
when Midlands Electricity con- 
firmed that it had been ap- 
proached by potential bidders. 

The shares rose lOp to 368p 
following a 14p rise on Monday. 
The earlier rise came after it 
emerged that Tractebel, the 
Belgian utility, was potentially 
interested in tbe company. 

Other suitors thought to have 
knocked on Midlands’ door 
inchide General Public Utilities, 
the New Jersey-based utility, 
and Houston Industries, which 
unsuccessfully tried to poach 
Norweb from North West 
Water last year. 

A few weeks ago there was 
also a suggestion that Mid- 
lands would discuss a friendly 
merger with Southern Electric, 

the distribution company in 

the South of England. Southern, 
which is Subject lo a bid by Na- 
tional Power, has always made 
clear that it would welcome ap- 
proaches from fellow regional 
firms. But Midland played 
down suggestions that a move 
was imminent and it is thought 
that any further announcement 
could be weeks away. 

Midland said that although it 
had received approaches since 
the lapse of a £1.95bn offer from 
PowerGen, “the board does 
not consider there is any im- 


mi 


mediate prospect of an offer be- 
ing made for the company." 

The PowerGen offer was re- 
ferred to the Monopolies Com- ff, 
mission by Ian Lang. President ' 
of the Board of Trade, and the 

nutted to the^jwerament be- 
fore late March, followed by a 
period during which ministers 
will consider whether to act on 
any recommendations. 

This long delay could give ri- 
val bidders a window of op- 
portunity to challenge 
PowerGen, particularly those 
from abroad with few UK elec- 
tricity interests whose offers 
would pose no serious compe- 
tition problems. Previous for- 
eign bids have been cleared by 
Mr Lang. PowerGen, along 
with National Power’s bid for 
Southern, were both referred 
because the takeovers would re- 
sult in a return to the vertical- 
ly integrated structure that was 
dismantled at privatisation. 

The approaches to Midlands 
are believed to have been from 
senior executives in interested 
suitor companies rather than 
from die merchant banks that are 
known to be scouring the coun- 
try for the remaining electricity 
takeover business available. 

IracfebeL the £4bn Belgian 
company that owns two powe& 
plants in Northern Ireland; 
confirmed on Monday that it 
'** s £ x pk5rihg opportunities in 
the British power industry but 
said reports of any imminent 
move were “a bit too hasty”. 
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'if this bid has 
achieved nothing 
else, rt has sent out 
a clear warning to 
underperforming, 
uncommunicative 
managements: 

reacting in the 
desperate, 
panic-stricken way 
that Forte did won't 
turn the tide’ 
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Now is the time for inspiration and innovation 


y\s every conquering hero invariably 
rw^rff 0Va ?' ^ nin s ,he bull It- is the easy 
Kwitilr .i. Ca i! begins when you uy 

, lf ^.l^bbshihe empire. Having won control 
t'one. Gerry Robinson and his learn at 

™ 3da facu ^ lough a management task 
a.s they come. Over the next six months he 
needs to deliver a steady stream of asset dis- 
posals at prices that might be difficult lo 
achieve even in a sellers' market. As it is. the 
sneer weight of top-notch hotels going up for 
sale would normally be expected to drive 
prices down. 

On top of the planned £2bn worth of dis- 
posals, he needs to bring about a sea- 
cnange of culture and service in what 
remains of the dismembered Forte group, 
rbere is no doubting the potential for 
improvement that lies within Forte. Anyone 
wtth the unfortunate experience of slaying 
at a Posthousc hotel in recent times would 
be able to tell you about it. Nonetheless. 
ac P|5 vin 5 ^ch change at a time when the 
arithmetic of the bid requires savage cost- 
cutting calls for swift and delicate footwork 
as well as an inspired and innovative man- 
agement approach. 

Judging by yesterday's landslide victory, 
the City seems to believe he can do it. It is 
import am to realise, however, that it was as 
tnuch the City’s desire for revenge as any 
inherent belief in Mr Robinson’s manage- 
ment abilities that swung this bid. Ms Gal- 
ley s early acceptance yesterday morning 
may have helped to create a snowball effect. 


but on the final figures it appears that 
Granada didn’t need her, it would have won, 
anyway. It is hard to overestimate the disil- 
lusionment among Forte's shareholders. Sir 
Rocco Forte has paid the price. 

If this bid has achieved nothing else, il has 
sent out a clear warning to underperform- 
ing. uncommunicative managements; read- 
ing in the desperate panic-stricken way that 
! Forte did when hostilities began won't turn 
the tide. It also shows the City has little 
patience with dynast icaliv-run companies 
that pursue personally motivated campaigns. 
While it Is true Sir Rocco eventually took 
steps to disentangle Forte from its disastrous 
13-year siege of the Savoy, it looked too 
much Uke a death-bed repentance to be 
taken seriously. His use of capital markets 
IS months ago to issue stock at a deep dis- 
count to underlying assets was for many big 
shareholders the final straw. But although 
revenge may be sweet, the aftermai h can be 
a messy one. Over to you Mr Robinson. 

Extra pennies make 
Farnell a cash machine 

A s with many of the best stock market in- 
vestments, few have even heard of Par- 
nell, a company that for many years has been I 
quietly coining it from one of the least glam- 
orous businesses known to man. electronic 
components distribution. Its lack of profile 
hasn't stopped Famell's market value rising 


sixfold over the past five years to the best 
pan of £lbn. Nor will it stop the company 
cruising into the FT-SE 10U in (he spring 
when its latest deal, the £l.S5bn acquisition 
of US rival Premier, triples its size again. 

By any measure this is a hugely ambitious 
deal and the market's scepticism about Par- 
nell's ability to cope was writ large in a 62p 
fall in the share price to 6J7p. Howard PbuJ- 
son, chairman, described the acquisition as 
“a once-in-a-Kfetime opportunity”, and for 
a business worth less than £200m five years 
ago it is plainly a massive leap. 

The price at which NatWest and BZW felt 
comfortable underwriting the rights issue 
clement. 540p against a share price of 679p, 
hardly suggests enormous appetite for the 
deal. With earnings dilution of nearly a tenth 
expected in the enlarged group’s first year’s 
trading, the worries of managing a big US 
business by remote control and the 25 per 
cent vendor's stake overhanging the market, 
that caution is justifiable. 

Bui anyone who knows anything about 
Famcll is likely to give management the ben- 
efit of the doubt. Dull il may be, but with a 
return on sales any other wholesaler would 
kill for, a fast-growing market and state of 
the art IT systems, who needs glamour? 

Farnell makes a 20 per cent profit on sales 
for the simple reason that it is neither here 
nor there to the men in white coats in small | 
electrical labs whether they pay JOp for that 
small but crucial little connector or lip. 
When you are only buying half a dozen, the 


difference is immaterial, but when you’re 
selling a hundred thousand the benefit to the 
bottom line is not to be sneezed at. 

That extra penny a sale has made Farnell 
a cash machine. Il may have overpaid in the 
short run, but a few more years of the 21 per 
cent growth Farnell promised yesterday 
and nobody will notice- You never know, one 
or two people may even claim to have heard 
of the company. 

Jaw jaw could serve 
BT shareholders well 

O ver the next two to three weeks, British 
Telecom must respond to two key reg- 
ulatory' initiatives; its approach could mark 
a watershed in the company's history. If BT 
digs its heals in and kicks against the regu- 
lator, it will certainly end up with the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commission. As 
British Gas has already discovered, that can 
prove a fate worse than agreeing the regu- 
lator's original demands. Equally, BT may 
have reached the point of no return; for 
shareholders, it might argue, a stand needs 
to be taken .■wftfnsr the ever-encroaching pow- 
ers of the regulator. Which way to go? 

On one of the initiatives, the new price cap 
to govern BTinto the next century, we don’t 
yet know precisely what Don Cruickshank, 
director general of Oftel, has in mind. But 
we do know he wants BT lo live with a much 
smaller rate of return on capital than 


allowed. That means a correspondingly 
lough price cap regime. The quid pro quo 
is more flexibility for BT lo decide what lo 
do with its various tariffs but the overall 
effect would be deeply negative. 

BT must decide whether increased com- 
petition is in anv case going to drive rates 
of return down to Lhe levels envisaged by Mr 
Cruickshank- By the turn of the century, 80 
per cent-plus of telephone subscribers will 
have some kind of a choice of carrier. 
Harsh though Oflel’s proposals might be. the 
market place might prove harsher still. 

The second initiative is equally hard to 
call. Here the regulator is asking for a gen- 
eral prohibition off anti-competitive behav- 
iour. a catch-all clause that would allow the 
regulator to deal swiftly with any abuse of 
dominant market position. This is a reverse 
of the present position where a new licence 
amendment has lo be sought weiy time the 
regulator discovers a new case of abuse, a 
sit ua tion that plainly suits BT. Again, how- 
ever, the detail of this reform provides plenty 
of scope for negotiation. Already Mr Cruiek- 
shank has shown himself ready to retreal 
from the extremes of his position: Lhe 
requirement that BT give competitors notice 
of all new services, a key objection to the reg- 
ulator’s proposals, is being dropped. 

Jaw jaw is usually much better than war 
war. It may well be the case that BT is able 
to achieve more for its shareholders by 
adopting this approach than challenging the 
regulator before the MMC. 
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Talk of $4bn takeover of 
Apple by Sun lifts shares 


DAVID (JSBORNE 
and MARY FAGAN 

Shares in Apple, the belea- 
guered computer group, jumped 
last night amid speculation that 
it was poised to accept a take- 
over offer from Sun Microsys- 
tems, the maker of high-end 
computer work-stations. 

First whispers of the deal 
emerged as Apple’s chief exec- 
utive, Michael Spindler. was 
preparing for what promised to 
be an angry annual sharehold- 
ers’ meeting yesterday in Cu- 
pertino. California, where the 
company is based. 

At the same time the com- 
pany. once the darling of the in- 
dustry, said it had appointed one 
of its executives, Satjiv Chahil, 
to the newly-created role of se- 
nior vice-president of corporate 
marketing. 

The absorption of Apple by 
Sun wouldsignal a fundamen- 
tal recasting of the computer in- 


dustry landscape. It would in ef- 
fect sound the death-knell for 
Apple, which pioneered the 
marketing of easy-to-use per- 
sonal computers to consumers 
in the 1970s and 1980s with its 
Macintosh operating system. 

More recently Apple has 
been beset by problems for 
which Mr Spindler has received 
widespread criticism. Last year, 
it failed to keep up with demand 
for some of its lap-top products 
and dramatically cut its prices 
in a bid to defend market share. 
It recently announced losses of 
$69m for the quarter ending cm 
29 December, which should 
have been its most lucrative. 

The company's crucial diffi- 
culty has been fending off Lhe 
increasing dominance of the so- 
called Win tel system for per- 
sonal computers that use the 
Window’s package developed by 
Microsoft with powerful com- 
puting chips manufactured by 
Intel. In spile of its enduring 


popularity among some con- 
sumers because of the simplic- 
ity of its system, Apple has 
only 8 per cent of the US per 
sonal computer market. 

Details of the deal were re- 
ported by yesterday's Wall Street 
Journal , which said that a final 
agreement was ■‘imminent”. 
The paper said it was likely to 
be a stock-swap transaction 
valued at about $4bn, or $33 per 
Apple share. That would be half 
of what Apple reportedly asked 
IBM for the company during 
takeover negotiations in 1994. 

Scott McNealy, Sun’s chief 
executive, is believed to have 
been meeting with his staff 
over the past few days to put the 
finishing touches to an offer. 
The closure of a deal would be 
a significant coup for Mr Mc- 
Nealy, who at the age of 27 
founded Sun with three partners 
and has seen it rise over the past 
14 years lo become one of the 
stars of the industry. 


Sun built its success on work- 
stations using the Unix software 
system which networked with 
hardware and software from a 
variety of manufacturers. The 
company, which went public in 
1986, is also cashing in on the 
Internet boom, providing more 
than half of ail Internet servers. 

Reports about a link with Ap- 
ple surfaced in 1995 but talks 
were apparently suspended late 
last year when Apple first indi- 
cated that it was on track to 
make a loss for the quarter. 

Last week, Apple unveiled 
the begin Dings of what was ex- 
pected to be a radical restruc- 
turing. But the hopes of those 
who expected the board to de- 
mand the resignation of Mr 
Spindler were dashed. 

If Sun does acquire Apple, it 
is expected that it would large- 
ly abandon the production of 
Apple Macintosh computers 
and license their manufacture 
to other companies. 
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Under siege: Michael Spindler, chief executive of Apple, 
recently announced $69m losses and a restructuring 


Unilever cleans up with £360m Canadian buy 


NIGEL COPE 

Unilever, the Angio-Dutch 
consumer products giant, made 
its largest acqusiition for more 
than five years yesterday when 
it agreed to pay £360m for 
Diversey, the industrial clean- 
ing division of Molson. the 
Canadian brewer. 

The deal doubles Unilever's 
share of the industrial cleaning 


products market and makes it 
number two behind Henkel- 
Ecolab of Germany. 

Diversey is based in Toronto 
and specialises in the manu- 
facture of non-domestic clean- 
ing products. It is particularly 
strong in the food and beverage 
markets of North America, Eu- 
rope, Japan and the emerging 
markets. Unilever says Diversey 
will complement Lever Indus- 


trial International, its existing 
industrial cleaning business that 
makes floor care and surface 
cleaning products. 

David Laing. of brokers Hen- 
derson Crostbwaite, said: "It fits 
nicely with their existing busi- 
ness and I’d imagine Unilever 
wflJ be looking to add to it with 
■dmilar deals if it can find them.” 

Diversey achieved operating 
profits of £34m on sales of 


£507m in the year to March 
1995. The value of net tangible 
assets was £184m at the half- 
year ended September. 

The deal is likely to involve 
some job losses in the UK as 
Lever and Diversey have British 
factories and head offices. 

Diversey employs 500 in the 
UK in a Northampton head of- 
fice and two manufacturing 
plants in Luton and Alfreton, 


Debyshire. Lever has 630 staff 
in High Wycombe and Runcorn. 
The company declined to com- 
ment on redundancies yester- 
day, saying no decision would 
be made on job cuts before a full 
review. However, it said 
Diversey ’s head office would re- 
main in Mississauga, Ontario, 
while the Lever Industrial head- 
quarters will stay in Holland. 

Unilever claimed the deal 


would give it 14 per cent of the 
industrial cleaning products 
market which is worrit £7.4bn 
world-wide. The market is 
growing particularly fast in 
Latin America and Asia. 

Last week Unilever an- 
nounced the acquisition of the 
Hong Kong-based Wfeiss group, 
which has a strong base in 
China, one of the fastest 
growing parts of the market 


Spottiswoode overturns Gas delays 

Attempts by British Gas to delay corapetilion in the domestic mar- 
ketplace from April this year have been overturned by Clare Spot- 
tiswoode, the industry watchdog, writes Mary Fagan. Ms 
Spottiswoode said the situation would be kept under review but 
that she “has not heard anything" lo convince her that the date 
should be pushed back. Ms Spottiswoode said British Gas is “sup- 
porting this process” but the company countered that its stance 
had not in fact changed. The Government plans to introduce com- 
petition from 1 April in an area covering 500,000 homes in the 
South-west, with the market opening fully by the end of 1998. 

Barings administrators sue auditors 

Coopers & Lybrand and Deloitte & Touche, former auditors at 
Barings, the merchant bank that collapsed after one of its deal- 
ers, Nick Leeson. ran up unauthorised trading debts of £800 m, 
have had legal proceedings issued against them by Ernst & Young, 
the bank’s joint administrators. Ernst & Young's claim for “sub- 
stantial” damages alleges negligence on the part of the Singapore 
offices of Deloitte & Touche and Coopers & Lybrand. together 
with the London office of Coopers & Lybrand. The allegations 
are denied. 

Nuclear debt 'poker’ 

Sir Peter Middleton, chairman of BZW. told MPs on the Com- 
mons trade and industiy committee that the Government and 
British Energy were playing a “game of poker" over the amount 
of debt the nuclear company would carry when it is privatised in 
the summer. Revealing that marketing of the sale will start in 
March, he said he was sure the argument over the debt would 
be resolved in time for the prospectus. 

US consumer spending up 

Consumer spending in the US jumped by 0.9 per cent in November, 
according to delayed figures yesterday. The unexpected rise was 
due to energy use, and had little impact on the markets. December 
retail sales will turn out to have been veiy weak, preliminary sur- 
veys suggest. The yield on the benchmark 30-year treasury bond 
edged up due to continuing uncertainty about the Federal budget 

Jobs priority in Irish budget 

Ireland’s Finance Minister. Ruairi Quinn, yesterday moved to pro- 
tect those on soda! welfare and offered tax and welfare allowances 
to lure the long-term jobless back into low-paid employment. Key 
provisions in his budget include Ir£S0 per week (£83 ) wage sub- 
sidies lasting one year for employers taking on those unemployed 
for three years or more. Reduced corporation lax for small firms, 
down to 30 per cent on the first Ir£50,000 of taxable profit, is also 
aimed at reducing Ireland's 14 per cent unemployment rate. 
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T ake off with The Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday s Fly 
Now Pay Later offer. 

We've teamed up with Co-op Trav- 
elcare, one of the top travel agency 
chains in the UK, so that readers of 
The Independent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit on holi- 
days and flights booted through our 
special service. So now you can take 
off when you feel the inefinatton - with- 
out paying everything up front For ex- 
ample, on a holiday costing £2,500, 
at a typical APR of 14.9% you wouW 
save £328. 

With over 300 holiday brochures 

and 49 airlines to choose from, there 
are holidays to suit everyone. Whether 
it’s snowboarding in the Alps, a ro- 
mantic weekend city break, or trekkirg 
in Nepal, you'll have the freedom to 
take off anytime between 1 February- 
31 December 1996. 

How to Qualify for the Easy Pay- 
nest Plan 

Each day in The Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday, until Sat- 
urday 3rd February, we will print a 
different numbered token. In order 
to qualify for the Fly Now Pay Later 
Easy Payment Plan, you need to col- 
lect eight differently numbered to- 
kens and keep them safe until you 
are ready to make your booking. To- 
day we are printing Token 3. 

How to Book Tfow HoBday 

Ybu can select any overseas holiday 
available from over 300 major name 
brochures, subject to availability. This 
includes hofideys from major tour op- 
erators such as British Airways Holr- 
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days. Cosmos, P&OCnises, Airtours, 
Sunworfd, First Choice and many more 
Simply pick up the brochure of your 
choice and select your holiday. 

if you are planning to visit friends 
or relatives, or simply prefer the free- 
dom to travel independently, you can 
choose to book scheduled ffigits onty 
provided the overall booking value 
meets our minimum limit of £500. 
There are 49 airlines to choose 
from, including British Airway. Virgin 
Atlantic, TWA Qantas. Air France and 
United Airlines. 

With the Fly Now Pay Later Easy 
Payment Plan all you pay is the cost 
of your holiday plus insurance. There 
are no hidden extra charges, provid- 
ing that you fulfil the terms of your 
Easy Payment agreement 

The amount of the booking is 
payable by Direct Debit in 10 equal 
monthly installments from the time of 
booking. At least three of these pay- 
ments must be matte poor to travel. 
If, however, you wish to travel within 
three months of makirg your booking 
you may do so by paying your first three 
nstaSments (i.e 30% of the cost of your 
holiday) at the time of booking, tou 
are then free to make the remaining 
payments over the next seven months. 

It is a requirement of the offer that 
you purchase Co-op Travefcare insur- 
ance at the time of booking. Detafe 
of the policy are avafiabie on request 

To check that your preferred flight 
or holiday is available, and that it is 
eBgbte for the Easy Ifeymsnt Plan, sim- 
ply C^l 7?ie Independent^ Now Ray 
later helpline below: 

0161 827 1044 
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if the holiday is available, and you 
meet toe credit rule requirements, 
toe Co-op Travelcare's friendly reser- 
vations staff wifi complete a credit 
application form whilst you are on 
toe phone. If toe holiday or flight 
that you require is not available, you 
will be advised of alternative options. 

tour rating will be checked in toe 
norma? way and a decision made 
instantly. The agent will then call 
you back to advise you of your sta- 
tus. In some cases, you may be 
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required to provide further infor- 
mation before your status can be 
confirmed. 

Once ytxir application has been ac- 
cepted, your agent wilt book your hol- 
iday for you. You will be asked to 
pay toe holiday insurance premium 
by credit or debit card whilst you are 
on toe phone. 

Co-op Travelcare will send confir- 
mation of your holiday booking, to- 
gether with a credit agreement and 
Direct Debit mandate which you will 


Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25,000 of flights and 
holidays to be won 

Tbday you could win a holiday for two to Morocco, including flights 
I and accommodation. Probably toe most splendid of North African 
countries, Morocco boasts a colourful history and imposing Islamic 
architecture. There are also the natural attractions of Atlantic beach- 
es and the High Adas mountains which help to make this an unfor- 
gettable destination. 

To enter our competition all you need to do is answer toe following 
question and call the Fly Now Pay Never competition line on 0891 
161 985. 

Question: Morocco Is bounded by which major desert? 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other 
times. Lines close at midnight tonight Postal entry can be made by 
sending your answer, name, address and telephone number to: The 
Independent / Fly Now Pay Never Day 3. PO Box 7298, London E14 
9EG by no later than 26 January 1996. The winner will be picked at 
random after entry closes, from all correct entrants. 


be required to sign and return in toe 
pro- paid envelope provided. 

If you have the relevant brochure, 
you will find a booking form at toe back 
which you must sign and return, to- 
gether with your eigtt tokens in a sep- 
arate envelope, to: The Independent 
Fly Now Pay Later/Co-op Travelcare. 
Telephone Booking Centre, PO Box 53, 
New Century House, Manchester 
M60 4ES. If you do not have a 
brochure, you will be sent a booking 
form with your holiday confirmation. 


if required, you can request a cred- 
it check at any time prior to book- 
ing your holiday by phoning The 
tncfependent/C o-op Travefcare num- 
ber, however another check will be 
carried out at toe time of booking 
to ensure that there has been no 
change to your status. 

The Easy Payment Plan cannot be 
used in conjunction with any 1 other 
Co-op Travelcare offer. Terms and 
conditions are as previously pub- 
lished. 


Fly Now 

Pay Later 


i Token 3 
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Euro Disney an expensive fantasy 


Shares in Euro Disney have a history 
of performing all the magical leaps and 
bounds of one of the French theme 
park’s best rides. Yesterday produced 
another fantasy trip when the shares 
edged up 4p to l54p on the hack of re- 
duced first-quarter Josses, whilst ig- 
noring various looming charges that 
hang over the group. 

First, the fantasy. The market drew 
comfort from an upbeat set of figures 
for ihe three months to ihc end of De- 
cember which showed that Euro Dis- 
ney's losses almost hah t'd from Frl09m 
(£13.9m) last year to Fr57m this time. 
Sales were also up 1“ percent to Frlbn. 
Attendances and hotel occupancy fig- 
ures have been boosted by fast April's 
price cuts of 2ft per cent, though the 
company did not release details yes- 
terday. 

There was further encouragement 
from news lhai the public service 
strikes had not dented sales at the end 
of last vear. 

Bui ‘the reality for Euro Disney 
shareholders is rather more sober. 
The main problem is the interest and 
royally holidays which are still flatter- 
ing the croup's figures but ore already 
starting to run out. Thy company 
began a phased process of interest paj - 
ments last September and will pay an 
estimated FrlJOm in charges this year. 
Lease and other financial charges 
have already increased by Fr37m in the 
quarter. Management fees and royal- 
ties in Wall Disney, which owns 39 per 
cent of Euro Disney, start in 1*WQ. 

By some estimates, the company will 
have to increase safes 50 percent over 
the next three years to cover these ad- 
ditional burdens and jusiity its current 
share price. Though the company has 
improved sales significantly this year 
due to lower prices, this is likely to 
prove a one-off boost. On top of this. 
Disneyland Paris - as the park iiscif is 
known - is battling against a strong 
franc which makes the attraction ex- 
pensive for foreign visitors, particularly 
those from Britain. 

All this makes November’s an- 
nouncement of ihe company's first 
profit look tame, particularly as Frl 12m 
of the Frll4m profit was due to the re- 
purchase of Its convertible bond. 

Paribas, a long-wending bear of 
Euro Disnev. says that at the current 
price, the shares are trading on a mas- 
she 5" times reported earnings. The 
broker i> forecasting a pro-exceptional 
profit of Frl 77m hut a post-exceptional 
loss, after interest payments, of Fr3H3m 
for the full rear. 


After a roller-coaster 1995, when the 
Mares rose to 245p in May only to end 
the year not much higher than they 
ftarted at 14flp, this year is likely to be 
just as volatile. Even after yesterday’s 
figures, the shares look as risky as ever. 

Annus horribilis 
for Domino 

Last year was an annus horribilis for 
Domino Printing Sciences, the maker 
of the inkjet printers used to put sell- 
by dales on food products. In the early 
part of 1995, problems with the print 
heads on some of its new machines led 
to additional costs of £lm and around 
£2m lost sales. 

But worse was to come. In Sep- 
tember and November, it was forced 
to issue profits warnings after it 
erne rged_ that dud ink was co ngealing 
in the printers, clogging the jets ana. 
as it turns out, wiping out most of the 
second-half results. 

Domino reckons that that cost £3m 
directly, with a further £5m hh to the 
sales line. 

Domino has moved with com- 


mendable speed to deal with its 
problems, taking a £1.5m chaise to 
rationalise its headquarters and two 
loss-making operations. But the net 
result was a cut in pre-tax profits from 
£13m to £5.16m for the year to 
October. 

Domino now fervently hopes that 
last year's difficulties are a thing of the 
past and has pegged the dividend at 
10.1p, despite the bare earnings cover. 
The building momentum behind sales 
since the year end gives weight to this 
optimism and there is no question that 
the company continues to operate in 
an exciting market- 

industrial inkjet sales are thought 
to have jumped a fifth to around 
£600m last year and new applica- 
tions, like identification for car parts, 
and new geographical markets are still 
being developed. 

But last year’s problems have weak- 
ened Domino’s number two position 
in the market, which has slipped by an 
underlying 1 percentage point to 17 per 
cent 

It has also (tone itself no favours with 
investors after spending £83 m in 
shares and cash on three acquisitions 
at the end of 1994, which have collec- 
tively racked up losses of £500,000. 


Domino Printing Sciences : at a glance 


Martat value: £109m, share price 409p 


Five-year record 
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Turnover 1995 

Rest of WOrtf 
£14,243 



UK 
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The Americas 
£41,475 


Rest of Europe 
£36,435 


Share price 
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Meanwhile, net cash is down from £I63m 
in 1994 to £3m currently, although if is ex ' 
pected to recover. 

Profits this vear of £13m would put the 
shares at 4Q9p, up 5p, cm a protective 
multiple of 13. Hold. 

Re-branding 
aids Shandwick 


1991 92 


a near-death experience in the early 
1990s, after a buying spree left it with huge 
debts and no assets. The company’s 
hankers have got used to net assets per- 
manently in the red at “people-based" 
businesses and, at £43m in October, 
Shandwidc's deficit on shareholders' funds 
is the lowest it has been this decade. 

In fact, it has almost completely reha- 
bilitated itself from the problems of the 
past, as a recent long-term financing 
deal and yesterday’s results demonstrate. 
Reported pre-tax profits dived from 
£733m to fZ53ra in the year to October. 
But stripping out goodwill on the disposal 
of the F fan firr a p advertising business in the 
US and other proposed sales, there was 
an underlying rise of 5 per cent to £7.7m- 
A final dividend of QJS7p pegs the total 
payout at 13p for last year. 

The sale of KaufmaD and the proposed 
exit from two printing business win end 
Shandwick’s restructuring. Its new con- 
centration on pore public relations and its 
size, where it is second in the world only 
to Young & Rubicam’s Burson-Marstefler, 
have allowed the group to cash in on the 
emerging trend for big clients to demand 
a global service. 

The re-branding of the formerly dis- 
parate US businesses under the Shand- 
wick banner is already helping to pul] in 
clients. The recent capture of computer 
gjant Digital Equipment, which is exposed 
to become one of the group’s top five 
cheats within a year, was said to be directly 
related to Shandwick's newly-raised 
profile. 

PR companies tend to grow faster 
than the general economy in good times, 
so profits of £9m should be possible this 
year, putting the shares, down 3p at 
41-5p, on a forward multiple of 9. With 
more than half the revenue coming from 
across the Atlantic, Shandwick remains 
heavily dependent on the US market Even 
so, the shares still look reasonable value, 
a view supported by J ulian Treger and 
Brian Myerson, whose UK Active Value 
Fund recently raised its stake to just over 
10 per cent 


Sir Peter turns the 
tables on MPs 


Select committees are popu- 
lar with MPS, allowing them 
to quiz various powerful 
figures and appear important 

to their constituents while 

doing so. 

Imagine their discomfiture 
yesterday when the tables 
were turned by one of the 
ablest former mandarins. Sir 
peter Middleton, now chair- 
man of BZW and formerly 
it Secretary to the 


The Trade and Industry 
committee was questioning 

Sir Peter over nuclear pri- 

vatisation, but this Whitehall 
veteran passed the inquisi- 
tion with flying colqurs- 

Amopg his better Sir 
Humphreyians were: “In 30 
vears in the Treasury I spent 

15 vears nationalising things 
and 15 years privatising them 
- largely- for the same 
reasons." 

The main reason, he 
added, was to increase effi- 
ciency . Getting into his 
stride. Sir Peter observed: “I 
always thought it was a very- 
fine point about whether the 
Government controlled the 
nationalised industri es, o r 
the nationalised industries 
were controlling the Govern- 
ment." The dazzled MPs 
never stood a chance. 

Foreign & Colonial Ven- 
tures, an otherwise blameless 
investment company, has 
produced a brochure to ex- 
plain venture capital which 
reads like the sis eve notes 
from a Yoko Ono album. 

“Think of F&C Ventures 
as blue, the client as yellow. 
The}- start off separately. 
Then a partnership forms. So 
what happens when you mix 
blue and yeDow? You get 
green." 

This point is Illustrated by 
a blob of blue and a blob of 
yellow, and finally a nausea- 
inducing gob bit of green. 

The mantra continues: 
“Combining different peo- 
ple. different businesses, is 
like combining colours. You 



Scottish Nuclear; the power company that generates abort 
half Scotland’s eJecfrtety. Is designing its own tartan. ionr 
guides at the companrs Torness and Hunterston P<’ w «' sta- 
tions will wear the spatially-designed outfits as part of the 
company's -Come and See” programme. Fffl Doig, wrcctorof 
production al Torness, said the company looted at a number 
of wavs to reinforce its separate identity before decidii^ on 
its own tartan. - ... we feel that a tartan in the Scottish Nu- 
clear corporate colours of red and blue will get across t he 
message to visitors that we are a Scots company with a strong 
identity and successful track record." Mr Doig obvkmsfy 
didn't anticipate tasteless Sassenach jokes along the fines of 
“that'll get your sporran glowing", and the like. 


can add a little. Apply layers. 
Or blend completely. Inher- 
ent qualities always remain. 
Yet something new is bom." 
A design firm called Barnes 
Vereker were responsible for 
this cobblers. 

Much has been written 
about the collapse of Fokker. 
the Dutch aircraft maker. It 
has taken Lord TebbiL, to put 
his finger on the true cause; 
the move to European Mon- 
etary Union. 

The former minister told 
their Lordships yesterday 
that while civil aircraft are 
priced in dollars, the Dutch 
guilder is tied to the mark. 
He said this caused the 
financial crisis at Fokker. 


and the threat to jobs at 
Bombardier's Short Broth- 
ers' factory in Belfast. 

It is just as well Lord Teb- 
bit was not asked to com- 
ment on a European Union 
plan revealed yesterday lo 
spend part of a £4.Sm 
scheme on prostitutes in 
Vienna. The scheme is 
aimed al ending "social ex- 
clusion" with projects which 
range from helping the pros- 
titutes to supporting 
Londons homeless. 

“Helping prostitutes is a 
perfectly legitimate thing for 
us lo be doing. They are vic- 
tims of social exclusion," said 
a Commission spokesman. 
Tell that to Lord Tebhit - 
and stand well back. 


Profit hopes shore up Zeneca defence 


Housebuilder launches 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The drugs and chemicals group 
Zeneca has in effect shored up 
its bid defences by announcing 
a £>*nm charge toimprove effi- 
ciency and indicating that prof- 
its lor last year will be at the 
upper end of expectations. 

Forecasts, previously pitched 
at between £X20m and f»5m 
ahead of exceptional charge*, 
were being edged up to a con- 
sensus figure ofaboui £S7f*m for 
the year ending last December 
following yesterday's an- 
nouncement! 

Bid rumours, centring on 


Swiss drugs pant Roche Hold- 
ing ol Switzerland, haw swirled 
around Zeneca for months. 
The profits estimate, coming 
alongside moves by the com- 
panyto further boost efficiency 
in the pharmaceuticals opera- 
tion. will push up any price a 
hiddermicht have to pay. while 
limiting tTie scope for a new 
owner to further cut costs. 

The shares dipped 14n to 
E 1 1*5 yesterday, although deal- 
ers .said this had less lo do with 
punctured bid hopes than the 
aftermath of an issue of war- 
rants in the shares by brokers 
Barclavs de Zoete Wedd on 


Monday. Zeneca traditionally 
updates the market on current 
trading in January, while the 
£60m provision comes half-way 
through a two-year programme 
to “re-engineer" the pharma- 
ceuticals business to cut costs 
and working capital. None the 
less, yesterday’s news will have 
done' it no harm in fending off 
a bid. should it emerge. 

Zeneca's healthy profits for 
last year have come on the 
back of strong fourth-quarter 
sales in pharmaceuticals, which 
have pushed growth in the 
whole of 1995 ahead of the 
trend for the first nine months. 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Berkeley Group, perhaps the 
best regarded of ail the quoted 
housebuilders, issued an un- 
ambiguous statement of confi- 
dence in the housing market 
yesterday, launching a £73m 
cash call to fond an accelerat- 
ing land-buying program. 

Tony Pidgley, chief execu- 
tive, said he had confidence in 
the market and needed to be 
able to react quickly to in- 
creasing opportunities to buy 
good quality land and develop- 


ment schemes. Those tended to 
come when the market had 
been quiet, he said, adding: 
“we are positive about the 
prospects for housing and, giv- 
en the changes in the structure 
of the housing industry in the last 
two years, believe the opportu- 
nity exists to continue to grow 
both organically and possibly 
through modest ac questions." 

Since the half-year end last 
October, Berkeley has bought 
enough land for 913 houses on 
53 sites at a cost of £43m. With 
borrowings rising to £ 16 . 8 m, the 
rights issue will initially pay off 


debt and then be used to buy 
more sites. 

Berkeley, which specialises in 
upmarket* houses, believes a 
trend away from large volume 
green-field developments to- 
wards smaller town and city cen- 
tre sites is emerging. 

Purchases to meet that de- 
mand have included sites on the 
Thames near Hammersmith 
Bridge, a scheme near St Paul's 
cathedral in the CSty of London 
and a development in Brindley 
Place, a mixed commercial ana 
residential development in 
Birmingham. 
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An 7 page appointment 
section covering vital 
issues in accountancy, 
public sector finance and 
the legal profession. 



See pages 15 - 21 
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DAVID HELUER 

Watson & Philip, the fast-grow- 
ing convenience stores group, 
yesterday announced a 74% 
rise in pre-tax profits and said 
that in 1996 it intended to add 
around 100 stores to its Alldays 
convenience stores network. 

The profits growth resulted 
from increased margins: 
turnover rose 13% to £497.8ra 
and the dividend is lifted 8 % to 
16Jp from 15Jp. 

Chairman James Watson said 
the results confirmed that the 
trading format was performing 
well in the current environ- 
ment “We see many opportu- 
nities to continue to grow 
organically through market 
share gams, particularly in the 
area of multi- tempera tune sup- 
plies. Overall, current trends 
give us confidence that we will 
deliver continued strong per- 
formance.” 

The group said the higher op- 
erating profit at Alldays - up 
52% - reflected an increase in 



sales mix . Lbe impact of the Lot- 
tery and volume-related effi- 
ciences. The network grew by 
102 stores in the financial year 
to more than 450 stores na- 
tionally. This figure included 47 
company-owned branches and 
77 franchised stores; 22 branch- 
es were sold or closed. 

The balance sheet shows the 
effects of a revised accounting 
treatment and includes a capi- 
tal liability of £7.4m which in- 
creases balance sheet gearing. 

Operating profit decreased by 
17% to £i.6m in Thademarket, 
one of the company’s cash and 
carry subsidiaries. 

The shares rose 9p to 574p. 


Tax sweetener boost for 
Railtrack’s bottom line 


Railtrack yesterday revealed 
the impact of one of the most 
valuable sweeteners the gov- 
ernment has given to the £2bn 
privatisation, when its half year 
profits included a tax credit 
rather than the large payment 
last year. 

Over ihe next two financial 
years Railtrack will pay virtu- 
ally no tax, as a result of a deal 
last year with the government 
over the extent to which it 
could inherit British Rails tax 
allowances. 

In later years, the company 
will also use lax allowances 
from its planned increase in 
capital spending - to at least 
£lbn a year - lo curb its over- 
all tax bilL 

The fax benefits will be a big 
boost to bottom line profits, to 
Rail track’s ability to pay divi- 
dends and to the prospects for 
the privatisation in late May, 
offsetting disappointing pre- 
tax profits in the latest half year. 

Pretax profits for the six 
months to September were 
£9Sm, just over half the £189m 
made in the previous year (of 
13 months.) Operating profits 
were £151m, against 1305m in 
the previous year. 

Bui net profits of £lllm for 
the six months to September 


Allowances Inherited from BR will help 
the prospects for privatisation. Report by 

Peter Rodgers and Christian Wolmar 

were higher than in the whole 


of the previous year - a figure 
which included £9m of property 
profits and a £13m tax credit. 
The net profit was only £l01m 
in the previous foil year, be- 
cause the tax charge was £88 m. 
No separate figures are avail- 
able for the first half of last year, 
because Railtrack’s embryonic 
information systems could not 
produce the data. 

Comparisons are in any case 
hard because the previous year 
included £14&n for the one-off 
costs of the signal workers' 
strike and £46m as a provision 
covering all future privatisation 
costs. Without these, Railtrack 
would have made closer to 
£400m before tax in the previ- 
ous year, so the underlying 
profitability in the year to this 
March appears to be sharply 
down - perhaps halved. 

The main reason is the rail 
regulator’s decision to toughen 
Railtrack’s price controls so that 
the company could calculate 
charges to train operators on 



Unveiling the Railtrack figures: Chief executive John 
Edmonds, chairman Bob Horton and finance director 
Norman Broadhurst Photograph: Edward Sykes 


the basis of inflation minus 
eight per cent But in future 
years this tough regime eases to 
inflation minus two per cent. 

Another complication is that 
whenever trains run an average 
of more than four minutes late 
because of track and signalling 
problems, Railtrack will have to 
pay penalties to the train op- 
erating companies. But to help 
the investment programme and 
boost the flotation, the impact 
on profits has been deferred for 
several years. 

The results showed the 
penalties running at £89m in a 
full year. But the regulator has 
approved £S4m in offsetting 
compensation payments in the 
year to March, wiping out all 
but £5m of the cost. Next year 
the compensation will rise to 
£90m, before tailing off to 
£10m in 2000-01. 

To confuse stiU further, there 
is to be a write-off of a sub- 
stantia] part of Railtrack’s 
£1.7bn debt, which will slash the 
interest charge and inflate the 
pretax profit when the prospec- 
tus is published. Tough negoti- 
ations with the Treasuiyon the 
size of the write-off are abont 
to start. 

John Edmonds, chief execu- 
tive, said there were 13.000 
monitoring points collecting 
information on train timings. 
Railtrack passes on £31m to its 
own suppliers for then- own per- 
formance monitoring targets 
and estimates that it will payout 
£59m to train operating com- 
panies for its failure to keep to 
the timetable this year. 


£73m cash call 


According to Mr Pidglev: 
“Larger urban schemes of this 
type are often carried out in as- 
sociation with major land own- 
ers. are capital intensive and 
involve up front financial ex- 
penditure. They also involve a 
longer gestation period and it 
is important to acquire the sites 
both when they are available on 
the right leans and in antici- 
pation of future development 
needs.” 

The rights issue, a 2-for-9 call 
at 435p compares with Mon- 
day’s dosing price of 509p. The 
market's welcome for the issue 


was reflected in a fall of just 5 p 
yesterday to 504p. well above 
the notional ex-rights price of 
496p. Since last February. 
Berkeley’s shares have risen 
more than 60 per cent from a 
low of 316p. ^ 

The City's enthusiasm for 
Berkeley has been underpinned 
by steady' growth since the re- 
cession, despite the difficult 
housing market. Turnover has 
climbed from £1 26.5m in the 
year to April 1992 to £2S3.4m 
last year. During the same pe- 
riod, pre-tax profits have trebled 
from £ 12.6m to £3 7.6 m. 


IN; BRIEF 


Rotation values MediaKey at £32.7m 

Shares in MediaKey, the newly formed media and publishing group, 
will be priced at 60p when it floats on the stock market next week. 
Ihe placing raises £25m and values the company at £32. 7m. In 
addition to Video Aits, the training company founded by the com- 
ic actor John Cleese, MediaKey is also buying Marshall Infor- 
mation. a book-packaging company. 

Gavin Morris joins Alfred McAJpine 

Gavin Morris has been appointed finance director at construc- 
tion group Alfred McAJpine. He joins from Norcros, the ceramics 
and specialist printing company where he held a similar position. 

Colefax & Fowler sees profits rise by 10% 

Cole fax & Fowler, the wallpaper and furnishings group, increased 
pre-tax profits by 10 per cent to £694,000 in the six months to 
October. Sales in the UK and US are static but 13 per cent higherft 
in Europe. The decorating division is beiow last year's levels due 
to the retirement of two senior staff and the continued problems 
in the UK and American housing markets. 

Central Motor Auctions sales recover 

Central Motor Auctions, the vehicle disposal group, has report- 
ed near doubled profits of £1 16,000 for the year to October. Auc- 
tion sales fell in the second half but have returned to more 
satisfactory levels in the current year. The company will not be 
paying a final dividend as it would not be covered by earnings. 
Brian Carter, who took over as chief executive in September, is 
due to retire in April. A successor is still being sought. 

Emmot moves from Sainsbury to A sda 

Asda has completed its new management changes with the ap- 
pointment of Bob Emmot as development director. Mr Emmot 
was managing director of specialist businesses at Sainsbury. 

Shell shares dip 1 2p on US results 

SheD Oil the US aim of Royal Dutch-Shell, has reported an 
11 per cent decline to $286m in fourth-quarter profits Net in- 
come for the whole of 1995 came to $1.52bn, up 199 tier cent 
on 1994, and the best in 10 years, according to the company 
But Shell Transport shares dipped 12p to 833p. 
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Cash calls and CBI gloom provide pause for thought 
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Time io lake stock of events of 
an economic nature was the or- 
lf } e day in London 
where dealers paid far more at- 
tention to the subdued CBI in- 
dustnal trends survey than the 
[^cord-breaking overnight per- 
formance on Wall SlrecL 

Shares prices were marked 
lower from the moment the 
market opened. The FT-SE 100 
share index sported a deficit 
throughout the session, and fin- 

L s "|2 die day's low point of 

3,750.0. down 19.2. 

Gloom arising from the CBI 
surw y- and unexpectedly buoy- 
ant M4 figures was com- 
pounded by a weak opening on 
WU1 Street. The Dow Jones in- 
dex was off 30 points when 
London pulled down the shut- 
ters for the night. 

Volume trading in UK eq- 
uities was high, although the fi- 
nal tally of almost 753 million 
shares that changed hands in 
38,000 deals would have been 
considerably lower but for sev- 


eral special situations - notably 
Granada's victory in the 
takeover battle for Forte, in 
which more than 33 milli3n 
shares alone were traded. 

Even a solid raft of takeover 
rumours failed to inspire in- 
vestors, whose hopes for a 
further cut soon in interest 
rates were dampened consid- 
erably by the economic data. 
Gilts fell immediately after 
the release of the M4 figures. 

The market was in no mood 
to absorb the two cash calls an- 
nounced by EarneD and Berke- 
ley Group. Shares in Farnell, 
which is raising £349m to part- 
fund the £1.85bn purchase of 
Premier in the US, returned 
from suspension and promptly 
fell 62p to 617p. Berkeley's 
£73m rights issue led to a 5p 
fall to 5U4p. 

Few of the 100 leading 
shares escaped the mark-lhcm- 
down treatment Only two of 
the handful of leaders that did 
rise managed to finish with 
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double-figure gains. They were 
National Westminster, up lip 
to 668p as rumours of a possi- 
ble bid for Standard Char- 
tered. down 4p to 619p, 
subsided; and Ream, formerly 
known as Bowater, which ad- 
vanced lOp to 379p on vague 
talk of a takeover bid being 
launched from the other side 
of the Atlantic. 

Takeover speculation in- 
jected some spark into the 
electricity sector. Midlands, 
ahead lOp to 36Sp. was the 
main talking point as rumours 
intensified that it was in bid 
talks. The shares are set to run 
higher today following an af- 
ter-hours confirmation of an 
approach. A previous bid for 


Midlands by PowerGen, off 
2p to 5 16p, is being scrutinised 
bv the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

The outcome of the 
Granada battle with forte 
caused little surprise. And 
those who were expecting a 
close finished were soon per- 
suaded otherwise by an early 
announcement from Mercury 
Asset Management that it had 
pledged its 14.1 per cent stake 
to Granada. 

Forte's last day of indepen- 
dence was marked with a lip 
rise to 384p. The shares trad- 
ed at 382p when the 60-day bid 
docked stopped ticking at 
lunchtime. Granada retreated 
18p to 678p. 


Analysts and dealers busied 
themselves with thoughts 
about where the cash element 
of Granada's bid terms would 
be re-invested, and which 
leisure slock would next find it- 
self on the end of a bid. 

Ladbroke was marked up 2p 
to 164p as rumours of a possi- 
ble bid from Bass, a penny eas- 
ier to 732p, resurfaced. 
Whitbread's failure to buy 
Forte’s restaurants was greet- 
ed with a 4p fall to 684 p. 

Whitbread's willingness to 
show it was prepared to gear 
up to buy the restaurants has 
fuelled plenty of speculation 
about where its acquisitive 
sights will be targeted next. 

Whitbread has 100 fewer 
pubs than it is allowed under 
the ceiling imposed by the 
Beer Orders. Potential targets 
include Regent Inns, np 29p to 
72 Dp, and JD Wetberspooo, 

ahead 16pto?16p. 

Forte’s demise was good 
news for Greenalls. The rapid- 


ly-expanding pubs and hotels 
group is tipped to replace 
Forte in the FT-SE 100 index. 
Shares climbed 7p to an all- 
time high of 604p. 

Fears about the possible 
demise of Fbkker, however, 
overshadowed Rolls-Royce, 
down 3 Jp to 194 Jp. The com- 
pany could lose upwards of 
£100m of business a year done 
with Fokker if Daimler-Benz, 
the planemaker’s owner, pro- 
ceeds with a threat to pull the 
financial plug. 

Rumours about a move by 
Gehe of Germany to counter 
Unichem's agreed bid for 
Lloyds Chemists continued to 
do the rounds. 

Lloyds added 6p to 426p. 
putting more air between its 
share price and the value of the 
cash and share bid from 
Unichem, off 7p to 246p. 

London Chibs, the casino 
company, had a good session, 
rising 15p to 459 following an 
analysts' visit. 


TAKING STOCK 


[J Antofagasta Holdings, the 
mining and banking group, is 
causing excitement. Shares, 
np 60p in the last week, rose 
lOp to 343p yesterday. The 
talk is that the Chilean au- 
thorities have sanctioned the 
creation of one of South 
America’s largest banking 
groups, allowing the Luksic 
family of Chile, majority 
shareholders in Antofagasta, 
to pool its banking interests 
with Banco Central His- 

panoamerica. The deal will 
create a banking group with 
$10bn of assets and may re- 
sult in Antofagasta investors 
being granted some shares in 
the new venture. 

[J Institutional investors are 
said to be queueing to lift 
h ol*«ng fi in London Scottish 
Bank, up 2p to 179p. The liq- 
uidity of the stock will im- 
prove as the company 
celebrates its centenary with 
a one-fbr-one scrip issue. 
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A NEW CONCEPT THAT COULD 
SAVE YOUR BUSINESS A FORTUNE 

Because we don't weigh you down with complicated contracts 
or bureaucratic systems, wo con supply you with electricity 
that's lighter in price. 

Find out more by calling the SWALEC Energy Desk 
on 01222 773992 or Fax 01222 771872 
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Maguire sidelined after horrific fall 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Swift reversals of fortune are 
part of a jockey's job descrip- 
tion. but few swing between 
good luck and bad like Adrian 
Maguire. After reaching his 
““■my for the season with 
a 1,835-1 treble at Warwick on 
Monday, the Irishman injured 
a knee in a four-horse pile-up 
in the Erst race at Leicester yes- 
terday afternoon, and is ex- 
pected to be sidelined for at 
least four weeks. His partici- 


pation in the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival, now less than seven weeks 
away, must also be in doubL 

Later in the afternoon, the 
danger which is ever-present for 
riders was emphasised again, as 
Shashi Righton, a conditio nal 
rider, somersaulted four times 
when Lawnswood Junior, a 
clear leader at the time, fell in 
the handicap hurdle. Righton 
was also taken to the Infirmary 
where he was found to be suf- 
fering from concussion, but 
was otherwise unscathed. 

Maguire was riding Boss's 
Bank in the Croxlon Park 


Novices’ Hurdle when his 
mount, having made errors at 
the first two flights, stood off 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Ashby Hill 
(Folkestone 3-50) 

NB: Tbnys Gift 

(Folkestone L20) 

much too far at the third and 
gave his jockey no chance of 
staying in the saddle. With the 
field tightly bunched, mayhem 
followed. Divertimicnto, Way- 
farers Way and Worth The Whit 


were all brought down, while 
Maguire appeared to be caught 
on the left knee by a flying hoof. 

“It was horrific and'ihere was 
such a melee,” Mkk Fitzgerald, 
who was riding Wayfarers Why, 
said. “Two of us went over him 
and it was totally unavoidable. 
It's unfortunate' for Adrian as 
be was just starting to get thin gs 
together again." 

Boss's Bank suffered bro- 
ken ribs and internal injuries af- 
ter being kicked in the face in 
the incident, and bad to be de- 
stroyed. “His condition wors- 
ened after the race and the vet 


said there was nothing we 
could do," Alan King, assistant 
to the horse’s trainer, David 
Nicholson, said. 

An early statement from An- 
gela Watts, a hospital spokes- 
woman, implied that Maguire 
would be sidelined for at least 
six weeks. Fitzgerald offered a 
more optimistic forecast, how- 
ever, when he collected 
Maguire as he was discharged 
yesterday evening. 

“Adrian is comfortable and 
has had his knee strapped. He 
has been told to let it settle 
down for two or three days be- 


fore going for a further exam- 
ination. It looks like he has 
chipped a bone and be seems 
to have a bit of ligament trou- 
ble too, but he wiD be more up- 
set that Boss's Bank had to be 
put down." 

Yesterday's serious injury is 
the third which Maguire has suf- 
fered within a year. He broke 
an elbow last April, losing any 
chance of securing his first rid- 
ers’ championship, and then 
broke an ankle when Hatcham 
Boy slipped up on the flat at As- 
cot in November, again for- 
feiting all hope of the title in the 



Maguire: knee strapped 


process. He also missed last 
year’s Festival at Cheltenham 
following the sudden death of 
his mother. 


Jackpot pool swells to £111,000 as Tote spreads its net wider Home for Lonesome 


There were two fine advertise- 
ments for betting with the Tbic 
yesterday, writes John Cobb. 
The Jackpot, which rumbles 
on to Folkestone today, pro- 
duced a pool of £111,085.46, 
compared with odds for a start- 
ing-price accumulator on the six 


winners of less than 33,000-1. 
and punters in betting shops 
with a Tote Direct link (only 
Coral of the big three firms) will 
be able to take advantage of the 
Tote's full range of bets from to- 
morrow. 

Jackpot, Place pot. Trio and 


Dual Forecast bets are already 
available in shops with the Ibte 
link, but from tomorrow. Quad- 
pot, win, each -way and, most 
significantly, place-only betting 
will be available. 

Mark Opensbaw, of Tote Di- 
rect, said: “As a punter, I would 


see this as a tremendous ad- 
vantage. With the win and place 
betting shows on screen punters 
wiU be able to compare Tote 
prices and SPs. 

“There are around 2£00 bet- 
ting shops with a Tote Direct 
link - made up of 800 Coral 


FOLKESTONE 


3-20 HarcBng 
L50 Ubu Vat 
2J20 Its Grand 
2450 II Bambino 


HYPERION 

3.20 Early Drinter 
3£0 Ashby HHI 
4-20 Rivaga Bleu (nb) 


peak not/. The sable won «th OurSUmtindge at Lscaaer yesterday. Celtic Uftey. 3tb out 
of tne Pfinttap, Is ora of two Rofjar Hoad- trained runrais - Carte (Graham Bradty) is 
the outer - one sne is worth noting *fth the banters on for only tne second ome. Ks 
Grand, fourth to Hate Derring m a belter race than this at Nottingham last Ome, stays 
we« and should dose. Veteran ffcfl Qtahrer e Interesting m he first handicap hurtfe, 
afthoufft he sal not want the ground to soften much. Tony McCoy is an eye-catching 
booking for the pointer North Banter, tew s 71b out at the handcap, write Knyaz 
and Eastern Pfeaswe are other? teth every cnance. S etectfoa: DAMCADA 


GOING: Chase. - Hood; Hurdles - Good in Soft. 

■ Right-hand, undulating course with a run-in of one furlong. 

toWn 0(7 WetenhanRcr railway sm*xi (service Iran London, 

Owsi^ouw coute. ADMISSION: OriM 12 funder-lfls free); TtereaBs S&SO. 
l ^ AJt PAHK: Free: Course Endonure S< 1 , plus M fur each occupant. 


SIS 


IlMCWGl 

CHANCEL 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: J Gifford - 14 winners from 66 runners 
PVES a success redo of 21.2% and a lies loail level stake of 5JX13: M Pine — 9 wtn- 
rwr* iJt runners, 31 M, -il .10; B Bowr — 9 winners, S3 runners, 17JJN. -£3.63; D 
Grisaeu — 9 winners, MS runners, 1 6. J H, +£8.58. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire — J 2 winners, 63 rides. 17 . 4 *. -i 19 . 39 ; EDbb- 

51 ?“• 19 G% -- &1 1 J Osborne— 7 winners, 51 rides. 19.6%. 
-SI 1.73; M Bfefaarde — G winners, 23 rides, 33.1V +S9.73. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nnn* 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Dba Val ( 1 50) A The Tutaa Dyer (i20,hwe been tent 
-37 miles bj W BefJiefl Tram Arnold. Hnmbenddo; Item Gilt 11 . 20 ) sent 223 miles by M 
Pipe from Nkhotashayne. Devon. 


[O’cn] RSKE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£50 added 2m If 
l=!ll 110yds Penalty Value £2438 

13-510f R£UR KM nMUotnMboifcJWGU Turner 5120 TClteghj ( 7 ) 

2241250 SOME MAY (7) (CO) U Oanehl G L Mom 5 11 13 _ 

31351/0 BROMMSOE BHG (18) fl A liafl 0 Shenraodll 11 12 

001410 ARCTIC m ( 2 Sf (Mn T MeCousey) J Jertos 7 119 Q 

311560 RPAWlWO(momteuiateHMarwecBU5 M-AWhtoe(7) 

355345- THUH00L (3S2) (CO) (C Conttef) R fare 8 11 4> D 


1 
2 
a 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 3/P000 IUNFftSrFMMU>C13)mMsOJHH{£a)MteHIM0t91O3 

U OP- 6 DOO MtMSM9E(DSA)(47)IDfteiHeahaBt4 JTicA5102 
12 OOPOO SMuemmeR(21}(reay«tealJLflR9100 

-12 


0CP513 HAUTH0(tf£flLB(C15)(BF)®te&a*CB«an)MoMUsig9lQl3 . 

00-4020 MGHTMAIttlJON(U98e>tfi W CfBStel SWntnan 5 10 12 

2/30500 QMKSRARtl3ftri9^wdQBM«7107. 


J Fenton (55 

ITtbey 

-APMeCoy 
a f bw» (si 


Ton | NORTH1AM NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 
If 110yds Penalty Value £2^16 


1 422-1 0B«U9l Ofl«l HarttyjirtMB&rt titbit 61111. 


0-05 BUCXUN)LAD(34}(MBftM Heptun)DGnsrt5114. 

24 HARDNG (60) IS Pfinaal) S Mekr 5 11 4 

ireAGB»((»FTy*vte-OtelJGi(tad7114 

4 UBERDUBAN (4Q lJ Dou^D 0 Shetvood 6 114 

SOP MASXED IMKTM (B) (£ TUteyl P Rotifad 5 11 4 


JR 


JF Ttey 




5-6M6 «AD COURT (13) (M VtatesJBil NOmce 6 11 4 

fO-2 MBSMAiaitlSA)(23)(MnAte«SDn)RAtent6114 

000650 NAMMWAU (64) iCFSpamriHriO AMara5 11 4. 

NORTHERN KKDOM (USA) [P A Dete K Beley 7 11 4 
THE liTIlE FERRET (K Hponj A Moo* 6 11 4 
IAW IESS (KnoeWren Ftong CUD J Tuck 5 10 13 


00241 SURGICAL SWBU (43) U S Hanevaodl J Hammnod 6 10 13 
41 TOfnSGFr(lQnheBkjeOmGnM9Mlte411)& 

P AU.(WERRB>IKNSIf5^fGe(y)MwtslACaiol41D6 
00 DANK MNG (99) Oery Comas) R Hatre 4 106 
00 MONUMBir(6}OfcMHote)IJKing4106 
0 MORE BUS (74) (A Moore) A Moore 4 10 6 


43 THE QUADS (ZQ U Duty) J HmvHeyes 4 10 6 
1UPANBA U Mca^rt J DIM 4 10 6 



J. Harvey 
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IS 

19 

20 

-20 (teetered - 

BETTKQ: 5-2 Tony* OIL 3-1 Otao, 4-1 Nresrerid, B-l Northern KkWfcn, 7-1 Is A (ten, B-l Lib- 
ertarian, 14-1 itanteg. Tbe Quads, 16-1 The Little Ferret. 20-1 oOmrs 
1995: meeting abandoned 

FORM GUIDE . 

The move m Reg Atetoret appears to have done the trick teth MI05WW0. who 
foflewed an encomgng run on-.die ail-««ather at Lingfeid with a three-aro-a-haf-ler^h 
second to Kingdom Of Shades in a maiden hurtle on heavy Bong at that course. He 
scored by 15 lengths in an admtnfxfiy weak race back on the Hat there 11 days ago end 
has a good chance to open Ms account orer hurtles now. Own had useful bumper farm 
rest season and matte a winning introduction oat timber at Towcester. beating Gtt» Isle 
a length and a quarter. He shoiid ten more races but Is Neiy to find die concession of a 
stone (inducing n dec's daunt to the selection beyond Inn. Tonya Oft tfapeiled doubts 
abour her s tam in a when wnrmg m the Leicester mud Ian tune, but she faces a suffer 
rash m this company. Harding dsapponed at Warwick when fourth to La Wound having 
narrowly failed to peg back Haws tan Sam on Ms hudlng Dow at Windsor. He dd net 
look at ease on the hgit n£it-handed bends then, so a batter showing can be ejected 
here. Topanei. ten shoved abitay in a couple of maidens tor Henry Ceal last year, and 
rosn Gifford's It's A Gem look the pek of the debutants. Sotoctfore MiROSWAW 


AAtekm netfc IOsl True handcap «te^ic S&fQght f^ar 8 d 13b. 

BERM& 7-2 M£l M A MOMe, 9-2 Rate De Ttif, SHtefaoni, 7-1 Breretedt Brig, 31 Rob Fret 
For Cold, Arche life, 10-1 KMhm Ore, 12-1 often 

form guide 

BROWNSIDE BRIO made his reappearance at Warwick on 6 January 8 nd. afthoyff: last 
of 12 n Most Equai's race, shaped teth a deal of promise. Browrelde Bng should be 
much fitter nowand can take advan&& of a lenient handicap mark. Hawthorne Glen 
wart up 121) far beaeng Neuerdd seven lengths at Towcester last month and finished 
third of 20 to Distant Home at Laces: or next ome. a decent effort even If he was beaten 
22 lengths. Hen Da 1W had just been headed when fa Wig » the Mfl) » Taunton taa 
Ome. teach eras a better effort thm her pnrtoiA ora. She won a moderate Enter 
damer last moreh. The drop m mp can work in SopHe Kay's femur, fast season's 
course and iterance tenner havirg snugged since fimshbig second to Z#ra at Winter 
(2m) in November. The seme is nue of D BanWno. Ron Fast For GoM has topped to 
a decent mark and gave some encouragement when nirrtn of 18 In Lyteg Eves' 
Wincaruon race last time. He ms 71b out of the handicap then and Is we&ked to gat Vw 
Deter of Night In A HMIuu, ruineru) to Donttosdordlnnar over course and tSstanoe 
last moreh but 5to worse off with Rut Fast For Gold tor a short-head. Arctic Life, 
succeshi at Towcester and Soulhwel the season, wil find ttts easier then the wee 
fume won by Crack On last time. Selector BROWNStDE BRIG 


[a2o 


DEAL MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) E4J0O0 added 2m Penal- 
ty Vtihie £2^05 
CAPTAIN PVCAPFLE 0 J W WOharnj MIe L Wadwm 6 11 6 GHr»e(3) 


04 CHURCMDVW PORT (50) (Jdn Ftedett) P Buder 6 118- 


JIAHbgted 


0FTO5P CRAOQJNB FROST (4Q Qritoty For Some Psrtnechpl kte D Km 8 11 6 — JFTfSiy 

4G3Q3> C8ED0N (IB) (Fieier Ffaong) S WooOman 8 11 8 APMeCoy 

2-45 DANCMOPinMB.(20gjiANdd&AJdnsori)PREhensl0118 ATiay 

003009 OfBMCUUBf (23) (Martyn BoatfO K Bafay 7 11 8 A 

2PB3-22 EARLY DRHKBt (Q (S ChamngWBemsi 0 Shanood 8 118. 

0OP5F- BA MO H B l fiE gSB) IH Stibort MnJ Ptmai 7118 

06-356 JCU0 OB) (John GnsU D Gns&el 5 118 . 


J Allocator 

__w 


-MHctedi 

itatelB) 


ycnl WE5IENHANGER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 
3m 2f Penalty Value £3306 


0503 IBUVWL ffR) p3)(W A BtoOWBefher 10 11 10 _ 
OPS BLACK Ml (B^ (Arahory M Smnti) John Beny 7 114. 

P0CO60 BRt®t£y HOUSE (7) (5 BGtatert J teas 9 11 4 

B BUCKLE DOWN (43) tlohn Set) K Bteey 7 11 4 


-AS! 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
8 

7 

8 

9 

10 60-323 PQUCEUAfiS PSIDE (FR) (91 (R R One) M Madgwk 7 118 

11 P3550 PRECIOUS MNDBipq ID J Butiert Pftjfier 7 US rjttejffeP) 

12 6342>PP THE WE5TS ASLSS 1 {ZQ (Ro^r J Spencerl J FtEh-Heyes U-U8^_--_RJofr»oq(3) 

13 WRP MBMGHTlRsnC(7)IMsTPnchard)DrPnachM9113 DrPPnktate 

14 0DD3B OUR NBWJ (33) (PRtatiMO PftadfoiO 6 U 3 Same* 

15 34a>30 P0UYHN0R(S»nheWtcnifea«CU)eGEnngt9U3 IHK—nfr 

IS SFMXUK5nBT(n«l«ieetelN Gnwe 8 113 CUreeRye 

-lfitecM- 

aETTWB: 7-a Earty Drkto. S-l&adag, S-l Pn R r e m ww Pil i k i, S-l Jaje, Vyi SifiM at tpMI . Brew 
brtd 0 B. 12-1 Dm Hint's Asleep. 14-1 (An 

rameuDE 

EARLY DRINKER has an obvious chanoe foilomng hs seconds to Fierce at Soutftvrel and 
to Newhafl Pnnce at Lutlow last week, beaten (ust a length and a half an the first 
occasion and two lengths test ome. Hs jivnpmg codd be Improved but a repeat of either 
run ou 0 x to be good enougi Credart and Jojo filed the places behm Mahvood Caste 
In a nowce hunSe at Windsor In November and went on id nm In the Sundown novices' 
handicap won by Goldensteft ffns month. JcfO dd better, frtsfling sWh of 22. wrth 
Credon pulled up. but Credon Is very much a chasmg type and Is taken to come out on 
top. Dnnaoden has erven no encomgpmere In ftis ttaee starts this season, while 
Poficaroans Pride is flattered by his form fibres and Faretaridge looted ordinary last 
seeson. SparkSng Spirit makes a belated debut at Bps. She is bred far chasing and Is 
Ksly to do better over Jongtr trips. Sefcctfaa: EARLY DRINKER 


5 aW-fPF CAPTAIN DOtRMD (7) (R£ BnrioKVTh) D&n 0 oflo 9 114 

OOOf COUNTRY tlXD (B4^ (I P Power) G Jotoon Hougion 7 11 4 — 

0O5FF DUSNr ROVER (9) Geoige Sooti] Miss H Krigt 7 11 4 

8 GRR 6 MSHBH (43) IM C Hfeftd J ftUJun lfl 11 4 

/1235Q OCEAN LEADER (20) (Sr Peter tte D Hsne 9 11 4 

10 064420 QlomK) (HI) (5 P TntaR M Boctatorii 6 11 4 

U 2 DC BOtafY HOUSE OT (The BotoBttoOOSharvwod 6114. 


8 Koto (3) 

JRJCtolyCT) 

LAepK£5) 

IFTMey 


o~E/\l LEVY BOARD MARES NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
3__J E) £3^00 added 2m IfULOyds Penalty Valua £2^37 


12 PTKM-3P DEGQUVBCUKIEf9) iCMnWftxrel R flow 11114 , 

13 3P-3U00 TIDUI BWHESS (7) (T D J Syter) S Uelor 7 10 13 If dsn 

ffiTTWi 64 Ubu VW, 4-lThe Booley Hone, M OceoBlaedar, 7-lTbe 8 aB&« Cwtee, 10-lfeto 
Rover. 14-1 C-raWe DeBonL 1S-1 Mefeey Hoes^ 2 fW otken 


UBU VAL looted a good prospect far the Cheltenham Festival tour-nto when making a 
successful debut owr regrfatton fences at Windsor and It was no tfcjpace to be beater 
21 lengths into third place at Watherby by Mr Mutfipn. one of the top notice chasers 
seen out so far. Connections feel the horse is best going ri£rt -banded, wttch looked the 
case at Wfetherby, where he did not jump fluently early on. That fact bodes wefl tor 
today's race and the extra two freton& are very much m he fwow. Ocean leader, an 
out-and-out stayer aver hunfles, ran wee to be second to King Lucifer In a notice chare 
at Nodin^um after a year off and wM strip fitter today. The winner followed up at the 
same course next time so the farm Is sound. Irish potot twnnerTTte Poo fey Hoasa made 
tus debut in the country in the second cMston of that Nottingham race and went down 
lust a length to FCSow Countryman, who boasted the toon when warning at Kempton on 
Saturday- The time was slower then Ocean Leaders but Tbe Booley House shoifld vtin 
be tore long. Best of the others shoJd be Dusty Bower, who wild probably hare made 
the frame on his last two starts but for faffing, Selection: UBU VAL 


1J33PU DARK W 6 f<nNGALE(U} (MBS LECtartOOShenacd 6120- 

580 ASHBY HBL (13) (Mrs Mato Hunriroyt RFtove 5 11 10 

ODO HARVEST WEW £19) (Q P P Bram) C BruOo 6 11 5 

4004)00 CHOWPOR (7) (T V Culen) A Canol 5 11 5 


121044 SA»NIMaC(2UinWisiCBkdMlUB«nm6U2 , 
0444) N)MNSIMn , pq(FJ&wluy)MsMJone61011. 
60U600- ROMANr BLUES (433) (Hany SMsy) A Jones 7 ID Ifl . 

F50 LADT LACEY (13) (l*s KLPw*T)GBakteg 910 9_ 

0564P0 tWUrSDEJ0KE(U)UamesRTuckJJTtek710G 


i emo (3) 
-APMeCoy 


Any DUES HOPE 0472) QtoLMayBoMf) UbL B aser 9100. 
OOPPfP THEHZ3D (34) U F Parwn) J F^*wn 5 ID 0 , 

5-060P0 HXMAlBBt(53)(CaratktndiDBre)DlkwidtIMs5100. 

-12 (tottered - 


2-20 


, DAN SWINDEN SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
I £2^00 added 2m eruoytis Penalty VaAie£2J>44 

1 14J4-P4 NEW TRBE (48 P) (C A (fcbeiy) J VXnte 5 11 13 DBnhiB(7) 

2 6404-00 CARFAX (9) (CD) (Ms V E Lfcmders) R Hrad 11 11 13 6 Mqr 

3 OP- 1960 KNtW(7)aonyCty)MslRdfed»6115 — SopMeWteMW 

4 600D6P EASTBWPL£AStBIE(m(MisVBleneAnneMtaod)XButie9115 

5 34021-P DO BE WARE £9} Dchn FSth-H^esl J FfffltfvHtqw 6113 

6 606 RuqunGRmmtoPB^MsBWarmglllir 

7 35WF6 ROCERfS PAL (43) (AMoortfl AMootoB1012 - 

8 005645- SAn«WRR«t(317)UHSrartoWGMTtpner510l0 

9 6-30304 nSGRAND(2(9(fcmAtotltoctyCU)U4JMB»ty7109 

10 330020 SB CRUSTY ( 8 ) (Mss B Sne* C Jones 14 10 9 

11 6000 HEPPE HOtggDfMPSadB) RFtote71fl8- 

12 001-PJ6 WtttCAnA(19j (CD) (PR CE4 (bong) ACEnc48 105 

13 00006 THE THtbtff DTSI (41) (WABbSibI) WSBdWiQ 102 

14 &4.350 LArrrP01Y(57) (HariBtMi Racrg) J ftxtomS 10 1 

15 P52P-UP CaiJC ULLEY ( 7 ) 0*5 J E Tartar) R Hffid 6 IB 0 _ _ 

16 P4PPP COAL NOT DOLE PS (M* tin* Upson) J Upson 8 100 — — 

!7 FBWR- NORmBAWCIgpSDttiBmt ysRgti TMcSwanglOO. 

Ajhlmurn*«s?icl05t 7 ruerBrv^-e^CMfcito.^AlorQofc 95 rll^/W»m 6 arj*»fet«J. 

Mte Grw«L 4-1 Km«,T-lRoeertP^ 8-1 New TrB»,» Qttey. 10-1 Were, 

12-1 Cato 14-1 lady My. 1« 

DAMCADA. Kyrtotod on at Towcester last time, is the choice m an imeppeakg raca. 

Tony SnS-i teto-yw-fW. ** L******* *** **** * auae . "J 

dararae last season, made the running untti the third last, when a btunder knotted tire 
Stuffing out of torn and he faded ,rttD ^, ^ 

tengh runner-up. Dwreada nad run we» at lutow the nme before and should be as We 


ifiiimre tofti: lQst True ftandcRj wUffas CWbs /**» Ifie Bb» tea 5b Ry to Amber Ssr 3b. 
BSTTWa 3-1 Otofehflntoi .S-lAg tyH M. B-l t aty Ucey, 7-1 HsrresIVtew. WaTs Tbe Jobe. 
8-1 Sareo Mato 34U totoi AwreR. 

Ofver Sherwood's runners have been gang ttnw 0 i a quiet spell, but he has a strong 
team here today and can wm Mth DARK NIGHTINGALE She started the reason ciff wel 
by winning at StraUcnd m October and was m the process of putting a tflsappoinhng 
Baser run hehmd her when unseating at Die second tea at Wbtwwfc m Die race won by 
Mandate. The mare was just befend die wmer at the time, although bemg ndden, and 
she can make amends in tris moderate race. Lady Lacey a mteresong off a igfn vtegit 
In her first haitoap hurdle. She has shown Bole so tar, bu Tory McCoy takes over from 
a conditional refer and she b fitted wrth the visor that she hebduaty weere on the Ftau 
bxBaa Summit was tatied off to the latoesiw mud on her reappearance, but she showed 
ab&y in a bumper and over hurfles tate lost season. Saxon stye has lost ner way 
smee wmra^ early in the season, wttfa H arvest view and Aahby (OB look to haw 
enougl weiffitt in their first hareficaps. J ele ct l otg DARK NIGHTINGALE 



[450 


TED LONG CHALLENGE CUP AMATEUR RDERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £3350 2m Sf Penalty Value £2^69 

3211714 RBW. SQUARE (CAN) (43) p) (Ms C 4 CtaetOGHawooif ID 120— Jbs A Itorratt (3) 

FM(M MAESTRO PAUL ffftHThtaMJ SOW 10 11 11 MrP0Mte(7) 

3-0315F C0Nm7E8IRU«L(Fn){U9gq(B8maaJ)to)eBtolrg61110 »ABWtag(7) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 RtP-548 OPAL'S TBBOT ft Mtety Mates) JMBrafey 9 10 12 

10 613315 GREENWMK (48) (CCoBweD R Row 9 10 10 


-APMeCoy 


2F3-1F ROCCOp9)m(UOtBBtenStoTed(wifeori0S9BNaoti9n0 JWMRigBMdr7) 

4QI4-UU LE CHAT NOR p 2 ) (Ofl (F J T P»sons) D fessei 13 11 7 RrMAreqte^ 

2A3233 niTNGa (18) £D) (Ma T ftatto) Dr P Wdati 15 11 6 Dr P Mtritard (7) 

F1223/P 0S>BCMBU(4R(RDnSiane)MsLltetenai9113 IteJDtoaa 

4»1K Troocscwre (3S) (D) CaQrVtiseyt Mar H KngsB 112 JRrJCtofe(7) 

-rr- — Mr MDty{7) 

-Mr A none (7) 

Oft-PHoatyB 
_MrMHeHB(B) 
-JteJJUk*i(7) 


11 1KU36 a*LErBUO(r(40|CltaHeamtoe)n**B81D4. 

12 334-213 HU«aHJ(39)£fl(CDWeJKri?9103 

13 445531 OOOLCKARACTBl (B 8 ) (Ndi EMOCt) R Budter 8 10 0. 


14 435P34 MRASE DANCER (M)g 8 (Mss CJ E Caw Mss C Cane 13 10 0 MrGBateea 

15 P 6 FEPO RHOMAN IUN p3) (Ugrtifs To Raong tymndirt R Budter 7 100 -JMrRTbomtM(7) 

16 ffPCW) 1tPl«SSp2^lASNee«JAH»es7100 MrP l*g«n d(7) 

17 OXXH WRBAZAR (1531) (Uia ET SnfTvttJxMiaj J 0W9 IDO MrJ a^thOsboanje (7) 

-17i - 


UlnBBW waga: 1 CH. ftue hanScw witf iu Dancer 9a 138. Warner Fun 9st lOti. Tap *fes 

SBtfiSi KosarSkf 6 ft. 

BETTING: 4-1 Rocm, «-l U Ctae Note. Royte Sqwre. IK Rha* Bha. 10-1 Cord DSCtrnreL to 
ifato 12-1 Cod Cbarecter, Wclrreaie, 14-1 Maestro Pod. 161 otbore 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

UXfc 3. INCULCATE U Osborne) 5-1: 2- 
Buster Bob B-l: 3. Fantesfic Flent 32-1. 
15 ran. 11-10 fev Bob's Bank (fell)- IX &■ 
(C Weeoon). Tide: £3.10; 0.90. £2SO. 
£4.50. Dual Forecast: £20-20. Conwiter 
Strait Forecast: £44.43. Tno: £54D0. 

X30: t FRONTAGER 0 OsPOme) 13^ 
2. Mouse BH 11 -Stew; 3. Keen Tb Tbe test 
12 1. 13 ran. 6 . 7. tC E^ften). Toto £9^0: 
£4.10. £1.10. £3-70. DF: £6.70. CSF: 
£1536. Tno: £26.40. NR Baitaroja. 

2 . 00 : 1 . CLASS OF PHNEmWOlAPMc- 

Coyl ll-a fav. 2 . KBfinqy Cm &-X 3. PeiF 
nfM Pride 11-2: 4. [ncandusten 33-1. IS 
ran. 2%, 15. (T Foratert. Tetec *3- 20; £2^00. 
£3-20. £1.10. £13.20. OF: £1X70. CSF: 
£20.63. Tncasc £82.30. Tna £12.0a 
ZSbl TOUCH Sfl-VERfSOnani 4-K 
2 . Strike- A-Pose 3-1 fav; 3. KWs Rose :■ 
J- 12 ran. li& la (H Mannersl. Ito: ££60; 
ty-2.80, £1.40. £5.70. DF: £1030. CSF: 
£36.2 7. Tneast £79.07. Tno: £46J0. 

SvOO: X ffiAOCHAW* GRACE WrKv«ie- 
tan) 2-1 ftn; 2. Pearl’s Choice 10-X 3. Too 
Sharp 13-2 8 ran. dst, 6 . tMrs S Bamafl). 
Tote: £280: £1.10. £X7a £20a W- £9-70- 
CSF: £2X36- Tno: £2&50. NR: 


330: 1- OUR SLMBfTDGE £B Pw*l) 12- 
1 ; 2 . FM Tbp 6 -X 3. Leed Vacate* 7-1; 
4 . Dareb 10 - 1.20 ran. 11-2 fav Tmob A Ng« 
(60i). 5. IV?. (A Cam*). Tote: £1560; £4^0, 
£240. £2 7a £3-20. DF: £3080. CSR 
£91.00. TncasC £53090. Trw. £^10. Non 
Rimer. County Store. 

4X0c 3. AfOIMAEnC (WMaSBfe 9-2 2 
Whetifs Vbur Story 4-1 ter; 2 SfeaBovr Wv- 
er 12-1. 22 ran. Vi 6 . fMre J Pitman). Tote: 
£5.10; £200, £250. £1X00. Oft £930. 
CSF; £2444. Trer £808a Mt Bafleys 
Jackpot: rtt non (pool ft £11X085.48 «ar- 
hed forward to Ffarestora today). 

Ptecepot £185-30. Qnadpot: £2090. 

! & £11081- Piece Be £23.17. 


MARKET RASEN 
L40: 2. ALBAN BLUE (P torn) 11-2 2. 
KatcbiMn Boy 8 -U lav; 3. Bdene Bey 3- 
1 . s ran. 2--*. ia (M tenmoreft Rto £500: 
£1.50, £3.10. £130 DF: £3.70 CSF: 
£9.62. Tno: £240 fton Rimes Cherry 
Stone, KindakDOia. 

vin -1 TABA RAAffiLER IP Catoema a- 
4fw;2SBi*Niy5-X- 3 .^M((erWoteto- 
nfi 5. 2 n ran. 25. f»*ss S Ham . Tote: 
com £230. £230, CXIO Dft £583. CSft 
£8.62 Tno: £5JO NR: Wtenrei. 


240: 3. CHIEF RABDet (A S Srrath) 7-4 
fav: 2 Artie Wings 2-1: i Bendar Marie 7- 
1. 8 ran- X hd. U WbdeL Tote: £240; £X30. 
£220. £3.70. Dft £100. CSft £5.64. Tno: 
£9.20. NRs Osan^Dn Dene, Sotoa. 

3JO X YES MAN U F Tntay) 11-8 fev; 
2 Heery Cone 9-4; 2 Briterade NBRs 20- 
1 5 ran. 1 ^ 2 (Uss H Kri03L Tote: £200; 
£110. £220. Oft £4.70. CSF: £4.87. 

3.40: 1. MAMREE U FTBey) 7-4 fev; 2 
Boston Row 2-1: 2 ZeRra 2-1 5 ran. 6 , 
6 . |N Ca.1a0i<m). tote: £270; £ 2 . 10 , 
£190 DF: £4130 CSF: £583. Nfe Asan&L 
Motto Do. 

4JO2-ALZULU*t0*JWrtll-2Xa»- 
pie steiBB 6-4iav: 8 . FMcorTa tmwgh 9-1. 
15 rao. X 7. (J FszGenSd). Tote: £780: 
1220. £240. H.B0. Eft £20.80. CSF: 
£1623. Trio: £36-30. WC Dark Orchard, 
ptacepoc £620 Q utyoe £3.40. 

Place 8 : £3.11 Place 5: £2.96 

UNGHELD 

2Bt X EL VDLADOR (0 B^) 4-9 
2 Northern Trial 20-1; Z. Tartan Gan 4- 
L 7 Ido 2. v.. >'ROSJ3to). Ibte £120; 
£1-00. £1220. OF: £25-30 CSF: £2022. 

220 X ROWLANDSONS CHARM Ci 
Adams! 5-4 tec 2 MoitS Franchise 10-1: 


3. Bafte of Hofleed 7-A. 9 ran. 3V4. 2 (G 
L Moore). Tote: £120; £2.00. £290. 
£1-10. Dual Forecast: £700. CSF: £14.11. 
Tha £270. 

230: X DfHIRAA (N Cartde) 5-1; 2 Co- 
leridge 11-4; Z. BenBaot 15-8 fev. 8 ran. 
lVa. 10. (R CTSifiJvan). Tote £7-40: £1.60, 
£110. £120. DF: £4.60. CSF: £18.72 Tn- 
case £3X73. 

S2« 2 MSS CAROTTBIE (M Band) 10- 
X 2. Smsat Hartocr 4-X X Mystery 
Ma tt hias 12-2 12 ran. 11-4 fev Batpare. 
nk. 2 (M Ryan). Tote £920; £1-60. £X70, 
£320. DF: £8120. CSP £53.17. TncasC 
£46502 Tna £138-50 (part won. pool of 
£15802 m FbBrastora 2 20 today). 

380: 2 KM OF TONES 0 Qton) 12-X 
2 fUiateteam 6 - 1 : 3. Access Ateie nbir - 
ar3-l fev. 14 ran. V*. hd. U Sheehan). Ttote 
£2270; £5.70, £3.40, £260. DF; £38.70. 
CSft £8420. TncasC £25825. Tito £25L5a 
420: 2 HNS PARROT (Aanee CtX*) 4- 
1 ; 2 Derifyab 6 - 1 ; 2 Huttrafcti 14-3. 11 
ran. 11-4 (BU jaagm (d*). v*, 3. (LtsfU Hurx- 
mgdon). Tote £EOO; £X70, £230, £350. 
DF: £2X50. CSF: £2850. Tncast £287.45. 
Tna £139.70. 

Racapat £13650. Quadpac £88.40. 
Place fc S39.ee. Place & £2212 


shops, 200 Tote ones and over 
1,000 independent bookmakers. 

“This wfll give an extra nudge 
lo the others. If the other firms 
joined in, the jadepot would reg- 
ularly build up and we could 
have' the thinking- man’s alter- 
native lo tbe National Lottery.” 


Lonesome Glory, the top 
American chaser who had 
seemed a live Qxdlenham Gold 
Cup prospect until his defeat at 
Haydock on Saturday, is to re- 
turn to the United States. 

“I didn't feel that in Satur- 
day’s race he showed be was 


ready for the Gold Cup and that 
was the purpose of the trip,” 
Bruce Miller, his trainer in the 
US. said. 

The dual Colonial Cup win- 
ner will now take in a series of 
three chases starting in April 
with prize-money of $375,000. 


SEDGEFIELD 


iWSsrev4Ma 

SCO ITHBMC CU) WCUBkemU 106 


HYPERION 

L10 WELSH MILL (nap) L40 OrchUarma 210 
Mtthraic 2A0 VBalns Brief 340 Circulation £40 
Monani 4 JjD Gallants DeUght 


GOING: Good (Good to Him in places). 

■ Lift -hand, undutaanfi come. E ray fences and long nsn-in on 
chare course of 500yds. 

■ Course Is IraSWof town nearjmmionof A689 and AJ77. Bus 
service from Sareinnn railway station (9 miles away) or Durham 
reDway station (12 mllee awreil ADBOSaON: PWddock £8 (OAFIs 
£4): Course £2 CAE PARK: Five. 


ID 
11 
12 

13 

14 

acnm 94 Sandartto Ed^ilitoitodoteg. 6-1 Mtenio, 8-1 Tire 
Hetyte.lftA MI i« Wlu s ilu, 12 -ltttnarafsOnfare. 14-lA w Mdart wm , 
15-1 “ 


0 FtHHtU BEHVE (B7) M tereOI 4 ID 6 -El kebraf (S) 

0 ROTBCffCH) Ure M ffewSey * 10 6 CCaM(7) 

0 TKA KEEHTS (B) J ) 0 Ne« 4 106 A tecta) P) 

-lAdsctered- 


2 AO 


WBflER SPORTS MADEN CHASE (CLASS 
E) £5,000 added 3m 3f 

408UD4 BUST BOY (20) D Lamb 9 11 5 A Stamens £7) 

QF0Q34 CM11HESH0ISIEMJW»»7115 ajMMS 

OOP-P CAWAIUnu 1 (74) MbS Banal 6 11 5~ 


SIS 


ay C 8 ARI 2 natoBt CLOOB) W Mdtenin 8 11 5 jG CaM (7) 
500236 DAUJSMAN (12) J BtWi B U 5_._ M Moloney 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: VUldng Brief (2.40) A FeO 
ShflfiBg (3.10) have been rent 252 miles tjj K Burke bom Gbi 0 e, 
OafonkhlTB 


ULO 


20120 

2202 


0020 
42 
6 

UOP-0 

8 4233-0 

9 £W22 

10 P 


NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) (DIV I) £3,200 added 
2m If 110yds 

CADEMRPRSmE(U)Denjsa«tfiSlin 

BttadagH 

BAUeM0CH(19)MH£asto7124 LWycr 

COURQJB H Hammond 7 11 4 CBonterffl 

FMFSAlHllIE(U)MisJBmn5114 T rritybei r) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
B 

10 OnianVERIteStlMamson8U5. 

11 P54-256 VLLAJNS BHEF £15) KBlric 7 11 5 

32 3PPEOO SAfiAROBBlEP) AOwlDUO 

13 OP WIM DfCtBON (13) N Lampato 7 110 ■ 

-13 1 


0040P5 ES3SE MM (U)F toon 8115— 
3F5F8f4 WOTS SBI (OB) GWtads 8115- 

OP OWE IT lAUnf ML lingo 6 11 5 

342P-64 GO BUY ( 8 ) BEBson ID US- 


JWABotaoa 


3 

080 

0 

0 

74 

, Cadi 


WKf CM) U Tartnsr 8 11 4 . 

MSTBi CASUAL (12) W teed 7114 TAred 

PAWTYOUttMaON (7^ N Damberttin 6 114 B Storey 

THURSDAY IKHT (3Sfi J FCGaraM 5114 MDtyv 

RH1HMU.(50| MnMRMby7 114 PI 

COtOUl OF UTE (53) N LarpwD 6 ID 13 
LEVa EDGE POO) H Neerete 5 10 13 
GBBML JBBO (B) F MtfNv 4 ID 6 

ier ip Dotty ff j j crni 4 id i 

OUR MMOMT (5B) ItoSAutn 4101. 

-14 doctored - 

MteM m. 3-1 Batmock. 4-1 Htfted Way, 21 
16-1 c 



STONEGRWE AGGREGATES SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) E2JBOO 
added 2m Jf 110yds 

213345 RiaROSEOFV0ni(Ifl)(BF)PMorfMSl51111 

6CMM(7) 

400*104 ASH3RBI (13) A Hereon 9 11 B DBnrtty 

314300 UABUTY OBDER (37) (D) J Brio: 7118 M Moloney 

430006 RIE DE WLSE (B2) Derqs Smth 9 11 7 BHto*g(3) 

U-66250 SWBBIOO (®) (CU R tagp 5 11 6 Al 


— altering (3) 

DRjen (7) 

ALanacb(3) 

PVteajrtt 

jteyLnteP) 


BETTlNte 9-4 Cal Bw Steta, 3-1 Go Stey; B-l FtaobTa Gsre, 8-1 Dtew- 
mn, 12-1 VSNns Briet 18-1 Oytef Rrer, Saffro Bala, 20-1 ortiere 


CURLMG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
! £4,000 added 2m If 

1 523124 RAStOFH£Am{liqPMDrw«hl012Q ADotate 

2 23P24-0 MfMMBB.(B)p)NTIr«fer913 7 MDoyer 

3 22F805 TBESBOa £13) [CDj M W Easertjy 14 11 4 RGontty 

4 000513- BSHOTOALE P38) (CD) S Chaffleck 15 10 9 

5 2233fP QORINAiaONA (35) J Senty 10 108 

6 4-13243 BmWSDSJGHT(lRRMan8108 SMefatae(7) 

7 4fMS54 NORmraOE(4O)MBv«11101 BHwring(3) 

8 352326 CMCUUmON (IS) n 0 McCwn 10 10 1 DIMM (5) 

9 025684 MACCOfMCME ( 8 ) M 0x69100 NSntt 

10 R35-340 BAD TRADE (49} DAMk 14 100 A teu ffl 

11 2-65425 RUSWlMQ(2)KBiNe7100 -JUmdi(3) 

12 532236 D0RF0RSHUT(8)VVMckeorei 12 100 G Otto (7) 

-12 doctored - 

AMnun netfic 20a. True nan/Bcep we&c: UacsonocUa 9a 10b. Bad 
fie* 93 3b, Fr9 ShMr« 9a 7ft EUdwd Hut 9rt 9b. 

BETIMtt 7-2 Mart Dated. Ratk Of Ratea, 6-1 BUtapdNe, 7-1 Or- 
cstattae. B-l Marmeartta, fiaatote. 101 Dratord ftat, 12-1 often 


3-40 


laacp- JOMOVE (442) (CD) Nkshl tevatay 7 115. 

020304 MARKS) CMD (14) LbtMKencbf B1013 JMsMtateB 

442316 CAMKDlAD(^)(C0)FSarey91012 B Storey 

060400 PIS TI ini Y IM C P 0 )J ftirtes 10 106 — R McCarthy (7) 

ID U0606 MyHAMWMANfl99RMan5103 SM*dm(7) : 

11 00605 0RQBNB«A(7) JQier 4 10 1 MDeyor 


12 06404P MrLDUAME(lS)JDooto91DO 

13 PHF43 THOMAS MM) (20) UODd! 7 100 

14 003 MMMEtMnMn(LQTDyer410O. 

15 460005 THDFI PM P (242) PSpcO—odBlOO 

16 5500 tiUOTE 10HNA (4) 1 KteBon 7 ID 0 

17 004000 THURSemwanBiUlDO 


Jf Data 


JtoteB 
—0 Ryan [7) 
J)Mra(3) 


1 310050 

2 46UFPP 

3 356320 

4 2-36000 

5 236403 

6 020231 

7 PB6-1P1 

8 0044-18 

9 060601 
ID 18-3223 

BEfTWGc 7-2 
.7-1 



ACROPOLA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 3m 3f lXOyds 
AER«(qMs5aanel8120 

MR OPTMSIK (20) F Mwta0i 9 11 7 

FORWARD OB4 (13) PQieea«^i 9 11 4 
MONMJ (13) (0 Mrs M tevSey 10 11 4. 
tnWMAYSIlBr ( 12 ) (CO) W temp 7 11 1 

NEWCHARffiS(85)PBeanom9110 8 Mten (7) 

GOU»mGGErp9)EWlon91011 LWyer 

SEW MADRONA (35) Ms A Swtonfc 6 10 11 _l Mhn 

HKHPBWOMEpO) (Q JQtmnSlOA MDayre 

Q0UMME(B3) £3F) IN rremg6 103 DMtrR 

-lOdadntf- 

Botaao NaggaL 02 ITtettay fereat Sd-tabten. 01 ftaw 
FanrerdSan, 01 Haan, High Paatanre, 12-1 ottwre 


18 PWWP IBJRAXAy (3S) J hfemes 6 10 0 

-IBdadtead- 

MMrwn ealffic 10a. True tenricqp we^ts: Thomas Rand 4 Vhug! Taft 
On&r M 10b 7inpnewd 9sr9ft Autef Lome 9a 81), fireali SB S», L4 
Wfey8B9fc 

BETTWfc 01 Marted Cant 01 WM Bare Of yarh. 7-1 riu Kite ra.Vto- 
ta 0 i Tattfingar, 01Btyartioe,Thiireei Ifeert. 101 UaMtyOMar, 12-1 
Item De tMca, 14-1 ottere 


4.10 


SKHNG MARES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 


2JL0 


NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY NOVICE 
HURDLE RACE) (CLASS E) (MV I) £3,200 
added 2m If 110yds 

PP C0IC0NRBKME(39)DMCtol5U 4 DMeCtar 

30 C0NDMMEPMMVtew6U4 Iftteal 

13330 CE»ML I SOnaB(291)JNbten5114 WFry 

0 HtMfiWDOfaB Q4) M BarwE 6 11 4 

046 0VERSniB)(37)Paiaattea«i6114 R 

26 SUBBBJIM)ECH0(57)(BF)MnMRB«ty7U4 


0 MKMR(CAI«(39)JRGfiBMd5114 

0 NSSIMUFB)E(46)TBherinOcn51013 . 
OP AMBBOOROUS (11) EMaon 4106 



E) £3^00 added 2m If 110yds 

1 30POOO ANASTASIA WN 1 S 0 R (18) DMcteCS 114 —DJMoAaS 

2 03-65U3 BBBY BEAR (133) G KeDy 7 11 4 IfrC 

3 CAMDSf LASS Ms A 10 114 M 

4 00 CmMt£AFtB4MRUdtontalSU4 

5 OOP40 CUJVHf GfflL (7) B Bkon 5 11 4 BftonhgP) 

6 P DEAR EMUT (39) J Satan 3 11 4 MrS, 

7 2-22 DECBirPBafy(39) Ms M Reveler 7 U4 — 

8 QW DBWrSDaiGW(2fRlEJtai«Dn9114_ 

9 50-240 0ALLANTS DEliCHT (13) M Sine; 6 11 4 

10 00 6MEPOOfT(2f4Dlan)7U4 

U 5 WMBRB1 £70) D MoCtai 6 11 4 D 

12 PP0643 IEADOWURM (20) W (feed 6 11 4 JRaad 

13 IM)0IBIAMPEAHLPBeafRn6114 

14 060360 ABSS LAMPUSHT (18) F taatapi 611 : 

15 WIE SPRITE R Bit 6 11 4 N Smith 

16 NORRMQUEJ Norton 5 114 »Fty 

17 0640 SnBMMLAMAZM(94)TTM5U4 RBMty 

IB WQ/F- WMKGALA(3S5MB«W17U4. MMotoney 

-IBdKtared- 

BETIMG: S3 Paeaat Party, 02 toaela DMiMrt, 01 MateMtem. 01 
Mta UtylUMi 1M Btoty Boar, 14-1 UkfcBahaai Paart, 101 nftere 



12 

JIMtattl 


HYPERION 

2J>0 Rizal 2^0 Beige 300 Snake PSssken 330 
Scenicrts 4-00 W^iem 430 Lord Sky 


GOING: SrendanL 

STALLS: 7f A Imflf- ouufdo; remainder - Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: KJtfi from 8 fu> Jm 4C 

■ FTbresandL left-hand, oval course. 

■ Corere is north of town on A449. ADMISSION: Entrance £ 6 ; 
acfatomlllO fotrtancero Viewing RBs acnut 'ari&ionalilfriW 
for meaL CAR PARK: free. 


8 180040 HANABAR(nUPol0a»493 

9 0S006-3 RINIW1N (14) (CD) C Bty 6 9 2 

10 4650 ORQBlIMLDBfBNS (B4G) G tem 50 12 

^S Proawa(3)B 

11 32208-0 IBD0FVBKM(14MF)MJDhnEnn6Bll— I«teaar4 

12 401030- SE8ERfPONBtmOBuclMl7S8>J)araMcltooaa5 

13 505052 SNAXEPUSGKBI(9)DHeydoJontt571D— AMacltylD 

-13 dactead- 

MWmum w ul gW 7a Mb. 7rue tiamkap malffd: Snake fteten 7a 6b. 
BEmNte 01 Mrate Brer. 01Kemyau Deoear, 7-1 Mate ANeta, ttereb. 
Ktewyn, 01 Mg) Prertewi , 10-1 Sntito PBwken. 1M ottare. 
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BUNKBBKD PtB8TTWB: Actiptnal (440),! 

Fratee tiki Ref (roof ed. 4.00). 

WINNERS IN TEE LAST SEVEN DAS& None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: DUtml Dynesty (4S0) has been 
sent B Prance firrea UnairiMd Saney. 
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HADDOCK MAB)EN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,450 added Of 

labbret* 
3 


TROUT HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8£00 
added 3V0 lm 100yds 

6001- LE 8 PORT |« 6 ) S 3 A Batay 9 7 DW0t(3)5 

04125 WI»0FUnE|20)(QROBitai92 IWBrecrl 

600011 CMNA CASTLE (15) PHadanB 12 — 

460000 GILAf«0(79)Cam89 

040 Mma«C13S)C 14*^8 6 . 


_J Fortune 4 
.. Jl Laoen 7 

-MTabbattB 


CZ3R) C Mkity 4 9 ID 
CFtBOX (129) S> MM P«nt4 9 10 



38001-2 THEATRE WOC (IS) (HF)S Bowi* 8 4 — CTea 0 w( 5)3 

5424-6 lADf DMMTT £18) P Item B 4 )fetiai2 

00121-2 POMOOR(15) (CD) M JtftnsttinBO TWaisS 

332303 SCSRCRS(21)RHDteBtad711 NCateteS 

-Bdedared- 

BERHM01 Cfitaa Cartfe 02 Denoot; 01 WrifaiOf loty 114 1* Sprat, 
01 Tteeba Itada. 102 Seaaterta. 01 lady Dtety, 101 attare 
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REAL D Muty Sow}) 4 9 ID . 

WE DELIGHT flBSJSCoaBa* 4 9 5. 

OOASfSUARDS IBO (179) U Udcr 3 6 8 . 

DUMB? BOIF TBE UadltetetalSfiS The* 2 

SEN NAAS (37) S Mbits 3 88 J Tate 7 

FMMPST(40)aMrirftoTnii38B CPtettarll 

lEOWAROS ROSE R HDteBbeao 3 B 3 FLyacb (7)B 

mtAND r«M U4 B UriHion 3 8 3 -1 NeteM (9 » 

0ARBfRRJUrRHgbtend383 NCri*4 

RKWORE GMWr (IB) N Uttmadan 3 8 3 J BreatoM (7) 6 

RIKAAC (14) A Batiey 3 B 3 Dtettfla (3)32 

■■13 dsc^nd v 

01 ttanaaar teffTtare, 54 fteal, 104 smaa, 
tea Naan, 144 odwre 

MACKEREL CLAMB4G STAKES (CLASS F) 
£4y450 added 7f 

eVSBEr(&)fCO)ABaty892 0'tk&*(3)S 

RAMBO WAUZER ^ (D) DMEf«fij4 92 — Ate rft— aa3 

SHAHBt(7) JCTSbaa6fl2 JQtew 8 

nnW0Gcman59D bteW—al 


tliJ 


BREAM SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4^500 added lm Gf 166yds 
006200 CASn£SECRET|85)D8udiai093 Jfean Mdtann U 

365035 DUGGAN (B)P berc;9 93 D 9 wea n ay(7)9 

42204-3 EL MDO C12) (BF) M Omaeno 8 B 3 Lttoareaakl 

401240 STEWS WONDER (54)MRyan693 CBaiMl 

002206 WUBI(13)CtetBn693 MLareenS 


400000 IRLLBt8MMnE(43) WBtSti0tme5812 _RCodaana5 

MUSICAL VOCXnONBPrmEe 5812 .VSMtory7 

364304 ACQUTIM.tl2)JUacfce4 811 NVartey(3)12 

142320 BII9HD W (130) S CotCiip 4 8 U J W a ter 3 

10 020000 BANBBt SIOANE (7) G Fan 4 8 11 HMfinl 

11 004004 K»SOFPffDE[l2)(CtRRHotaGtiead486. 


Jr lynch (7) 4 


1 3E2154 

2 034-156 

3 024500 
t 01331-1 

5 021406 JKSW BOV (14) (Q (BF) P Uupby 7 8 12 


12 04 HUISEDURU(13)LtoHuflOn8aon4 86 

AtaMeCoak (7) 10 

- 12 dadarad- 

BUUNife 7-2 S ratio, 01 Boabebr, Frataa Da Rol 7-1 Stsvle-s Wandtr, 
01 Foot! Of Prida, AeqnfiM, ton. UJ-l m ftere flaflo, 12-1 nttere 


-S Draw (3)4 


8 555013 S84SE0FPRKlfBir (12) (CjfiJ) (BF) DAfctiols 7 83 
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7 065004 

8 360046 

9 440005 

id ooooor 

U 000406 


•JlTattott7 


BUIML02 

8-lProotea 


10E B PIECBU5 (2Q R Htemfnd 4 8 7 _Ji Sterna U 

BE5TIB>rSBC8SmPBrais584 D Tv an By (7)1 

PMMSE niniB) (M) A Batey 5 8 3_Jana Steak (9 9 
PBBMNGUSWR(5B9nNS>nBi682 NCaririeS 

BBC ML JB) TO Dtejrit Jones 4 7 11 AMaritylO 

-lldadatad- 

Baraa, 4-1 IterinWMtrer, 01 Ererare, Sense Of Priority, 
MBa 4 1 M teas Bay; Shta*. 12-1 ottere 


LADBROKE SERIES HANDICAP {QUALI- 
FIER) (CLASS D) £5,450 added Sf 

100000 CnS9tLU>aP(«3)(C)(D)AeBty4100 n OSIteri(3>4 

400464 LORD SKY (14) (CD) ABaiey 5 9 12 RCadnaa3 

520230 KALAR (49(D)DOapman7 91D_, ACUh»9 

020423- KMBRNW>(102)TORHaarer«d598 Ilw7 


132024 CHADWH1HALL{14) (CDj (BF) S Boeu^ 5 9 7 - 

CTa 

6 022033 FEAWERSIWffi IANE £14) mMssLSnca 593 . 


1(5)8 


7 0002-02 DISniirDnHaY(X3)(O(D)8Pemz690. 


J)ean Mctoa 5 


[3001 


1 350102 

2 000454 

3 301215- 

4 42-1112 

5 Tfwttft 

6 600600 
1643-26 


SALMON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 
added lm If 79yds 

MAIE A MOTE (7) P EM 5 100 J Fortune 9 

KOHEmr MfeSt 09 (O A Batey 4 9 12- 


8 311362- ewnreFKWJMSWH (3T) TOM l»ts» *90. 


JAsbtay(7) SO 


5113-12 Ct^BCIT CKAPPT 04) (CD) (Bft D QB?HSl 5 9 0 

.PFtnay (512 


J>Wtet(M7 


ID 060402 WIHSITnnEB 01 f( 21 )(D)Ma 9 j 0 a »68 7 . 


MUZKN (M7) (0 R Bastran B 9 11 -Jl MkM (G) U 

MAPLE BAT (?) (CD) A Bdey 7 9 8 P Roberta (7) 2 

P 0 TIPS (5B2) (q Ms N Macaty 5 9 6 — S D wafeK 3 

RAffBOW WALK (305) [t? J CT5Mea 59 5 J Qrtae 6 

I86HP8E1HUM P4Rnafriy894 Abfl»13 


JiKaandyll 


U 30001-0 BAMNFJ«WTra(14)TOFLw484 NOffetol 

- 11 dadoed - 

BETTOtB 5-1 CMafey dtyfiy, 01 Soutbara DoatekiD. 01 Dbtant Dy- 
Bitey, 15-2 Fcatborttooe Lana, 01 FOng Rambo, The tiwttbit* Boy, 10 - 
1 ChatereB KMUred Sty, 12>1 ofean 


England’s 

losing 

streak 

continues 

Cricket 


England’s beaten cricketers ar- 
rived at Heathrow yesterday un- 
able to shake off that losing 
feeling - their baggage on their 
return flight from Johannesburg 
had gone missing. 

The container carrying (he 
personal luggage of Mike Ather- 
ton’s side had been directed to 
tbe wrong terminal and it meant 
a two and a quarter hour hold- 
up before the bags were returned 
to their correct destination. 

After a 12-hour journey be- 
ginning in Port Elizabeth, it was 
hardly the end to the tour that 
England's squad needed. 

Ray Illingworth, the manag- 
er, and eight players trans- 
ferred to Manchester and Leeds 
airports unaware of the mix-up, 
while Atherton, the England 
captain, declined interviews, 
saying: M No, it’s been a long 
flight” 

England lost the five-match 
Test series 1-0 and went down 
6-1 in the one-day internation- 
als to Hansie Cronje’s team. 

Atherton’s first sight on 
emerging through customs was 
a man dressed as a rabbit - Live 
TV’s “News Bunny" giving him 
the thumbs down. 

England have just over a 
week in which to recharge their 
batteries before setting off for 
the World Cup in India, Pak- 
istan and Sri Lanka, which 
starts on 14 February. 

Darren Gough was the one 
England cricketer who returned 
home on a high, “relieved” at 
rediscovering his best bowling 
form just in time for the World 
Cup. Gough is a happy man af- 
ter at last shaking off the injury 
problems that have dogged his 
career since it took off spec- 
tacularly in Australia last win- 
ter. 

Constant foot problems dur- 
ing the summer, following the 
stress fracture which cut short 
his Australian tour, were fol- 
lowed by a hamstring injury in 
South Africa which cost mm the 
chance of playing in tbe last two 
Tests of the series. 

When the one-day series be- 
gan on 9 January Gough was by 
no means certain of ms World 
Cup place. But a steady im- 
provement in form means that 
Gough will go to Pakistan and 
India on 3 February as Eng- 
land's most effective bowler 
behind Dominic Cork. 

Australia World Cup squad. 
Sporting Digest page 23 

Cairns hits 
century off 
96 balls 

Chris Cairns hit one of the most 
spectacular of Test centuries yes- 
terday as New Zealand reached 
441 for 5 declared, setting Zim- 
babwe 367 to win the second Test 
at Eden Park, Auckland. 

Cairns struck nine sixes and 10 
fouison bisway to 120 off 96 bads 
on tiie fourth day of the decid- 
ing TfesL His six-bitting ranked 
second only to Walter Ham- 
mond for the most sixes in a Test 
mningti; Hamm ond hit 10 for 
En glan d, against New Zealand 
on the same ground in 1933. 

Cairns' first lest hundred 
came off 86 balls, the second 
fastest by a New Zealander af- 
ter Bruce Taylor's 83-ball effort 
against the West Indies in 1969. 

Earlier Craig Spearman 
scored his maiden Ihst century 
as he and Roger Twose added 
214 for the first wickeL 


(Fatwlh Oeyi New Zeeland iron taosj 
HEW ZEALAND -FMhnki^ 251 ISP Bem- 
M84.C LCans ST) 

2MB*Slffi-Mte*te32B<DL>toiJ0ml04) 

NEW ZEALAND - Sacond tantaRt 

(Ovemtfit 138 tor 0) 

C J Speanrort c Cartde t> Streak 112 

ft G iwose e and b Streak ,...94 

S P Bering c Wistaft D Streak 3 

A C Parore not out 76 

N J Asrte c A Boner b Brandre 13 

CL Cams b Streak 120 

*UKGmiw rmoui 1 

Extras ItiB tol5 nbl) -22 

total (tor 5 dac, 133 own) -441 

ftrifc 1-214 2-217 3-221 4-261 5-427 
DU not tat D N Patel. G R Laraen, R A Kennedy. 
GJADon. 

Bootee Sneak 307-1104; Brands* 13-3- 
41-1; 6 Strang 27-064-0: mural 13-4-40- 
0; P Strara 43-7-1 ' 

FlowsrM 

ZHOBABWE - Second tMtage 

GW Bower not out 22 

S V Calais n« out —14 

Extras ftl nl>2) 3 

Total (for 0, 19 overe) Jw 

To bat *tA Ftoiier. ADR CanpbeO. D L 
Hottadon. G J Wherad. P A Strang. H H Sneak. 
C Ufenart. E A Braudes. B Strain 
Baattaff Alton 01-00: Cams 5-1-11-0; 
Kennedy 7-113-0: Pate 4-0-11-0. 


-142-0; Campus 2-03-0: G 
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sport 

FACE TO FACE: Newcastle’s former England hero 

Andrew takes 
another ride on 
the rollercoaster 


TEtil INDEPENDENT • WT^N^nAY 24 JANUARY ^ 


will be back on centre stage in the Pilkington Cup on Saturday. Ian Stafford met hirn^ 

the blayers, (notably 


I f 1995 win go dawn in histo- 
ry as Will Carling's aruius 
honibUis , what then of Rob 
Andrew's lost 12 months? At 
least the England captain's year 
was, after the Grand Slam, a 
consistently horrendous time. 
On the other hand Andrew's sta- 
tus turned from that of near de- 
ity to one of traitor and poacher, 
who was unceremoniously 
kicked out of his dub, forced to 
quit his country, and was seen 
by many as the principal reason 
for England's demise. 

As rollercoaster rides go. 
this probably beats the main at- 
traction on Blackpool’s Gold- 
en Mile by some distance. 

The man in question can 
now be found, suited and be- 
spectacled, at the neat, new 
home of Newcastle RUFC, 
where Andrew’s future lies. He 
hopes, both for Lhe sake of his 
family, who have now moved up 
north with him, and from his 
own career viewpoint, that the 
upheaval is now over. Somehow, 
as he prepares for his biggest 
day at Newcastle so far, the vis- 
it of Harlequins to Kingston 
Park this Saturday in the Pflk- 
ington Cup, he doubts it. 

The new director of rugby for 
Newcastle, courtesy of Sir John 
Hall’s latest vision, still finds the 
past eight months difficult to be- 
lieve. It began, of course, with 
a moment of rugby drama he is 
never likely to forget - the 
drop-goal. " 

“It’s as good as anything T ve 
experienced in the game and, in 
terms of a split-second, has to 
be the biggest moment." An- 
drew says, referring to his last- 
gasp effort to undo Australia in 
die World Cup quarter-finals 
last summer. “The kick hasn't 
been blemished by our later re- 
sults, probably because it was 
the abiding memory of success 
for England fans, and also be- 
cause we beat the Aussies 
which, in any sport, is especial- 
ly sweet forlhe English. 

“1 didn't get a real feel for 


what the reaction was back in 
England until I returned home, 
but just about everyone I've met 
can remember where they were, 
and what they were doing as the 
ball sailed through the posts.” 

It may not have been quite as 
momentous as the assassination 
of JFK, but you know what he 
means. So, Andrew returned to 
his job as a chartered surveyor 
in his central London offices, 

‘About everyone 
I’ve met can 
remember where 
they were when 
the bail sailed 
through the posts' 

and life at home in Pinner. As 
for the rugby, despite the pub- 
lic mauling from New Zealand, 
and the couldn't-care-less third 
place play-off defeat against 
France, Andrew intended to 
prolong his international career 
into an amazing lith year. 

“1 didn’t want to retire,” he 
says. “My last chance at the 
World Cup had gone, but I 
wanted to redirect my energy and 
play a part in looking at the game 
ana taking it on. The England 
team felt we were beginning to 
get there in our games against 
Canada and Romania, but we re- 
verted in the Five Nations, main- 
ly because, when it's windy, 
raining and muddy in Dublin, you 
have to grind out a win,” 

Andrew therefore reported for 
the England squad sessions, un- 
aware of the turmoil about to hit 
him. It began with a phone call. 

“Freddie Fletcher, one of 
the directors, called from New^ 
castle Football Club the day af- 
ter Sir John Hall had 
announced that he’d bought the 
rugby club. I had a good idea 


what they wanted to talk to me 
about, and went to see them the 
following day.” 

The package Hall offered 
Andrew - a long-term, highly 
paid contract, a playing and ad- 
ministrative role, and a dream 
and a vision which Andrew 
could turn into reality - was 
clearly too good to turn down. 
The Newcastle revolution be- 
gan, and so, too, did Andrew's 
problems, beginning with his 
club, Wasps. 

“The problems were caused 
by the archaic, 120-day rule sys- 
tem which, until recently, the 
gamp maintained,” he explains. 
“Without it, I could have joined 
Newcastle the day I signed for 
them, and began my work in at- 
tracting players to the club. 

“Instead, I had to wait three 
months. Wisps knew I was the 
director of rugby, and they knew 
it meant that I would be look- 
ing to recruit, but they wanted 
me to keep on playing for them. 
It was the club's decision^ There 
was nothing stopping them from 
saying: ‘Off you go’.” 

With Newcastle at the foot of 
the Second Division and, before 
the powere-tbat-be withdrew 
relegation this season, facing the 
drop, Andrew then went into ac- 
tion, first by signing his team- 
mates, Nick Popplewell and 
Steve Bates, and then, crucial- 
ly, by persuading his friend and 
the Wasps captain. Dean Ryan, 
to be his right-hand man at 
Newcastle. 

The north London club, an- 
gered by what they saw as 
poaching, kicked both Andrew 
and Ryan out, in what turned 
into a very public spat Andrew, 
the hero of the summer, had 
suddenly become public enemy 
No 1. 

“Fust, I dkfent poach anyone," 
Andrew said, be ginnin g his de- 
fence. “I could have contacted 
anyone I wanted to, whether I 
played for , Wisps or not. I knew 
from the moment I signed that 
I wanted Bates and Ryan, i knew 




Rob Andrew is happy to combine playing with fils Job as ci rector of rugby at Newcastle r Photograph: David Ashdown 


it would cause trouble, but 
Wasps didn’t really have a case. 

“Popplewell had gone back to 
Dublin and Wasps had already 
said they didn’t want to play 
him, until he signed for me. 
Bates had told Wtsps he wasn’t 
going to play for them next sea- 
son well before I came in for 
him. 1 wasn’t worried about 
those two, but the issue over 
Ryan was the straw that broke 
the camel's back. 

“The stupid aspect of this is 
that recruiting’s been going on 
for 10 years. I know, because I 
played a part in bringing POp- 
plewell and Norm Hadley to 
wasps. I was just being open 
about it with Newcastle. A lot 
of people in glass houses start- 
ed to throw stones at me as a 
result, but Have you noticed how 


they’re all coming out of the 
closet now?” 

Despite his attempts to re- 
main diplomatic, even Andrew 
has to admit that he is bitter 
about the way W&sps treated 
hims elf and Ryan. 

“I don’t think they handled 
the situation too weS,* is his ver- 
dict “TOe dub could have came 
out of the whole affair a great 
deal better than they did. Dean 
and I have loyally served Wasps 
for a long time. I would argue 
that we have put as much into 
the dub as any player in its his- 
tory.' Dean was making a long- 
term career move. I had the 
right to offer him that and be 
had the right to accept it. 

“We were told that they were 
having an executive meeting to 
discuss us on' the Wednesday 


night, and then we were asked 
to turn up the following night 
at the club, but not to do any 
training with the team. When 
we got there we were handed a 
press statement announcing 
our departure from Wasps, just 
half an hour before it was re- 
leased. 

“We thought we were going 
to play against Leicester that 
Saturday. They could have said 

to us that Thursday night: 
Took guys, we understand why 
you're doing this. We accept 
your decision, thank you for all 
the service you've given us, 
and wish you weD for the future. 
Play against Leicester, and 
we’ll make it your farewell 
game. But we fed it's in the best 
interests of the club if you 
don't continue playing for us af- 


ter Saturday.’ But they didn’t. 
Their actions were all down to 
emotion 

A day later Andrew, realis- 
ing that without competitive 
rugby he would be unable to fol- 
fflhis responsibilities as stand- 
off, announced his retirement 
from international rugby. Far 

the d^Son'mere^y accelerat- 
ed the and-AndrewTirigade, al- 
ready strengthened by Jeremy 
Guscott's criticisms in his au- 
tobiography. 

Never mind, the drop goal, 
Andrew was the reason why 
England could never consis- 
tently beat the southern hemi- 
sphere countries. He lacked 
vision, speed, and the ability to 
create, from his pivotal position, 
the expansive 'game that Jack 


WnO TOICCU 1“-“ “ — 

Udy) and the country vram^; 
In short, thank goodness he s 

^“Actually, I didn't think that 
debate was worse than the oth- 
er times throughout my w 
years with England, but maybe 
I've become immune to it. t 
wasn’t entirely surprised by the 
criticism from the P la ?®£ * 
drink that kind of thing will hap- 
pen more and more as the 
game becomes more profes- 
sional. Nor was I burtby iL A 
few years ago I'll admit that it 

would have really stung me. but 

now it’s my. view that making 
such statements says a lot more 
about the people who say them 
than about the person they’re 
aimed at” 

. So much for Messrs Guscott, 
Catt and Baines, then. But what 
about this expansive game we all 
yearn for? “This is where we re 
getting our knickers in a twist. 
Don't forget that the South 
Africans beat the All Blacks in 
the World Cup final by playing 
an English-type game. I mean, 
what the hefi does throwing 
the ball around mean? 

“I'm afraid that Barbarian, 
seveo-a-side rugby does not ex- 
ist in competitive matches. 
What we should be moving to- 
wards is a dynamic, power- 
based, bail-in-hand game which 
includes all 15 members of the 
team. There is a crucial differ- 
ence here. We must play to our 
strengths, and that means com- 
bining power and skill to keep 
the ball in hand." 

The future looks as difficult 
to predict as his recent past. The 
goals for Newcastle are clear 
enough: promotion next season 
to the First Division, followed 
by a top four place and Euro- 
pean competition, followed by 
complete and total domination 
of theumverse. 

But Andrew himself? “HI 
play for as Jong as I can, until 
Bates and Ryan tell me other- 
wise,"^ says. 

And has he really, definitely, 
completely dosed the door on 
England for good? A krag pause 
follows, then a considered re- 
ply. “I just don’t know," he fi- 
nally says. “I'm still the player 
I was in the World Cup, once 
I've regained match fitness, but 
they may not want to consider 
me any more,. I may not want 
to go back. I don’t know.” 

His answer is honest and, 
when the crunch comes, h may 
well cause a genuine dilemma 
for him. “WfeTI have to see," he 
concludes, rushing off to a 
meeting. Well now, this migh t 
give Jack Rowell some food for 
thought. 
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Questions of Sport 

£40,000 to be won 

Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

In Saturday’s paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which, if you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the chance 
of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

You don't have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 
each question, so if you are in any doubt, check it out 
The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 2.6 
January. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator; prize of 
£5,000 to be won. 


Wales overlook reluctant Davies 



HOWTO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Wednesday 24 
January. Below are three sporting 
questions, each with three possible 
answers coded as A, B and C, 

Scratch off your answer to Question 
Sixteen either A,B or C in the Q16 
column then repeat for Q17 and Q18. 

THE QUESTIONS 
QJLG Which of the foHawiag will 
not be featur ed In the 1996 
Olympic Games? 

A: Baseball 
B: Beach volleyball 
C: Bungee jumping 

Q17 Who has scored the most 
points in International rugby 

onion? 

A: Michael Lynagh 
B: Grant Fox 
C: Gavin Hastings 

Q18 Who defeated Andre Agassi 
in the 1990 French Open final? 

A: Javier Sanchez 
B: Andres Gomez 
C: Ser© Brogue ra 



IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three Identical cash 
amounts on any one game section oh 
any one day, you win that amount. 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. Vbu could also win 
today's instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 

How to claim 

IF you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, EX) 

NOT PHONE, lake the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5. phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
6836661 between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menaes, Forbuqys, Martins/RS 
McColl,Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Superags, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Papercham - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 

RULES AS PREVIOUSOT 
PUBLISHED 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Christine Marsden 

form Burnley, Lancs - £1000 

Martin Boileau 

from Buckingham - £500 

Mark Webber 

bom Weatherty Leeds - £100 
Rhoda Coates 

from Southampton, Hants - £100 
Carlo Caruso 
from London - £100 
Kenneth Buicock 

from HurdsRdd, Macclesfield - £25 
Frederick Shipley 
from Sheffield - £10 


STEVE BALE 


Whatever Welsh public opin- 
ion may feel, Jonathan Davies 
has been making it clear Lhat 
be is reluctant to be considered 
die saviour of Welsh rugby 
and may therefore have 
breathed a sigh of relief at his 
omission from the Wales Five 
Nations squad named yester- 
day. Selection to play Eng- 
land at Twickenham on 
Saturday week will follow next 
Tuesday. 

Kevin Bowring, the Wales 
coach, had been expected to 
come up with a 32-strong par- 
ty but once he had restricted it 
to 24 there was no place for 
Davies, whether at outside-half 
or centre. Instead Neil Jenkins 
was included along with the new 
outside-half, Arwel Thomas, 
doubts over Jenkins’s fitness 


providing Davies’s one possible 
way back in. 

As Davies, 32, has been tak- 
en aback by the perception of 
him as some sort of messiah 
since his return from rugby 
league, he may well be hoping 
Jenkins comes through. But 
the broken coUar-booe which 
permitted Thomas’s debut in 
last week's Italian match is still 
not healed and, having already 
withdrawn from Pontypridd’s 
visit to Swansea last night, he is 
also doubtful for his club’s fix- 
ture against New South Wales 
on Saturday. 

In the meantime Jenkins wifi 
be examined when die squad get 
together on Thursday, and if 
necessary will be given leave 
from the training weekend in 
Tbnby, Pembrokeshire, to face 
NSW. “If NeD isn’t fit well 
bring someone else into the 
squad,” Bowring said. That 


someone may or may not be 
Davies, since there is an im- 
pressive younger alternative 
available m the 19-year-old Lee 
Jarvis, who has been playing for 
Pontypridd in Jenkins’s absence. 

Davies’s drawback, quite 
apart from being starved of 
the bail by his Cardiff col- 
leagues, is a too-obvious lack of 

fOT^ardiff and not all of them 
at stand-off, where 'Whies would 
would prefer him to play, since 
be forsook Warrington and 
came home. “We looked at a 
large number of players and 
Jonathan was certainly one of 
them,” Bowring said. 

“We’d like to see him play 
more, and we know he’d like to 
play more at fly-half. We picked 
on current, rather than past, 
form and although we know he 
is a world-class player he still 
needs more time to adjust." 


Bowring has recalled as many 
as possible of the injured ab- 
sentees from the fraught victo- 
ry over Italy, meaning Gareth 
Thomas and 'more importantly 
Nigel Davies could return to the 
centre, though having given a 
new midfield triangle a first 
chance against Italy, it would be 
perverse to discard them al- 
ready, even against England. On 
the other hand, bad Bowring 
seen Arwel Thomas play for 
Bristol against NSW on Mon- 
day. Jonathan Davies’s restora- 
tion would surely have been 
complete already. 

Fntt-twcfc J Hunan (UaneSJ; Wings: S HR 
(CanAfl), 1 Bibbs, W Proctor <Lkrx*): Contras: 
N Darias (Uanelfl. L Darios (Neatfij. a 
Ibeanao (Bridged). M WMo (UanetiQ; Out- 
MMHahnENiortdaslPcnKnidi.AltaoBtas 
(Bristol); Scnsa-hahas: R Howtojr (Bndgend), 
A Moore ICSnWn; Props: J Darios (Naatm, A 
Lows, L Mastoe iCordiffl; Hookers: J 
Humphreys {Cardiff, capt}. 6 Jonfcftta 
(Swansea); Locks D Jonas (CanSffl. Sarath 
Uow£yn WWto. M Voj4o (Newport]; Back 
E (Cad«), « Joosa (Uaie*). H 10 ^ 

lor (CanKff), S WMtant (Neath). 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 

CLAIM COUPON 

Wednesday 24 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will gve you your prize instantly. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE., 

TELEPHONE 


; To the Newsagent: Please check 
i the card is correct and give the 
I reader the value of their prize. Send 
{ this coupon or details supplied on 
• plain paper together with the 
i winning card to your head office for 
I foil redemption. 


Disgusted 

Boxing 


The much-loved former British 
and European heavyweight 
champion, Henry Cooper, is 
hanging up his radio microphone 
and not doing any more ringade 
commentaries on the fight game 
because the modern-day razz- 
matazz and aggressive hype have 
turned him off the sport which 
made him a national hero. 

Cooper, among other obser- 
vations on 1990s boxing, partic- 
ularly dislikes the way “Prince” 
Nazeem Hamed “humiliates 
and taunts his opponents", but 
H&med's manager, Brendan In- 
gle, believes that Cooper’s .tra- 


Cooper gives up commentating 


ditionalist views on boxing are 
out of date. Ingle said yesterday. 
“Muhammad All was my hero 
and Hamed’s hero, and started 
all this back in the 1960s and 
pulled boxing off the floor. 

“Henry should think himself 
fortunate that be was around in 
that era and became famous with 
the left hook that put Ali dawn 
- and *Naz and Chris Eubank 
have brought it ail bad; in this 
country in the last few years. 

“Frank Warren and Sky have 
also brought aJQ the razzmatazz 
back and the crowds love it 
Time has moved on and, if you 
don’t move yourself, yon get left 
behind. What ‘Naz* -has pro- 
vided is needed in the sporL 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of football 
coaches who have lost their 
jobs so far during the African 
Nations Cup' in South Africa. 
Burkina Ffeso distressed Wris- 
sa Traore and Mozambique 
sacked Rui Cacador. Both 
teams lost their open ing two 
matches. 


FA Cup fourth round 

1 BottomrUmria 2 

2 Patton v Bgfflfetfl ....1 

3 CownOy v Mandieaer CHy X 

4 Shrembinv Imped 2 

5 HodrierelWd v Pewtwourii 1 

6 Lwiffcn v WdbaH 1 

7 MkUMatmucn vWhttfedon 1 

8 Bwdgig » ManctwctBr I Brt _ ? 

B Saulhariptji v Crewe— - ■ . ..A 

10 SwriMn v Bamatey w OVffnm X 

11 west Ham v away. . i 

Alia Morin* toot on eaBums): Ewttcri v Pat 
Vote Noarmm Rjtbm * (Mad Utg Temnhem 
v MMret- Stwtap SnAM UM v Mon Vtt {4», 
EHftstEttiiHStowHcetayag ten rewn 
Hot on oanponK CiyaM Paueo v Luton; Mnrel 
• Aartsmaum watted* Dart*. . 

Seco nd EHvMon 

tgSraqUrtOiyvmB&Mity —X 

13 Bunty vBrnol 

lA Catafcv ltaft afBrn .1 

15 Wicfcttfjn v Bourrarajd ? 

Atao ptoyhg (no* an wSpouaJiHua Qjy v Bfte- 
M Cty: Swmoa v sodiut 

Third Mvblon 

18 Chester vMgan — - ' , * 


Henry is being old fashioned. 
You've got to have change and 
entertainment. Look what Ker- 
ry Packer did for cricket" 

- Cooper also believes it is a 
“different game" these days, but 
does not like what he sees. 

“It takes 45-50 minutes to get 
two fighters in the ring before 
they start, you’ve got smoke, 
you’ve got fireworks, laser 
beams, stagers, bands and these 
entourages of 10 to 15 people," 
he said 

“And I don’t like fighters 
having a go at each other be- 
fore a fight, having scraps out- 
side the ring, calling each 
other names, saying things 
like: ‘I’m going to push your 


U OoWastw vCamMcigBUM X 

20BraarvCsnBff X 

Jl KMnginmvRimW-- < 

ztUyunOiiffiivScartioreuBt X 

23 ftorttrampton v HartfepaoJ X 

24 Preston ¥ 9uy — 1 

j 

28 Scvntup* v unwin » 

anMomra}: FUnam v Der- 
•ngsn: HnmSoRl v PtymouttL 

GM VaaxfcaH Conference 

27 BaOl ray KkriHrmrwaur * 

28 Bramrane * Momsmt* l 

99 rtafnfittwi li Biwrynw . - Y 

30 Dow v Altrincham i 

31 Qrttohoad v Waking 2 

32 HBOwribri * SwwreuBp.. ■: ,..T 

33 Morturich vKanaring X 

34 Southpon v Stougft 1 

36 SBfcmtee v Rvneonxgri _2 

ae Tetori vfiaBte-— TT.. X 

37 WaflngvMacciaaAeJd a 

Ids League Premier Dfviskni 

36 AylO<**¥y v Uoteey„_ 1 

3BBweham Wood v tendon — 1 

ia ftwmM yaiwhj. < 

41 Cteflsw * Wtarttwe « 

42 BrieWvPurttoB 1 

43 Qgfla v YeQvM — - 3 


nosebone into your brain.' All 
that talk is crazy. 

“It’s a rough, tough busi- 
ness, but I didn't know of any 
boxer when I fought who want- 
ed to seriously injure another 
boxer. Tm not commentating 
any more but TO still go to watch 
it and retain an interest" 

■ Richie Woodhall can prepare 
for a midsummer World Boxing 
Council middleweight title figh t 
against the Texan holder, Quin- 
cy Taylor. The WBC have or- 
dered Thylor to put his title on 
the line against Woodhall with- 
in 90 days of a voluntary defence 
against the Washington south- 
paw Keith Holmes, scheduled 
to take place in March. 


44 Hayes v Sumn Uid . 
48 Mfcta v Yeadkie__ 


UnjBond Premier DMslon 

<7 gcrigyv tortngpn Sgmlav _ZT 
43 teteyn Bay v Gtoratiawuflft 

Ttoonowf* Scottish Cun 
TMm round 

49 PHlabarth v STbung _ 
bo DimDanixi “ 

El , St KarTgTlr' — 

saFaWric^Sttniiousento — 

S3 Motion v Moatrase 

B4HflmMom>St Jonnanrei " — — 

BHMfBvPmh* 

98 UHeinlMi v Kftnama * — 

37 Ram Rorare vqumi'&PMk - 
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Rubin’s win 
breaks set 
of records 


Tennis 


Chanda Rubin, the 19-year-old 
American, knocked out the 
third seed, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicano, in a marathon match at 
the Australian Open yester- 
day, winning 16-14 in the final 
set on her sixth match point. 

At 3 hr 33min it was the 
longest women's match in the 
history of the Australian Open 
and also broke the Open record 
for the most games in a set and 
the most games in a women’s 
match - 48. It was the sixth 
longest women’s match record- 
ed in the Open era. 

In the first Grand Slam semi- 
final of her career Rubin, seed- 
ed 13th. will meet Monica Seles 
for the first time after the No 1 
seed demolished the 1 8-year-old 
Croatian Iva Majoli 6-1, 6-2 in 
the yesterday’s first quarter- final. 

Seles, bidding for her first 
Grand Slam title since return- 
ing to tennis after her stabbing 
in April 1993, damaged a ten- 
don above her ankle during the 
second set and there are worries 
about her fitness. 

The 22-year-old joint world 
No 1, favourite to win her ninth 
Grand Slam title in the absence 
of Steffi Graf, reeled off nine 
straight games to take the first 
set in 22 minutes and raced to 
a 3-0 lead in the second. But in 
the fourth game. Seles said she 
felt a tendon pull above the ri gh t 
ankle. “It made it hard when 
you push off,” she said. 

Rubin, who will be 20 next 
month, finally disposed of 
Sanchez Vicario 64, 2-6, 16-14 
with a rasping volley after ear- 
lier conceding a match point at 
14-13 on the Spaniard’s service 
when a deep drive from her op- 
ponent looked suspiciously 
long. 

The crowd booed loudly but 


Rubin, who had earlier lei slip 
two match points at 5-4 on 
Sanchez Vicario's service, did 
not let her head drop. “1 just 
wanted to Say in there and keep 
fighting." Rubin said. “1 warn- 
ed to keep fighting no matter 
how long it took." 

An exhausted Rubin, who 
won a marathon 3hr 45min 
match against Patricia Hy- 
Bouiais at Wimbledon last year, 
said it had been her most sat- 
isfying victory. “It feels great to 
be in the semi-finals of a Grand 
Slam. It’s huge," she said. 

Sanchez Vicario, a finalist at 
the last two Australian Opens, 
was not disappointed - more 
elated by the quality of the ten- 
nis in the 2hr 22min third seL 
“It’s hard that one of us had to 
lose, but I am happy with my- 
self, I played a great match and 
I gave everything,” she said. 

The crowd appreciated the 
tennis, particularly Rubin’s do- 
or-die approach with her boom- 
ing forehands either winnin g 
points or going well wide. She 
made 96 unforced errors 
against Sanchez Vicario’s 48. 

In today's two remaining 
women’s quarter-finals, Ger- 
many’s eighth-seeded Anke Hu- 
ber plays the world No 2 
Conchita Martinez, while the 
unseeded Swiss prodigy Marti- 
na Hingis meets the 16th seed. 
South Africa's Amanda Coctzer. 

The epic encounter between 
Rubin and Sanchez Vicario de- 
layed the showpiece meeting be- 
tween the men’s second seed, 
Andre Agassi, and his fellow 
American Jim Courier, which 
was finally delayed until today 
by rain with the No 8 seed lead- 
ing 5-4 in the first set. 

Michael Chang earlier be- 
came the first man to reach the 
men’s semi-finals by beating 
Mikael Tillstrom, of Sweden, 
6-0, 6-2, 6-4 in lbr 16min. 
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sport 

Tries to be 
given trial 
by television 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 

Video replays for touch-and-go 

decisions, a team in South 
Wales this year and a firm boot 
towards oblivion for under- 
achievers are among (he mat- 
ters placed on the game's 
agenda by the weekend con- 
ference of its board of directors. 

The board has decided to rec- 
ommend that an extra referee, 
with access to slow-molicm re- 
plays like his cricket equivalent, 
will rule on the legitimacy of 
doubtful tries in televised Super 
League matches. 

Large screens at grounds 
will show the evidence to 
crowds at the same time, al- 
though the current system of in- 
goal judges will apply at 
matches that are not on live tele- 
vision. “The difference with 
cricket is that our referees are 
right behind this.*' said Greg 
McCallum, director of referees. 

The Welsh team manager, 
Mike Nicholas, is to be given the 
opportunity to show that he can 
have a Sooth Whies side ready to 
enter the Second Division at the 
end of March. The learn would 
be likely to be based at Aberavoo. 

“We would question whether 
Mike could put together a big 
enough squad of players in that 
time," said the League's chief 
executive, Maurice Lindsay. “It 
has all come a little quicker than 
we thought” 

Much the same applies to 
Northampton’s hopes of en- 
tering the League. “I doubt 
whether it could be done in time 
for the 1996 season, but we wiD 
give them every encourage- 
ment and help.” Lindsay said. 

Blackpool applying for read- 
mission after three years in the 
wilderness, have been given 
more money and told that they 
must improve their standards 
before they will be considered. 
Their director of football Tbm 


Mather, said: “This mil be the 
death knell of the club.” 

The sides occupying the bot- 
tom three places in the Second 
Division have been warned that 
they could be demoted unless 
they raise their game. Highfield, 
Doncaster and Cborley have all 
been placed on warning, al- 
though they will have a chance 
to defend their records at the 
meeting of the Rugby League 
Council next month. 

There wd be more general 
concern about Lindsay’s pro- 
posal that the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup, the code's oldest compe- 
tition. should be played pre- 
season. That will obviously 
down gr ade the event, but Lind- 
say said that the alternative of 
leaving “windows” for its rounds 
during the normal season had 
been rejected because it would 
detract from SupeT League. 
The future of the Regal Trophy 
is even more uncertain, with the 
dreaded words “midweek com- 
petition” mentioned 

The overseas quota is to be 
tidied up. with dubs allowed five 
foreign players - regardless of 
their origins - but having to pay 
into a development fund if they 
sign more than three- Existing 
contracts and overseas imports 
who have been here for five 
years will not be affected. 

Phil Larder and Phil Lowe 
are to continue as internation- 
al coach and manager, although 
Larder will be assisted by 
Sheffield’s Gary Hetherington 
and by the Welsh national 
coach, Clive Griffiths. While 
that management team is in the 
Antipodes in October, an Ocea- 
nia team drawn from Fiji Ton- 
ga, Western Samoa and the 
Cook Islands will Lour Britain. 

Barla, the governing body of 
the amateur game, has broken 
off unification talks with the 
league, complaining of “back 
door" approaches to amateur 
dubs to align themselves with 
the league. 


Hodges balances Wales 


Football 


Bobby Gould completed his 
preparations for tonight's 
friendly against Italy knowing all 
the pressure is on his counter- 
part, Arrigo Sacchi. 

; ; The Welsh manager, who 
gives Sheffield United's Glyn 
Hodges his first international 
start in almost four years, takes 
his side to Tend, in Umbria, 
knowing that Sacchi and his 
team will suffer ferocious criti- 
cism unless they turn on the style. 

“We've come here to win, just 
as Italy have.” Gould said. “The 
difference is the immense pres- 
sure they're cinder. I’ve got a 
great deal of respect for Sacchi 
and what he’s achieved and 
compared to him I've done 
nothing. But he’s been chal- 
lenged to go rate better and that 
makes it really tough for him.” 


The return of Hodges, whose 
last start was against Austria in 
Vienna in April 1992, is among 
eight changes- mostly enforced 
- from the side which drew 1-1 
in Albania in November. 

Kit Symons, Chris Coleman 
and Adrian Williams return in 
defence, although David Phillips 
could be asked to fill the sweep- 
er role, allowing Gary Speed to 
take his favourite central mid- 
field position. Strikers Ian Rush 
and Mark Hughes are back to- 
gether, and captain Bany 
Home returns in midfield. 

“We’re missing Mark Pem- 
bridge, but Glyn has an awe- 
some left fool and will give us 
the balance we need on the left 
side,” Gould said. “In interna- 
tional football dead-ball situa- 
tions are vitally important and 
Glyn is a great striker of the balL 

Hodges, who made his debut 
way back in 1984, admitted to 


being “surprised” at being 
named in the starting line-up. 
but said: “I never gave up hope. 
Even when I wasn’t being picked 
by Mike Smith I was on the pe- 
riphery and named in the stand- 
by squad and that always gave 
me a buzz because it meant 1 
wasn’t being ruled out_” 
Sacchi who pairs Fabrizio 
Ravanelli of Joventus with Par- 
ma’s Gianfranco Zola up front, 
expects an exacting match. “It 
is important for us as a side still 
learning and building towards 
next summer to play against a 
team like Wales.” he said. “You 
know when you are playing 
against a British ride there is no 
such thing as a friendly.” 

flXLtt Fount Penas flWh Juueraui, Carbon! 


Real Madrid dance to 
the Iglesias tune 


Gunn ready to celebrate 
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Real Madrid yesterday smiled 
the former Deportivo de La 
Coruna coach Aisenio Igle- 
sias. two days after dismissing 
Jorge Vhldano. 

The Spanish champions have 
fallen behind in the league 
table recently, and Valdano, 
the former Argentinian inter- 
national striker, was sacked on 
Sunday after the 2-1 home de- 
feat to Real's struggling neigh- 
bours, Rayo Vallecano. 

“A single word from Real 
Madrid was all I needed to im- 
mediately accept the offer," 
said Iglesias, who left Deporti- 
vo at tiie end of last season and 
has been working as a television 
commentator. 

Sunday’s defeat saw Real 
slip to eighth place, 16 points 
behind leaders Atletico Madrid. 
Valdano was booed off the 
pitch and he was fired two 


hours later, a mere seven 
months after leading the side to 
the title. 

“Arsenio will be the man to 
provide tranquillity and stabil- 
ity to the team at a difficult 
time," the Real Madrid presi- 
dent, Lorenzo Sanz, said The 
new man will take charge 
following tonight’s league visit 
to Athletic Bilbao. 

Valdano’s 1982 World Cup 
team-mate, Ossie Ardiles, who 
flies out to Japan this week to 
take up the job of coach at 
Shimizu S- Pulse, likened the 
sacking to his own dismissal as 
Spurs manager in 1994, saying 
that poor results had little to do 
with the matter. “Tt was because 
of the political problems in the 
club,” he said, “which is also a 
bit what happened to me. He 
won’t have trouble finding 
another top job." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Humphreys beats the pain 

Ice skating 


Marika Humphreys needed two 
stitches in a deep gash on her 
right leg after she and Philip 
Askew practised their ice dance 
programme at the European 
Championships in Sofia yes- 
terday. 

The British champions were 
wanning up for the samba when 
Humphreys sustained the injury 
from a Furnish skater’s blade. 
But she still took to the ice for 
the competition, and the pair 


were in 11th place after two 
compulsory dances. 

The Olympic and world 
champions, Oksana Gritscfauk 
and Evgeny Platov, took their 
expected lead. The Russian 
couple, who missed last year's 
event because Platov had a 
knee injury, won both the West- 
minster Waltz and the Silver 
Samba, even though the music 
for their second dance finished 
10 seconds early. Another Russ- 
ian pair, Anjelika Krylova and 
deg Ovriannikov, were second. 


‘Abusive’ Hill lands another ban 


Squash 

Anthony Hill Australia’s world 
No 8 player, has been banned 
again. Earlier this month, he was 
suspended for three months 
and fined £1.400 for “un- 
sportsmanlike conduct” at the 
World Open last October in 
Cyprus. 

On Thesday, the World 
Squash Federation banned 
Hill, 28, from representing his 


country in team events until 
1998 after incidents in a match 
with Pakistan’s Mir Zaman 
Gul at the World Team Cham- 
pionships in Cairo in Novem- 
ber. 

Hill was charged with “phys- 
ically and verbally abusing. his 


fexee and showing dissent 
against his decisions, throwing 
his racket and generally bring- 
ing the game into disrepute." 


Sievinen equals world best 


Swimming 

Janj Sievinen produced his sec- 
ond short-course world record 
performance in just four days in 
the World Cup meet at 
Sheffield yesterday. 

The world 200 metres medley 
champion, who cut over a second 

off his own 400m medley record 
in Finland on Saturday, equalled 
his world best for the 100m 


medley. The 21-year-old Finn 
stormed home in 53.78sec to 
equal the mark he set fouryeais 
ago and also picked up a £1,000 
bonus on offer for any world 
record in the World Cup series. 

Britain's Mark Foster, with his 
eyes firmly on the Olympics, 
passed up the chance for an- 
other attack on his world 50m 
butterfly record Instead he fin- 
ished third in the 100m freestyle. 


Australians gp 
to World Cup 

Cricket 


Australian squad members yes- 
terday accepted assurances about 
their safety and agreed to play in 

the World Cup in Pakistan, In- 
dia and Sri i -ani-a, starting next 
month. Shane Wirne threat- 
ened on Saturday to withdraw 
from the cup after receiving 
threatening letters over the Sal- 
im Malik bribery allegations. 

Wame, Tim May and Mark 
Waugh claimed that the former 
Pakistan captain had tried to 
bribe them during a tour in Oc- 
tober 1994. Malik was cleared 
by an internal judiria] inquiry. 

Michael Slater, the dashing 
opener, was preferred to Dean 
Jones, the veteran middle-order 
batsman, when selectors fi- 
nalised Australia's 14-man 
squad. 

AUSI8AUA SQUAD {far Vtarfd Cop, M*. 
Pakftao and Sri Lanka. 1A Ft*- 17 Mar* 
M Taytor (cap!]. I Heafy wce-capc utt), M 
Sevan. D Fleming, S lew. S lee. C McOer- 
moo. G Uc&att, H Rarr*. P teflei. U Saar, 
S Wane. M Ufeugi s WaugM. 


Badminton 

Britain experienced mixed fortunes in 
the first round of the men’s singes at 
the South Korean Open in Seoul yes- 
terday. Darren Hall came through his 
opening match wtth an 18-14, 1545 vic- 
tory over Denmark’s Jim Laugesen. But 
Peter KncxMes bowed out, tosing 15-8. 
15-6 to Andrei Andropov of Russia. 

Basketball 

NBA; Atlanta 105 Houston 96; Mom 96 San 
Ararat*) 89: Vancouver 100 M M ou feea 92. 

Boxing 

Billy Hardy will make the first deforce 
of his European featherweight tide 
against Michael AJlds on 14 February 
at Sunderland's Crowtree Leisure Cen- 
tre. If Hardy wins this figrt he intends 
to challenge Naseem Kerned for his 
World Boring Organisation title. 

Cricket 

2NBNSME WOMB CUP SQUADc A Ftowr (cam). 
E A Brenda. ADR Carnot**, S G Denes, c N 
Bans. G W Ftower, C lodv. H R H H are*. 

P A Saaifr a Strang, S G Peal A C MUer. G 1 


and DMMok Croydon 1 Cater tor 3. Pontine 


I nera» Hrat DMteic NeecaBte 2 tomrsnam 

5.- tffohM 1 hfes 0Txn L Awn tmormoe Cam- 


btartoo FM DMrioc MM 0 Chelsea 0; SMn- 

oon 3 BresTDl Rwera 1; Tooenham 0 Arsenal L 


Goff 

Greg Norman, foe vwridNol, may have 
to mss this week's Johnnie Water Ctaa- 
sic in Singapore because erf a chest in- 
fection. He is seeking medical advice. 

Ice hockey 

W*: Ttonrpa Bay 4 Momma j; tft Rsngm 3 Los 
Angeles !■ Chicago 7 Osama % Phteeipraa 1 
Honda 1 rod: Prexm^i 7 Bosrai 6 too; Colorado 
4 NT (tenders 3; DaOu 6 Vancouver 4. 
EASTERN C0NHERENCE 
NORTHEAST MVtSTON 

W L 


PtttaborWi 


Buffalo. 


T OF BAPTS 
14 3 225 155 61 

J1 19 6 140 144 48 

18 5 155 158 44 

-18 23 3 129 145 39 

-IT 23 5 118 138 38 

—8 35 1 100 180 17 


FootfcaB 

FAWTIlonffSeoMDridraclIanduanovRhp- 
ttyrraryre Fenrfeneoeh or Oafesoy Torai v Hoover 
Spins. Jfcs t> to piayea Set 23 March at 2.30 
UK UVBte WOMENS FA CMP SUb rub* dm: 

Bason wAnanat HuddenMH or ftwai v Uo- 

arpoob UMBhauii v fpsweft : Oe^don v Doncaser 

Besas. Ties to be ptaymi Star IB Fettuary at 2.0 

Horrors UCTE RESULTS: FA Coflnf pm- 
■dscsNp: Utest Ham 0 Man UU 1. FA Usfere 7ra- 
pfor Hafrrtrad reptes (Ad 0 Mam 0 {alter 
am Ana, second replay at rtflfe on Monday# 
Gusetey 2 Saffors Ffcreerj 1 f rt i Ho tey at home 
B Qafcyt gayra AMncf*. Ids lassos Soe- 


A2LANTIC DWTSTON 

NV Ssopara 29 U S ITS 131 « 

Rcritt* 28 12 5 159 117 61 

PMaddpMa 24 12 10 159 115 66 

WUHndtrai 21 18 6 123 112 47 

Tampa gay 20 18 7 135 151 47 

Not Janoy- 19 22 •* lie 115 42 

NYManOTCS 12 24 8 128 165 32 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

9 3 164 95 67 

15 9 163 133 67 

17 7 145 135 51 

22 4 164 UB 44 

-18 19 8 119 124 44 

-12 23 10 122 159 34 

PAORC DTVtSlOH 

Oofemdo 26 14 8 183 133 88 

VaocouMT 16 1811 167 157 43 

las Angst— 16 20 11 159 188 43 

ae 22 9 138 150 41 

IT 23 6 126 177 40 

-16 26 5 133 160 37 

32 4 139 211 24 



Bryan Gunn, the Norwich goal- 
keeper, completed the first 
stage of what he hopes will be 
a double celebration yesterday 
after his wife, Susan, gave birth 
to their first son. 

Now the Scottish interna- 
tional plans to wet the baby’s 
head by helping his side into the 
semi-finals of the Coca-Cola 
Cup in tonight's fifth round re- 
play against Birmingham City 
at St Andrews. 

The birth was particularly 
special as Gunn’s first child, 
Francesca, died of leukaemia 
four years ago. The loss led him 
to him setting up the Bryan 
Gunn Appeal for Leukaemia 
Research, a charity that has now 
raised over £400,000. 

Gunn was prepared to miss 
the cup tie to be at the birth of 
the latest addition to his fam- 
ily, but that would have been 
a major blow for Norwich. 


lea 

EUROPEAN CHAMPION SHIP S (Soda) In 
d»c« (altar tMocorapobofy dances) Lm 6- 
Ing posUeoK 1 0 GntsdvA end E Ptonw (Rus) 
04pcs 2 AKTVtae and 0 Oaamkw fftos} 0.8; 
aUtetaM»*GPBtanftfFi)U.S«kKt- 
md; U M Humptways ana P Astow raw 4A. 

Rugby Union 

Rod Snow, the Canadian international, 
wfU miss Newport’s game against New 
South Wales at Rodney Parade tonight 
with a hamstring injury. But his felfow- 
courtryman, Gareth Rees. Is fit and for- 
mer Cambridge Blue, Andy Arentsen, 
holds on to Ns piece on the left wing. 
NEWPORT TEAM (V Not South WWn, 
tooIMfo: S DMw R Rmo. D Hu0e», D EO- 
waraa. A Arentsen; G Rees, j Hewlett S Oug- 
Bn, A Peacodt, S Oonk. M VQAe. K Moseley. 
M Workmen, R Good ey feecQ. C Brawn. Ro- 
pM c — I k D Smith. A Psttey. N Catett 0 
Thomas, l Jones. A Cartel. 

SMfatf 

AIPINE tffORLD CUP (VMote, R) Mot’s So- 

P er-tfOTt MMotl looting positions: 1 H 

Knoms lAut) Jir*t0129lOC; 2 A Stomal (Non 

1*0155; 3 FNyt*fg(5w!lXM-57; 4 G Matter 

(Aut) 1*01.63: 6 A Friun (It) 1XU.71; 6* 0 
Rohbes (US) fcOl.72. L Afe hand (FT) 1X1 L 72. 

SatwOTh 46 G Bet vast 1XV»23. Saps «- 

ant Mot eOTMtnec l Swartai 200wsr 2 

Knam 189; 3 ritei 180; 4 i^twtg 141; 5 KoeB 

22S: a Fenrai 95. MOT'S ownfl Worid Cot 

stMMnMR 1 L Nub (No) 956«a; 2 Matter 753; 

3 M wn Gruenaen (Swtt) 726; 4 Krauss 666; 

Tomt*i»)6r 


The goalkeeper, who also 
has a daughter, missed most of 
last season with a broken ankle 
but has been the hero of the 
Coca-Cola Cup run this term. 

He saved three spot kicks in 
a penalty shoot-out win at 
Bolton in the last round and 
stopped a Jonathan Hunt 
penalty when they held Birm- 
ingham to a 1-1 draw at Carrow 
Road two weeks ago. 

Gary Megson, the Norwich 
manager, is still sweating, 
though, on the fitness of the 
winger Dan*en Eadie, who 
picked up a thigh injury in the 
1-0 defeat by Luton on Satur- 
day. Jeremy Goss, who replaced 
Eadie at half-time in that de- 
moralising defeat, is standing by 
again. 

Megson admitted yesterday. 
“If we play as we did against Lu- 
ton then there is no point in us 
even turning up." 


WORLD CU> MEE1WG (ShMTWtt, Bnt iky of 
two) Man's EoMk 100m CnoaMe: 1 S Brm 

Uwn) 4B.96SW25 2 D Loader (NZ) 50,01; 3 M 

Foster iCtfy af CanMO 5004. 400ra fraatfyte 

10U»ttraNZ>3:4&sa:2PPaknerlC«yortm- 

coln) 3:4585; 3 P Sanster (City (t Burtnfjram} 

SOri br oOTatiu te: 1 OW*l iOu- 
no) 27,8*2 D MNk » top} 28 j» 3 G Am 
IUS) 2&33. 200ai biwaotstiaho: 1 N GBmg- 

ton (Cftrof Bwn M Mm) Z15JS3; 2 B Moerii 

(Nori 2J4.il; 3 N M0B IQjtfi) 2:15ul2. 180m 
bmMrc 1 J SkMren (Ftnl 53.78 2 D Kattev 
(Bun K.75: 3 M M40OTAC (Crow) 56J4. 400a 

amaar. 1 1 Swrinon (Fta) 4.1&33; 2 ( 

Derg (O«ra0 4:1&95; 3 C 

100m tecMMho 1 N 


54.28:2 A tarinood (By tfi 


Cftftdai <C»»4: 

WHwIBonwo 

ytfB i iiwgram) 


(BpmttGoptfnlQ 

5430c 


5 AtwroTomte 
133 BM & 


J61&6 NjCrrs52S. 


CRenautt (Canl 54.64. 50m battMfly: IT Rup- 

pratff (Go) 2433; 2 K Gate (W) 24.78c 3 A 

tbplay tC*y at Staffield) 2488. 200m Mtor- 

Ar; 1 K Gate (PDQ lzSBM: 2 0 CvrlCay or 

Sheffield) 2X8.70: 3 D Warren (dry ol Lews) 

2*XtB& WomOTsflnate SOmftwetita: IV 

Johansen (Nori 25^5; 2 S Roiph (By of New- 
castie) 2537; 3 V Susm (h) 26.07. 200a 

traostyte 1 V Horn (Dencnude) 2XXL66; 2 

Dr*** * - *** - 

TrawnV 

ft3S.60;2CBonSno(l 

(Can) 8:47 m. 100m >■— lateeUe 1 T MBto* 

(Nanayll-'08.96;2MHMnva(OryarBnn- 

I U029; 3 S Brawredon (City of Cown- 

1 1:10^6. 100a hottortTy: 1 Wra Vue Thong 

wb) 1XXX63; 2 J Amey (Can) 1X7220; 3 L 

BOreani no 1X3244. 60m todotralia; 1- L 

Sara noetfecraugh Studensi. E Paara I5w 

2952; 3 S Price (Barnet CraXhafll 3930. 

200 a tectatnrfia: 1 A SerocriO 2:1286: 2 

G TocchedD 00 234.40; 3 i Solomon [Lixrfv 

bwtjujfi Snxlents) 2J623. 200m medley; 1 

S Rote ICcyot Newcastle) 2:1596: 2 A Wfcon 

(NZ) 2U5l 96; 3 0 Gcesass* IPl* 2:18 67. 


Birmingham have also been 
in a trough of poor form, 
though, and their manager. 
Barry Fry, knows they must lift 
themselves to make sure of a 
semi-final meeting with cup 
favourites Leeds next month. 

The Blues are still in the top 
half of the First Division, but Fry 
describes a miserable return of 
just nine points out of the last 30 
and an FA Cup exit at the hands 
of Wolves as “relegation form”. 
He said: “This is abigweek, with 
also a chance of reaching Wem- 
bley in the Anglo-Italian Cup 
against West Brbm to come.” 

Gary Poole, the full back, is 
set to return after a leg injury 
and that could mean Fry dis- 
pensing with Michael Johnson 
as sweeper. The midfielder Paul 
Tait, a substitute in Saturday's 
defeat at Ipswich, is pushing for 
a recall after shaking off a knee 
problem. 


Tamils 

England’s Martin Lee and James Trot- 
man are through to the second round 
of the boys’ doubles at the Australian 
Open. The no2 seeds beat Dann Cor- 
rea and Akrem Zaman, of Australia, 6-2, 
5-7, 7-5. Earlier. Trotman lost his sec- 
ond-round singles match to the Aus- 
tralian Jed Gould 6-4, 3-6, 6-2. 
Southampton's Chris Witinson reached 
foe second round at foe ATP Challenger 
event in Haeilbronn, Germany, yester- 
day by beating Alex Radulescu, of Ger- 
man y. 6-3, 6-4. 

Hie Nastase is to compete in foe Leg- 
ends Doubles Tournament at foe 
CraigtocWrarT Centre m Edinburgh from 
22 to 25 May. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7JOmteara 
MIEHNIOIONAL FRSNDUr 
Italy vWtfcs. 


'at LRxrC LiD&Bt) saiur. Tern! I 

COCA-COLA CUP QUARriSt-HNAL REPLAY 
(7-45)- 


ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE FBIST OMSKM 
(7.43). 


HELL'S SCOTTISH IEAGOF TEST OVBON 

H au d BuM a St W on — — 

SECOND DIVISION 
StMKvQydo 


FA UM8S0 7ROPHYHrai round raplqe Gsss- 
head v Kcdcrairasar Hamers (7.45). 

FA OU068ERG VASE FMrtR naaxl aacsxxl 

raptaj. *■ Tiaitsi 

SAZa HOMES LEAGUE SOOtiOTB DMmc 

HoaravOnedcn. 

UQONU t£A 6 UE FM OmIgr EaS«: Pa* 

Axarue t raw,- Ckx. 

tO£ HAGUE Second Mtae WOkr i 
IVHTTI*Tf 

K 3 S [EAGUETUd DteAxs Haft* * fcnxot 


JEWSON EASTBM LEAGUE Praadar DMMOK 
Stewnartidt * Wisbech. 

NORTH WEST COUNTES LEABUE Brat DM- 
■kac tesea v Qossop Nratfi End. 

LEAGUE Of WALES: AOraysOKIh v Ebtiv Vale 
(8.0b Qnv v Rannmadae (7.45). 

BORDBAtS LEAGUE OF RSAIOPraalerlA- 
risfon; SMOTCk Roots v Dmdaffi. 

PONTWS LEAGUE Rrtt OMMoce Blactoun v 
SwffiekS Wed (7XJ) far Pms8»V: Bolton v Man- 
cteora UM (7JJU laedsv Tranrere (7XJ) w Hal- 
V*r. Oteaa v Soto (7.0) tar Sta^toi (ge, 1 . 
Sec a al o WM aa; Bamtiey v Hul I7 X)j; BSab>- 
pool v UansSelo (7.0 r. fixJdraSWd v Preston 
(7.0i: Lacester v vorh (7.0): Mmnester Cay v 
(Unanam i6l 45): Uddednu0i « CBucnoy (7.0T 
(n KanteooO: Ptxt tee v Bumte (7.0). UM 
DAtstar ary » lteSaB a Sir. Dartr^rxi * Dm* 
caster (630): Lncoai v Careste (7.0c Scartxy 
ougi v seumrorae (7.0: snxtean v Racndeie 
(6.451; w^si i SftmstRBy (7 JO). 

AVON INSURANCE COISINItTKM ftst DM- 
■te: B^mr. u Wnaleoan CZ-Ol: Crysnl Palace 
'e Uaanic Oumhxi Hamad: Bnsax Cny v Ctart- 
ran AOTtetC V.ea Kara vlpsate (7.0l. Second 
OwiiiBn: Baft CSjv Newport AFC totKeyndamk 


Brnwean Cay vCheterhara (7.0) far Sutton 
CokOekO; BOLxnemoutii * Swaaea Cay (2.0): 
Torquay v PtymouOi Aiarfe f7XJ). 

Ro^iy Union 

TOUR IM2CK Neaport vNev Saudi MWes (7X>). 
nOUEBBITMWE MATCH: abort UwrercHy v 
tojal Aif Force (3.0). 

CUB MATCHES: Moseley v taufftoaugi Sat- 

deras (730). 

Baskotbafl 

aorauess aaed 

BtSWSSS LEAGUE: Neacasde Comets v Man- 
chester Gians; leaser FWras » TUames V»- 
teyri^s. 

NMWHM.CUPQOTtii Oadr Oysial Pence 
v London lecpMK Hemel Henn»ead Royati v 
Benwigyam BiSets. 

Other sports 

BOWLS; Wate natural angles Drds (LteeW. 
SNOOKER: ErtteM* VtettWeraponshrasual- 
ites iBBduooi). 

SMMS)I& Wortd Cup meet (Sheffidd). 


| Snow reports 
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^INDEPENDENT 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be De first in te«w to nrri ihe 
besl snow! 

Dai 0891 333110 

Accurate, up » datt avw and 'xeafiw 
reports from over 100 resorts in 
Europe and North America by phone 
or bx. (For a tax report please use a 
phone attached Id your tax machine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland . 
Scotland 


tta se M»3X Brtm eesrae Bd iiCw 
SMonrinE 

>= i aq SffBRe X ui eaBKare a» 

SK1FAX 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 

] CC1D KSTO as tliflffia Jrt* a n I 
SIMMS 




£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 
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Newcasfle’s rugby messiah 22 


Sky given chance to 




TIM GLOVER AND 
MATHEW HORSMAN 

The Open Championship, one 
of the largest remaining jewels 
in the BBC's sporting crown, is 
courting satellite television- The 
Royal and Ancient, which runs 
the Open, has approached 
BSkyB through an intermediary 
and is discussing a deal worth 
p5m over five years. The BBC 
is paying less than flm a year. 

As the new Broadcasting Bill 
makes its way through Parlia- 
ment with support emerging to 


protect eight major sport events 
from falling into the hands of 
BSkyB, the Open is left to its 
own devices. 

The event is synonymous 
with the BBC but the television 
contract expires after the 125th 
Open at Rqval Lytham in July. 
The Open is not one of the ‘list- 
ed" events - the Olympic 
Games, the World Cup, Test 
cricket, Wimbledon, the Grand 
National, the Derby, the FA 
Cup final and the Scottish FA 
Cup final - prevented by current 
legislation from being broadcast 
on pay-TV. 

The success of the Open, 
which makes a profit of £3-4m 


a year, makes the R and A fi- 
nancially self-sufficient but it 
needs more to develop the 


Walker blocks 
Batty departure 


FootbaM 

ALAN NIXON 


Jack Whlkerhas blocked a £3-5m 
bid by Newcastle United to sign 
David Batty. The Blackburn 
Rovers owner called a halt to ne- 
gotiations on the sale of the un- 
settled midfielder even though 
Kevin Keegan came up with a 
vastly improved offer which the 
Blackburn manager, Ray Har- 
ford, was prepared to accept. 

It is understood that Walker, 
who has the final say in transfer 
matters, does not favour selling 
“a big player to a rival dub", and 
will want more cash before he 
considers letting Batty go. 


Blackburn are holding out for 
£4m for Batty, who may now ask 
for a transfer. He was led to be- 
lieve he was on his way to New- 
castle to play the central midfield 
role he prefers. The only way to 
kickstart the transfer is if Batty 
demands to leave, but ft would 
cost him money in signing-on 
fees and loyalty payments. Blade- 
bum have also turned down a 
£3m offer from Arsenal for their 
captain, Tim Sherwood. 

Faustino Asprilla could be- 
come a Newcastle player before 
the weekend. The Colombian 

temoon to discuss b^proposed 
£6. 7m transfer from Parma. 
“Between the two clubs we 


have more or less agreed the fee 
that should be paid," Gian- 
bafista Pastorello, the Italian 
chib’s general director, said. 

“The player himself wants to 
go to Newcastle but at this stage 
nothing basbeen signed. Ws wifl 
be seeing Newcastle again to- 
morrow because so far we have 
just had a general chat, but 


No Dalglish for Ireland 


Kenny Dalglish yesterday dis- 
counted himself as a candidate 
for the vacant Republic of Ire- 
land manager's job. 

Blackburn's director of foot- 
ball who was in Portugal play- 
ing golf, was reported to be 
“fuming" that the Football As- 
sociation of Ireland had leaked 
his presence on the shortlist for 
the interviews in London today 
and tomorrow, demanding the 
FAJ issue a statement saying he 
was no longer interested. 

“There are other people 
apart from Kenny who will be 
interviewed and we understand 
that Kenny has got a very im- 
portant role to play with Black- 
bum," the FAI chief executive, 
Sean Connolly, said. 

The Milhvall manager, Mick 
McCarthy, a former Republic 
captain, and Wimbledon's man- 
ager, Joe Kinnear, another for- 
mer Irish international, are 


likely candidates, as is Dave Bas- 
sett, late of Sheffield United. 

McCarthy is favourite to suc- 
ceed Jack Chariton, who left in 
December after the Republic's 
failure to qualify for the Euro- 
pean Championship finals. 

The Republic, who have only 
one confinned friendly for the 
rest of this season, a visit to the 
Czech Republic on 27 March, 
start their Warld Cup qualifiers 
on 31 August in Liechtenstein. 
This is where the rot started in 
their attempt to qualify for 
Euro 96, when they were held 
to a goalless draw in June by a 
side gaining their first (and so 
far only) international point. 

IRELAND’S WORLJ} CUP QUATOTER& Sat- 
urday 31 Ai&nt 1996: Liechtenstein (a); 
Wednesday 9 October Macedonia (hi; Sun- 
day 10 November Iceland (h); Wednoedny 
2 Apifl 1997: Macedonia (a); Wednesday 30 
April: Romania la); S a t u rd a y 7 June: Uecfit- 
osteai (li); Wednesday 20 August: Lithua- 
nia pi); Saturday 8 Saptanten toetend [a); 
Wednesday 9 September: Lithuania (a); 
Wednesday 11 Octubar. Romania IhJ- 
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Yesterday's Solution 


uniduaunidUH 
b □ u h n ca n 
wnElUraHBBB QHBB 

□ n b □ n b □ 

BBHHcanQH 

□ □ q n cj hi 

□□□□EH nraUBDEDH 

B □ H E □ □ 

HdPlBUEUm HBEHQL] 
an a a a e 
□nnonBinH □□Brann 
b h a e h n E 
DUBE □BdQQIlREira 
H 0 O H □ 0 U 
□BOBBHHBDB 


ACROSS 

4 Biography's to affirm what 
gives timely help (4-5 J 

10 Armv recruits one for lifting 
lackle (5) 

11 Swiss madam, we hear, with 
models still to be seen in 
London (7) 

12 Conspiracy to institute at uni- 
versity (5-2) 

13 Aniefope in animation by 
Disney, originally (5) 

14 Chad oiler and resiore the 
one in Lichfield? (9) 

16 Pope ilinenuitly turning (op 
envov? ( L5) 

19 Sparklers most seen set on 


ring, finally (9) 

21 Cold, quiet grave (5) 


22 Defame a society by itself? 

(J) 

23 Practice at home ground (7) 

24 Lunatic red official holds this 
belief (5) 

25 Number in Venice? (9) 

DOWN 

1 Pulling the cops’ kg? That 
will hold things up! (7-3) 

2 Cancelled play not seen by 
audience (8) 

3 Man, for example, exists an 
earth (6) 

4 Roman author of “The Moon 
and Sixpence”? (4) 

5 Futile. takjn£ first slope 
wreckless ly (10) 

6 Most reasonable to confine 
primme in strongbox (S) 



7 Such an accelerator might 
make stripe on a road (6) 

S Pace of favourites cm the way 
back? (4) 

14 Porcelain trophy presented 
before classic race? (5,5) 

15 He has not been ordained, 
having changed robe at Rhyl 

17 Joined forces (8) 

IS End of drive? (8) 

20 One who {dots motorway 
needs unrestricted paper (6) 

21 Underground was endlessly 
busy in the wars (6) 

22 Feature of a famuiar church 
(4) 

23 List of haid-wood ship (4) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have the answers to the first three dues across AND the first three dues down phone 0891 311 017 and 
leave your answers with your name addre» and daytime telephone number by midnight lonigbt. Each day then: is { 
case of Charles Wells Bombardier Premium Biller la win. PLUS from all entries for the week a winner wul be se- 
lected for a Vfcekcnd for wo in a Charts Wfclls Country HotcL 
Calls cost y*a per minute cheap rate. 49ppcr minute all other times . 
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intermediary, TWI, the televi- 
sion arm of Mark McCormack's 
International Management 
Group, it is testing the water 
with subscription television. 

Sky had no official comment, 
but is known to be interested in 
expanding its coverage of ma- 
jor golf events, following a con- 
troversial deal reached list year 
to broadcast the Ryder Cup ex- 
clusively on pay-TV. 

According to informed 
sources, the discussions will re- 
sume in earnest once TWI has 


ascertained whether the BBC is 
prepared to match Sky's offer. 

“Any sporting organisation 
that invites us to have discus- 
sions will always be welcome,” 
a Sky source said. 

The prospect of a satellite dish 
appearing as a fixture on the sky- 
line atop the granite and hal- 
lowed walls of the R and A 
clubhouse at St Andrews, a links 
which has borne witness to 600 
years of golfing history, would 
probably have most members 
duffing their shots at the 18th into 
the SwQcan Bum. Nevertheless, 
ft remains a strong possibility. 

“We have already established 
that we are interested," Michael 


Bcnallack, secretary of the R and 
A, said yesterday. “We haven’t 
bad any direct talks with Sky but 
we have asked TWI to advise e 
on what we can getWe want 
them to teh us what the Open 
bworthasatelev^oni^Ksdium. 
Of course, we don’t have to ac- 
cept what we are told." 

Bonallack,whowasraieo£the 
game’s great amateur players, 
said the R and A has a duemma. 
The BBC pays less than £Lm, but 
guarantees a huge television au- 
dience. Sky, on the other hand, 
has the money but a limited num- 
ber of viewers. “Ideally we want 
the Open to be seen by as many 
people as posable," BonaDack. 


said. “The trouble is that thou- 
sands of younggm who thensee 
the game andwant to (day it dis- 
cover there are hoi enough 
courses orit » too expensive ror 
them. Chn policy isto put rron- 
ey back into golf to enable them 
to play but the^snot muchjpoint 
if the facilities dm*! exist. We 
could use more money to mvest” 
Last year the Ryder Cup, an- 
other tra di tional centre pi ece of 
the BBCsgoff coverage, went to 
Sky for the first time. Sky show 
extensive coverage of th'eAmea-- 
. ican Ibur and several European 
Tbur events. Last year theytook 
over the British Masters at 
CoHingtree when nosponsor 


"could be found. They stepped in 
and the BBC, who had the rights 
to the tournament, withdrew. 

The lossof tbe.Open would be 
a grieyOusbldwto the BBC,who 
have recentfy. seal the FA Clip 
final and thefianmilaOne grand 
mis rircuitsnapped up by ITV 
Sky is also preparing a substaa* 
rial hM farTughyumon’sHve Na- 
tions’ Championship 

Sky'is understood tohave of- 
fered £25m for a five-year deal 
butBanallackraid the figure was 
news to him and he added: 
“We've stffl got to talk with the 
BBC" A spokesman for TWI 
said: “Like any good rigjbts own- 
er the R and A is looking at all 


Open 

jpedin the opportunities. Our rojeisto 

; rights see whai the market tsoffierff®, 
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• wnen me upcu 

at lytham in 1988, prize- 

men^ £700,000 with the 

winner, Seve Ballesteros, taking 

£80,000. This year the total 
pmse is £1.4m and the champj- 
OTwfflwm £200,000. With guid- 
ance from McCormack, who 
helped the Wimbledon tennis 
championships to maximise 
- r-M _ d.. /Vu* Inc ctoariilv he- 




ment at this stage. 

One factor that could dissuade 
Asprilla from moving to fyneade 
is the weather - he has often 
complained about the cold in 
Italy. Newcastle wfll also have to 
match his wages, believed to be 
around £20,000 a week. 

Bi rmingham last nig ht pulled 
out of a deal that would have 
made Vinny Samways, the Ever- 
ton midfielder, their first seven- 
figure signing. Samways, who 
has been on loan at Wolves, is 
available for £ljm, but Birm- 
ingham were not prepared to go 
beyond £L2m or to meet the 
player’s personal demands. 

Manchester City yesterday 
completed the £350,000 signing 
of the international defender 
Michael Frontzeck from Borus- 
sia Monchengladbach. 

Darren Anderton could be 
challenging for a Tottenham 
place in a fortnight after his suc- 
cessful return to reserve team 
action, following a groin oper- 
ation in September. Everton 
have placed their defender Matt 
Jackson on the transfer list at 
his own request 

Mervyn Day, the former 
West Ham goalkeeper, has 
been appointed manager of 
Carlisle United, whose director 
of coaching, Mkk Wadsworth, 
has become assistant manager 
at Norwich City. 



Chanda Rubin attacks Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in their 3hr 33min marathon match at Ffinders Park yesterday. Rubin 
ewsntuaBy knocked out the third seed to reach the semi-finals Report, page 23; photograph: Empifis- 


come more oontnierci afisfi d 
three years ago, for the first * < ■ - 

allowed advertising hoardings to 

appear on course. 


Dourthe 
admits 
his guilt 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

Confession may be good for 
Richard Dourtbe’s soul but ii has 

done nothing for the 21 ^ear-old 
Raich centre’s international ca- 
reer. Yesterday he owned up to 
stamping on Ben Clarke’s bead 
during last Saturday’s France- 
Engjand match and thereby con- 
demned himself to a Test ban of 
probably two matches. 

“I have no excuses,"he said. 
“I was stupid, really stupid. 
The English were pressing re- 
ally hard and I had a lot of 
adrenalin going. The ball wasn't 
released when he went to 
ground in a ruck and I just gave 
him a poke. I know I should not 
have done it and I am going to 
have to pay for it I hope it 
teaches me to control myself." 

The England No 8 was off the 
field for nine minutes while hav- 
ing stitches inserted after the in- 
cident, which may not have been 
picked up but for the vigilance 
of BBCs Rugby Special. Clarke 
himself was unaware of how his 
injury had occurred, and the 

French federation is co nsidering 
the matter only at the instigation 
of the Rugby Football Union. 

Dourthe is now likely to miss 
France’s matches in Scotland on 
Saturday week and against Ire- 
land in Paris a fortnight later. 
“1 condemn brutality and Dour- 
the wfll be sanctioned,” Jean- 
Qaude Skrela, the French 
coach, said yesterday. 

■ Brian Moore, the former 
England hooker, has retired 
from first-class rugby. Moore 
stepped down from from in- 
ternational rugby earlier tins 
season but had been expected 
to cany on playing for his dub, 
Harlequins. “1 may play some 
junior rugfry next season but at 
the moment I'm just enjoying 
my first real break from the 
game," he said. 


'Hurricane’ Higgins comes 
close to blowing himself out 


It is not so long ago that a poster 
campaign to sell a snooker tour- 
nament needed only two words: 
Hurricane Warning. Yesterday, 
Alex Higgins went unbilled and 
barely applauded as he tried to 
breathe life into a career that is 
not so much unconscious as re- 
sembling a corpse. 

A strong wind was still 
pulling in the punters from the 
prom on Blackpool’s North 
Shore, but ft was not the “Hur- 
ricane" that tempted them in 
from the cold, rather Gail from 
Coronation Street and die theme 
attraction based on the televi- 
sion series. Higgins’ struggles 
went almost unnoticed. 

True, the most famous snook- 
er player of them all had a ca- 
padty audience as he began the 
lone haul towards an appearance 
in the Embassy World Champi- 
onships, but in the daustro- 


Guy Hodgson 

reports from 
Blackpool on a 
champion's decline 

phobic boxes that these quali- 
fying matches are performed in, 
that amounted to a crowd of 18. 
Frankly, the champion of 1972 
and 1982 had every reason to be 
thankful so many had bothered. 

This season has been a night- 
mare for Higgins, who has 
flopped almost every time he 
has chalked the tip of his cue. 
Until yesterday, he had Dot 
qualified for a single event, 
had lost all but one of his 11 
matches and his frame score was 
a pathetic 17 for, 49 against 

His match with Surinder Gill 
at the Norbreck Castle Hotel 
was his last chance to avoid a 



total wash-out in tournaments 
for the first time sioce the 1990- 
91 season. Then he had the de- 
cent, if hardly admirable, alibi 
that he was raving a suspension. 

Once in the world's top three, 
the Irishman’s provisional rank- 

tournaments proper to fol- 
low, the number racing him is 
outside 100 and flirting with 
snooker’s underclass of 128 
and beyond. 

To see him now is to under- 
stand why. Once energy, fuelled 
by a thirst for alcohol, seemed 
to flow through him. He was a 
hyperactive and brilliant rebel 
wno was perceived to.be Incit- 
ing against sport’s conventions. 
Yesterday, he looked barely ca- 
pable of drawing bade a foot. 

His opponent, Gill, is so 
prominent within snooker that 
his biggest claim to fame is one 
appearance at The Crucible 
where Stephen Hendry used 
him as camion fodder. Howev- 
er, he still looked better than an 
opponent who can Harm, with 
justification, that he helped put 
the sport on the map. 

The first frame was an ex- 
cruciating safety battle lasting 
□early 32 minutes and that, a$ 
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an unalterable pattern. There 
were no outrageous pots, no 
swift thrusts leaving Gill de- 
fenceless, just a slow, steady de- 
cline. In short, he achieved 
what no one could ever have an- 
ticipated - he bored. 

He was losing too. A flicker 
of resistance was apparent when 
he pulled back from 0-2 to 3-4, 
but that was a false hope and 
three successive frames were 
lost to leave Gill 6-3 ahead af- 
ter tiie afternoon session. Hig- 
gins needed seven frames in the 
evening to put himself within 
two matches of The Crucible. 
No, he needed a m trade. 
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